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Alumnus  Bruce  McKinnon  Transforms 
College  Search  Process  at  BLS 


By  Andrea  Alessi,  II 
Editorial  Board  Associate 

Perhaps  you  are  not  one  of  the  countless  jun¬ 
iors  or  handful  of  sophomores  who  attends  College 
Search  regularly  at  the  Schawbel  Lab  each  week.  In 
that  case,  you  may  not  yet  be  acquainted  with  Bruce 
McKinnon,  the  man  known  for  his  never-ending  sup¬ 
ply  of  statistics,  facts,  and  other  helpful  hints  involv¬ 
ing  the  dreaded  college  search  process. 

Perhaps  you  have  not  heard  his  trademark  line 
about  the  application  process  -  that  it’s  a  “big  chess 
game  that  has  2  million  American  high  school  seniors 
applying  to  3  thousand  colleges  for  the  first  time.” 

Perhaps  you  have  not  spent  your  study  pe¬ 
riod  at  one  of  the  informative  and  enthusiastic  semi¬ 
nars  that  he  leads  involving  the  winding  road  to  higher 
education. 

Then  perhaps  it  is  time  for  you  to  meet  Bruce 
McKinnon. 

A  Boston  Latin  School  graduate  from  the  class 
of  ‘74,  Mr.  McKinnon  continued  his  education  at 
Harvard  University,  obtaining  his  A.B.  in  Government 
and  minoring  in  Economics.  After  graduating  from 
business  school,  he  worked  for  a  professor’s  cable  com¬ 
pany,  Media  One.  Since  then,  he  has  built  and  been 
manager  of  various  cable  companies  all  over  the  coun¬ 
try,  from  here  to  New  York  to  Oklahoma. 

When  asked  why  he  chose  to  come  back  to 
Massachusetts,  he  replied  that  he  “got  married.  That’ll 
always  bring  you  back.”  In  addition  to  that,  he  be¬ 
came  the  director  of  administration  for  a  law  firm  in 


Boston  where  he 
worked  for  the  past 
five  years.  Last 
summer  he  became 
a  management  con¬ 
sultant. 

Undoubt¬ 
edly  you  are  now 
asking  how  Mr. 

McKinnon  ended 
up  returning  here  to 
BLS.  “The  link,” 
he  says,  “is  that  I 
was  on  the  board  of 
trustees  for  the 
BLS  Association, 
which  represents 
eleven  thousand 
alumni.”  Because 
of  this,  when  he  returned  to  Boston,  he  was  solicited  to 
help  out  at  the  Saturday  Success  School.  Giving  back 
to  his  alma  mater,  he  tutored  there  for  three  years,  thus 
returning  to  our  illustrious  Latin  School  after  living 
around  the  country  for  eleven  years. 

Six  years  ago,  Bill  Schawbel,  Class  of  ‘57, 
donated  the  college  search  center  to  our  school  in  hopes 
of  aiding  BLS  students  in  their  struggle  to  find  the  right 
college.  Over  a  lunch  in  December,  Schawbel  chal¬ 
lenged  Mr.  McKinnon  to  see  if  they  could  take  the 
search  center  into  new  and  exciting  areas.  And  that, 
my  fellow  students,  is  how  it  all  got  started. 

Suddenly,  there  was  activity  coming  from  that 


tiny  room  on  the  third  floor,  lined  with  computers  and 
brochures  from  every  school  or  continuing  education 
option  imaginable.  Suddenly,  students  are  doing  more 
than  staring  blankly  at  a  screen  telling  them  what  they 
are  going  to  be  when  they  grow  up  and  what  they  should 
major  in.  These  students,  who  are  predominantly  jun¬ 
iors,  are  engaging  in  real  thought  processes.  They  are 
analyzing  statistics.  They  are  actually  thinking  about 
what  college  can  provide  for  them  and  what  they  are 
looking  for.  In  December,  seniors  went  on  day  trips  to 
visit  local  colleges.  In  other  words,  Bruce  McKinnon 
is  taking  this  program  to  those  other  levels. 

continuation  on  page  5 


% 


A  Day  on  the  Set  of 
A  Civil  Action 


By  Jane  Gurfinkel,  I 
A&E  Editor 

Still  half  asleep,  I  nevertheless 
manage  to  notice  that  Fenway  Park 
seems  ridiculously  busy  for  November. 
About  a  dozen  trailers  and  RV’s  are  situ¬ 
ated  on  Lansdowne  Street.  People  wear¬ 
ing  handless  phones  busily  carrying 
food,  staple  guns,  electric  cables,  and 
folding  chairs  rush  to  and  fro.  Yawkey 
Way  is  occupied  by  more  of  the  same 
types  of  vehicles,  each  getting  progres¬ 
sively  more  massive  than  the  previous 
until  finally  there  stands  an  enormous 
truck  with  the  words  “Hollywood  Cam¬ 
era  Equipment  Rental  Service”  embla¬ 
zoned  on  it;  I  know  I  must  be  in  the  right 
place. 

My  mission  today  is  to  be  a  Red 
Sox  enthusiast  in  A  Civil  Action,  a 
Disney  movie  produced  by  Robert 
Redford,  directed  by  the  writer  of 
Schindler’s  List,  and  starring  John 
Travolta  and  Robert  Duvall.  Travolta  is 
playing  Jan  Schlichtmann,  a  hot-shot 
lawyer  who  has  just  taken  on  a  case  that 
could  either  make  or  break  his  career: 
suing  two  powerful  mills  for  poisoning 
the  Woburn  water  supply  and  causing  the 
deaths  of  a  number  of  children.  This  is  a 


true  story.  Schlichtmann  ended  up  prac¬ 
tically  bankrupt,  and  the  victim  of  a  ner¬ 
vous  breakdown,  after  this  case.  Now 
he’s  married,  a  father,  practicing  law 
again,  and  the  book  based  on  his  story 
has  become  a  number  one  national  best 
seller;  Hollywood  loves  true  stories. 

What’s  happening  today  is  Jan 
(Travolta)  is  confronting  the  head  law¬ 
yer  for  the  mills  (Duvall)  at  a  Red  Sox 
game  with  some  important  new  evidence 
that’s  come  up  after  the  trial.  This  never 
actually  happened.  Yes,  Hollywood 
loves  true  stories.  I  wait  in  line  to  get 
my  work  form  ($43  for  eleven  hours, 
plus  lunch),  realizing  how  painful  it’s 
going  to  be  to  pretend  I’m  watching  a 
May  game  when  it’s  actually  forty  de¬ 
grees  outside.  During  breakfast,  served 
in  a  heated  area  in  front  of  the  gate  D 
concession  stand,  I  meet,  via  bullhorn, 
the  second  assistant  director  (translation: 
traffic  cop)  and  his  assistant,  Sunday. 
“This  game  is  supposed  to  take  place  in 
the  spring  of  1986,”  I  am  told.  ”We  are 
aware  that  the  current  weather  conditions 
are  far  from  spring-like.  Therefore, 
please  help  us  as  much  as  possible  by 
freezing  to  death.  Just  kidding-  sort  of.” 

continuation  on  page  15 


Speaker  Cecilia  Chan 


By  Ernani  J.  DeAraujo,  I 
News  Editor 


At  the  winter  induction  of  the 
National  Honors  Society,  members  of 
Class  I  and  II  were  privileged  to  hear  Ms. 
Cecilia  Chan,  a  Latin  School  alumna, 
speak.  Several  stu¬ 
dents  told  me  that 
she  was  the  most  in¬ 
spirational  speaker 
ever  at  an  NHS  in¬ 
duction.  When  inter¬ 
viewing  Ms.  Chan,  I 
was  surprised  to  find 
out  that  her  speech 
came  straight  from 
the  heart,  without 
notes.  Ms.  Chan 
makes  no  secret 
about  her  love  for 
BLS  and  her  desire  to  see  its  continued 
success  in  educating  Boston’s  children. 

Ms.  Chan  graduated  the  Latin 
School  in  1981.  During  her  time  here, 
she  distinguished  herself  as  the  first  fe¬ 
male  editor  of  the  Argo.  After  Latin,  Ms. 
Chan  attended  New  York  University 
where  she  graduated  with  a  Bachelor  of 
Science  Degree  in  International  Business 
and  Marketing.  She  began  her  career  at 
Dean  Witter  Realty,  Inc.  Later,  she 
worked  for  certain  firms  including  the 
Templar  Asset  Management  firm,  which 


she  and  her  partners  created  with  the 
purpose  of  investing  in  China.  Presently, 
Ms. Chan  is  not  only  an  active  member 
of  the  local  BLS  alumni  chapter  in  New 
York  ,  but  she  is  also  serves  as  Director 
of  RADE  Management  Corp. 

Speaking  of  Latin,  Ms.  Chan 
said  “it’s  as  close  to 
utopia  as  possible.” 
What  pleases  Ms. 
Chan  most  about 
BLS  is  its  focus  on 
providing  a  top 
notch  education  for 
working  class  fami¬ 
lies.  Ms.  Chan  be¬ 
lieves  in  the  “multi¬ 
plier  effect”  which 
occurs  when  stu¬ 
dents  take  the  ben¬ 
efits  which  they  have 
received  at  BLS  and  then,  in  turn,  affect 
the  lives  of  others.  Ms.  Chan  has  cer¬ 
tainly  exemplified  this  principle  by  giv¬ 
ing  back  to  her  community  and  by  using 
her  talents  in  the  business  world. 

Ms.  Kelley  eloquently  stated  in 
her  address  at  the  NHS  induction,  “Ms. 
Chan  has  long  recognized  what  you  have 
heard  me  say,  how  important  it  is  to  give 
back.”  Certainly,  Ms.  Chan’s  example 
serves  as  an  inspiration  to  all  Latin 
School  students  to  give  of  the  themselves 
to  their  community. 
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Editor’s  Note 


By  Feng  Yuan  Xu,  I 
Editor-in-Chief 


We  apologize  for  the  delay  in 
this  issue’s  publication.  Senior  exhaus¬ 
tion,  the  flu,  snow  days,  schedule  con¬ 
fusions,  and  midterms  caused  this  issue 
to  come  out  two  weeks  later  than  previ¬ 
ously  planned. 

When  readers  of  the  Argo  leaf 
through  the  paper,  they  will  notice  that 
most  articles  and  artwork  are  by  upper¬ 
classmen.  One  question  that  has  been 
asked  of  the  Argo  and  Register  is  if  we 
give  preference  to  pieces  submitted  by 
upperclassmen.  The  answer  from  both 
publications  is:  No!  I  understand  that 
the  Register  selects  pieces  anonymously, 
replacing  the  author’s  name  of  each 
piece  with  a  number  so  that  the  Edito¬ 
rial  Board  does  not  discriminate.  While 
we  at  the  Argo  do  not  number  submis¬ 
sions,  we  too  go  to  great  lengths  to  en¬ 
sure  that  pieces  written  by 
lowerclassmen  have  an  equal,  if  not  bet¬ 
ter,  shot  at  publication. 


The  Argo  has  as  many  staff 
from  the  younger  grades  as  the  older 
grades.  However,  those  who  actually 
come  to  the  meetings  and  end  up  sub¬ 
mitting  articles  are  upperclassmen. 
When  Argo  editors  put  together  the  pa¬ 
per,  we  stay  very,  very  late  after  school. 
Staff  members  who  are  willing  to  stay 
so  late  are  upperclassmen.  When  Argo 
editors  are  desperately  seeking  last 
minute  articles  and  do  not  have  time  to 
call  a  meeting  for  the  assignment  of  just 
one  article,  they  will  assign  it  to  one  of 
their  classmates,  an  upperclassmen. 

If  anything,  we  try  to  encour¬ 
age  younger  classmen  to  write.  When 
two  articles  are  of  equal  quality  and  rel¬ 
evance,  we  would  actually  give  the  one 
written  by  a  younger  student  preference. 
We  even  return  every  article  that  is  not 
published  to  the  author  and  give  him  or 
her  an  explanation  of  why  the  article  was 
not  published  and  tips  on  how  to  better 
his  or  her  chances  of  publication.  We 
are  tapped  out  for  new  ideas  of  how  to 
increase  younger  classmen  participation. 


If  anyone  has  suggestions,  please  e-mail 
us  at:  bls_argo@yahoo.com. 

In  April,  we  will  be  distribut¬ 
ing  applications  to  students  interested  in 
applying  for  an  editorial  position  in  the 
1999-2000  school  year.  All  positions  are 
open  and  I  strongly  urge  everyone  inter¬ 
ested  to  apply.  Working  on  the  Argo  is 
hard  work  and  several  positions  require 
a  significant  time  commitment.  How¬ 
ever,  there  are  many  benefits  that  make 
it  all  worthwhile.  Editors  who  stay  past 
dinner  time  are  guaranteed  a  free  pizza 
dinner.  (The  exchange  rate  works  out  to 
be  1  free  slice  of  pizza  for  every  3  hours 
of  work.)  In  addition,  as  if  free  pizza 
dinners  weren’t  enough,  Argo  editors 
also  enjoy  getting  the  inside  scoop  on 
events  going  on  around  BLS,  having  an 
ultra-impressive  college  application,  and 
feeling  powerful  and  important  from 
working  on  a  publication  that  has  a  read¬ 
ership  of  over  2,500.  Whatever  your 
reasons  for  joining  the  Argo  are,  please 
pick  up  an  application  from  me  in  Hr  137 
or  Rolo  in  Hr  123. 


Articles  and  Letters  to  the  Editor 
should  be  e-mailed  to 
bls_argo@yahoo.com ,  given  to 
Feng  Yuan  Xu  in  137,  or  given  to 
Mr.  Flynn  in  the  Main  Office. 

The  Argo  wishes  to  apologize  for  any 
mistakes  found  in  the  last  issue,  espe¬ 
cially  to  Mr.  Schwarz,  whose  college 
information  was  incorrectly  listed  in  that 
he  recieved  his  B.S.  from  MIT  rather 
than  the  University  of  Texas. 

All  students  interested  in  applying  for 
an  editorial  position  for  the  1999-2000 
should  obtain  an  application  from  Feng 
in  Hr  137,  Rolo  in  Hr  123,  or  Mr.  Flynn 
in  the  Main  Office. 

Visit  Argo  on  the  Web  at: 
http  ://members.xoom.com/Argo 
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Ask  Argo 

Got  a  question  you're  just  dying  to  ask?  Got  a  burning  desire  to  know?  Well,  just 
ask  the  Argo!  Our  multitudes  of  trained  editors  won't  rest  until  we  have  the  an¬ 
swer!  Submit  questions  to  any  of  our  editors  or  e-mail  them  to  bls_argo@yahoo.com. 


Founded  in  1970 


1997  New  England  Scholastic 
Press  Association  Superior 
Achievment  Award 

1996  New  England  Scholastic 
Press  Association  Superior 
Achievment  Award 

1996  Suffolk  University 
High  School  Journalism 
Competition  3rd  Place 

1994  1st  Place  Winner  of 
New  England  Scholastic  Press 
Association  Competition 


The  Argo  is  a  school-affiliated 
publication  produced  monthly  by  the 
students  of  Boston  Latin  School.  It 
serves  as  a  forum  for  the  free  exchange 
of  news  and  ideas  in  the  community  of 
students,  faculty,  parents,  and  alumni. 
The  expressions,  suggestions,  and  con¬ 
tributions  of  all  readers  are  encouraged 
through  letters  to  the  editor.  The  Argo 
reserves  the  right  to  edit  letters  for  length 
and  clarity. 

The  Argo  is  produced  as  an  ex¬ 
tra-curricular  activity.  All  typography 
and  layout  are  done  entirely  by  students 
using  Macintosh  computers  running 
Microsoft  Word  and  Adobe  Page  Maker. 


Q:  What's  this  acceptable  use 
policy  stuff  that  everyone 
keeps  talking  about? 

A:  Mmm. . .  Acceptable  use? 
What's  that?  Oh,  THAT.  Yeah, 
if  you  don't  sign  it,  you  don't 
get  access  to  a  school  computer. 
Period.  Not  for  any  reason,  not 
even  if  your  printer  broke  the 
day  your  senior  thesis  was  due 
and  you  can't  graduate  unless 
you  turn  it  in  and  you  brought 
your  disk  in  to  print  it  in  school. 
C'mon  guys,  this  isn't  brain 
surgery.  How  hard  is  it  to  sign 
)lof  sheet  of  paper  anyway?  Just 
do  it! 

Q:  Do  our  parents  really  care 
about  us? 

A:  Yes.  In  fact,  many  of  our 
parents  have  formed  their  own 
mailing  list,  an  e-mail  forum,  to 
discuss  their  children's  (or 
sometimes  their  own)  issues, 
dilemmas,  and  concerns.  Stu¬ 
dents  are  also  welcome  to 
participate  in  this  forum.  If  you 
or  your  parent  would  like  to 
join  this  list,  e-mail: 
blsparents@world.std.com  and 
state  your  e-mail  address,  your 
name,  and  why  you  would  like 
to  join  the  list. 


Q:  Why  do  we  have  to  take 
Latin? 

A:  [censored] 

Q:  Why  are  there  no  senior 
privileges? 

A:  [censored] 

Q:  Does  the  Argo  ever  censor 
material? 

A:  No.  No,  we  don't. 

Q:  What  is  the  point  of  this 
Ask  Argo  column  anyway? 

A:  This  column  is  an  effective 
method  of  addressing  the 
concerns  of  the  Boston  Latin 
School  student  body.  No, 
actually,  as  you  have  probably 
figured  out  already,  the  first 
part  of  the  column  answers 
serious  questions  while  the 
second  part  is  a  lame 
space-filler. 
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News/Features 


Clinton  Visits  Boston 


By  Ernani  J.  DeAraujo,  I 
News  Editor 


On  February  2nd,  the  Jackson/Mann  elementary  school  in  Brighton  was 
honored  by  President  William  Jefferson  Clinton,  Mayor  Thomas  Menino,  and  other 
State  officials  for  its  excellence  in  education.  In  his 
address,  President  Clinton  unveiled  an  ambitious  plan 
to  apply  effective  educational  strategies,  like  those  em¬ 
ployed  at  the  Jackson/Mann,  to  the  whole  nation. 

President  Clinton  cited  several  examples  as 
to  why  the  national  government  must  consider  educa¬ 
tion  a  central  goal  for  the  twenty  first  century.  Clinton 
discussed  the  many  challenges  affecting  the  nation’s 
schools:  poor  leadership,  underqualified  teachers,  over¬ 
crowded  classrooms,  deteriorating  buildings,  and  un¬ 
safe  conditions.  According  to  the  President,  only  if  the 
Federal  government  works  together  with  the  states  can 
education  be  improved. 

Several  initiatives  were  proposed  by  Clinton 
to  strengthen  the  nation’s  schools.  To  address  the  issue 
of  deteriorating  and  overcrowded  schools,  the  President  advocates  the  use  of  Fed¬ 
eral  funds  to  aid  states  in  building  new  schools  and  repairing  older  ones.  In  hopes 
of  countering  inadequate  leadership  and  teaching,  Clinton  proposes  certain  ideas: 
provide  scholarship  incentives  to  attract  students  to  teaching  in  areas  where  they 
are  in  demand  ,  and  set  standards  for  the  nations  schools  threatening  to  shut  down 
those  schools  that  are  ineffective.  In  addition,  reiterating  his  State  of  the  Union 
pledge,  Clinton  emphatically  called  for  an  end  to  social  promotion  which  leaves 


students  without  the  skills  necessary  to  succeed  in  the  modern  economy.  Finally, 
Clinton  proposed  the  creation  and  enforcing  of  codes  of  discipline  to  protect  teach¬ 
ers  and  students  from  violence. 

Thanks  to  the  graciousness  of  Mayor  Thomas  Menino,  I  was  privileged  to 
see  the  President  speak  in  Brighton.  I  was  thoroughly  impressed  by  Clinotn’s  abil¬ 
ity  to  effectively  communicate  and  express  his  ideas;  his  charisma  allowed  him  to 

connect  with  the  public,  drawing  raucous  applause  on 
various  occasions  in  response  to  his  message. 

Today  in  America,  one  either  likes  or  dislikes 
the  President.  After  having  seen  him  in  person,  I  felt 
challenged  to  end  my  ambivalence  towards  him  and  to 
decide  what  I  actually  feel. 

When  Clinton  was  elected  in  1992, 1  was  ini¬ 
tially  disappointed  with  his  agenda  due  to  my  strongly 
conservative  views.  However,  as  I  have  become  less 
ideological,  I  now  appreciate  Clinton  as  a  very  effec¬ 
tive  leader. 

Under  his  leadership,  America  has  had  to  adapt 
to  the  role  of  sole  super  power  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Clinton  has  intervened  in  several  areas  around  the 
world,  including  places  like  Bosnia,  the  Middle  East 
and  Northern  Ireland,  promoting  peace.  At  home,  Clinton  has  been  at  the  helm  of 
the  strongest  economy  in  American  history.  These  actions,  in  addition  to  his  do¬ 
mestic  policies  which  have  brought  Americans  a  balanced  budget,  welfare  reform, 
and  expanded  healthcare,  have  shown  Clinton  to  be  a  strong  president  (TIME,  “How 
History  Will  Judge  Him”,  Schlesinger,  2/22/99). 

Though  some  may  intensely  dislike,  or  even  hate  the  president,  I  am  among 
those  who  approves  of  his  performance  over  the  past  six  and  half  years. 


Asian  Night  Concerns  Addressed 


By  Selena  Tang,  I 
Graphics  Arts  Editor 


This  year’s  Asian  Night,  a  BLS 
evening  student  event  that  promotes  and  cel¬ 
ebrates  Asian  culture,  has  been  tentatively  ap¬ 
proved  for  April  9th  by  Ms.  Kelley.  Because 
of  security  problems  involving  last  year’s 
Asian  Night  and  other  evening  events,  a  group 
of  multi-ethnic  BLS  club  leaders  have  met  to 
address  this  issue.  At  our  first  meeting,  we 
realized  that  we  all  valued  ethnic  events  as 
an  important  means  to  showcase  students’  tal¬ 
ents  and  cultures.  We  also  drew  up  plans  and 
support  forms  for  faculty,  parents,  and  stu¬ 
dents  in  order  to  demonstrate  that  this  con¬ 
cern  went  well  beyond  individual  races. 

The  security  aspect  for  Asian  Night 
was  still  a  major  concern.  Therefore,  many  steps  were 
taken  in  order  to  ensure  the  safety  of  this  year’s  event. 
We  met  with  the  lieutenants  of  the  Boston  School  Po¬ 
lice  Department,  and  the  Boston  Youth  Violence  Strike 
Force  (a  division  of  the  Boston  Police  Department). 


Updated  on  last  year’s  problems,  these  officers  helped 
develop  a  security  plan  and  graciously  offered  their 
time  and  staff  in  order  to  make  this  year’s  Asian  Night 
a  safe  and  enjoyable  event.  The  security  plans  for  Asian 
Night  commits  officers  to  be  located  inside  and  out¬ 


side  of  the  school.  Also,  bright  lights  have  now  been 
installed  in  the  front  of  the  building.  Only  BLS  stu¬ 
dents,  families,  and  adults  are  allowed  to  attend  this 
year’s  Asian  Night.  Tickets  will  only  be  sold  prior  to 
this  evening  event,  which  will  begin  at  approximately 


5  PM  with  everyone  out  by  8  PM.  Refreshments  will 
be  served  following  the  show. 

In  addition,  parental  participation  remains  an 
important  component  to  this  event.  After  hearing  of 
our  security  plans,  Ms.  Kelley  offered  to  help  by  refer¬ 
ring  the  Asian  Night  Committee  to  an  Asian 
parent  contact.  Thus,  on  Thanksgiving  Day,  a 
group  of  thirteen  Asian  parents  met  to  discuss 
various  concerns  including  Asian  Night.  After 
being  told  about  the  event’s  goals,  problems, 
and  solutions,  almost  all  of  the  parents  enthu¬ 
siastically  volunteered  to  help.  However,  there 
is  still  a  great  need  for  additional  parent  volun¬ 
teers  in  order  to  make  this  year’s  Asian  Night  a 
success. 

Although  there  is  still  much  work  ahead  of 
us,  we  are  happy  to  say  that  we  are  on  our  way 
to  a  safe,  successful,  and  enjoyable  perfor¬ 
mance.  Through  this  experience,  we  have  been 
supported  by  many  wonderful  people  who  are 
enthusiastic  about  helping  us  meet  our  goals.  We  are 
grateful  to  all  of  them  for  sharing  their  rich  knowledge 
in  order  to  continue  our  important  BLS  tradition,  Asian 
Night.  Hope  to  see  BLS  students  and  parents  at  our 
April  performance! 


International  Showcase 


By  Mary  Preap,  II 
Contributing  Writer 


Think  of  International  Show¬ 
case  as  a  big  party,  an  event  that  cel¬ 
ebrates  various  cultures.  In  one  night,  it 
showcases  a  variety  of  acts  that  we  don’t 
usually  get  to  see. 

I  attended  the  event  last  year 
and  I  remember  that  I  wasn’t  too  keen 
on  the  idea  of  being  in  it  or  on  seeing  it 
for  that  matter.  However,  I  was  coerced 
by  a  friend  of  mine  to  be  in  the  Parade 
of  Nations  and  thought  that  after  my  task 
was  over,  I  would  be  sitting  in  the  audi¬ 
ence  for  about  three  hours  counting  the 
light  bulbs. 

Well,  I  was  pleasantly  sur¬ 
prised.  They  kicked  off  the  show  with 
the  Parade  of  Nations,  which  is  actually 
a  cool  concept.  They  have  a  large  group 
of  people  who  speak  different  languages 
parade  onto  the  stage  carrying  their  na¬ 
tive  flags.  Dressed  in  full  costume,  they 


recite  a  couple  of  sentences  welcoming 
the  audience  to  the  show.  Then  the  show 
officially  starts. 

Then 
clubs  get  the  chance 
to  display  their  tal¬ 
ents  in  the  perfor¬ 
mance  section. 

There  was  dancing, 
singing,  a  poetry 
reading,  and  much 
more.  I  remember 
Jamakeah  Barker 
and  Geremy  Howell 
coming  out  and 
singing  the  South 
African  National 
Anthem.  Red  Note  Five,  a  local  band, 
was  playing  on  the  side  of  the  stage  and 
they  did  a  really  good  job.  The  two  MC’s 
started  dancing  to  their  music,  and  it  was 
extremely  funny.  There  were  booths  in 
various  rooms  of  the  school,  with  dif¬ 
ferent  clubs  displaying  their  different 
cultures.  There  was  an  abundance  of 


great  food  at  the  showcase,  and  most  of 
the  rooms  were  set  up  with  specifically 
ethnic  food.  It  was 
fun  to  be  a  part  of 
it. 

I  had  the 
chance  to  see  some 
really  awesome 
costumes.  It’s  not 
like  you  experience 
this  sort  of  thing  ev¬ 
ery  day.  For  in¬ 
stance,  my  friend, 
Ariana,  represented 
Mexico  and  she 
stood  in  sandals  that 
her  grandfather 
made.  They  were  really  beautiful  mainly 
because  they  were  made  with  love  and 
skill.  They  weren’t  manufactured;  they 
took  time  and  care  to  make.  They  were 
unique.  I  guess  my  point  here  is  that 
that’s  the  real  reason  we  have  Interna¬ 
tional  Showcase  -  to  display  unique 
people  who  come  together  from  all  types 


of  backgrounds,  and  to  unite  them  for 
one  night  and  form  an  altogether  unique 
show.  I  don’t  think  I’m  stressing  the 
unique  part  enough.  It’s  also  about  be¬ 
ing  proud  of  who  you  are.  International 
Showcase  gives  students  the  chance  to 
show  their  other  world. 

The  only  drawback  that  I  ob¬ 
served  was  that  the  audience  last  year 
was  slightly  smaller  than  expected.  In¬ 
ternational  Showcase  has  become  one  of 
the  lesser  known  treasures  of  BLS.  The 
point  is  that  this  is  a  great  opportunity  to 
check  out  something  new  and  exciting. 

This  year’s  International  Show¬ 
case  is  scheduled  for  Friday,  March  19, 
1999.  It’s  from  6:30  to  10:00  PM.  This 
year  promises  to  top  last  year’s  show.  No 
one  knows  what  will  happen,  but  it  will 
undoubtedly  be  entertaining  and  fun.  We 
also  need  more  volunteers  and  more  acts, 
so  if  anyone  is  interested  in  being  in  it 
or  helping  out,  please  contact  Rachel 
Bairstowin  101,  Stephanie  Laffer  in  130, 
or  Ronaldo  Rauseo-Ricupero  in  123. 


I  had  the  chance  to 
see  some  really 
awesome  costumes. 
Ariana  represented 
Mexico,  she  stood 
in  sandals  that  her 
grandfather  made. 
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Accomplishments  for  the  Arts  at  BLS 


in  the  right  direction.  However,  prob¬ 
lems  arise  when  discussion  on  the  future 
of  art  instruction  at  BLS  turns  away  from 
the  context  of  construction,  and  towards 
that  of  administration.  At  press  time, 
there  is  a  rather  glaring  omission  in  the 
eagerness  for  the  new  curriculum:  no  one 
seems  to  be  able  to  say  when  teachers 
will  be  hired  to  Fill  the  new  art  facilities. 

While  the  building  is  expected 
to  be  completed  by  September  of  2000, 
art  is  expected  to  become  fully  integrated 
into  the  curriculum  only  within  the 
next  three  or  four  years.  This  means 
that  for  at  least  a  year  there  seems  to 
be  no  evident  use  yet  planned  for  the 
new  addition  to  the  building,  aside 
from  the  new  cafeteria.  Any  sugges¬ 
tions  pertaining  to  the  new  mandate 
for  an  arts  curriculum  are  open  to  dis¬ 
cussion;  nothing  is  set.  OF  course, 
such  minor  details  as,  say,  whether  the 
photography  classes  will  be  open  only 
to  those  students  who  have  access  to 
their  own  cameras  or  whether  the 
school  will  provide  such  equipment, 
are  not  monumentally  pertinent  as  of 
yet.  However,  the  issue  of  a  building 
sitting,  merely  waiting,  a  full  year  be¬ 
tween  its  completion  and  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  teachers  to  take  full  advan¬ 
tage  of  it,  seems  a  concern  that  should 
be  amended. 

This  is  not  meant  to  be  a  berat¬ 
ing  of  the  plans  the  school  has  for  en¬ 
hancing  its  facilities  to  a  level  clearly  re¬ 
quired  by  for  a  new  age;  they  are  cer¬ 
tainly  appreciated  and  long  overdue.  It 
is,  after  all,  greatly  refreshing  to  write 
an  article  for  the  argument  for  the  arts 
section  and  have  positive  things  to  re¬ 
port,  for  a  change.  It  is,  however,  meant 
as  an  elucidation  of  an  oversight  in  the 
hope  that  it  will  be  corrected. 


By  Jane  Gurfinkel,  I 
A&E  Editor 


This  summer,  hopefully  as  early 
as  the  week  of  June  28,  the  construction 
crews  and  the  equipment  will  arrive  to 
break  ground  for  the  foundation  of  the 
addition  to  Boston  Latin’s  building.  In 
two  years  the  students  at  78  Avenue 
Louis  Pasteur  will  attend  a  building  ca¬ 
pable  of  meeting  the  criteria  of  the 
scholastic  demands  of  the  next 
millenium.  The  installments  to  the 
new  and  improved  Boston  Latin 
School  will  include  a  bevy  of  new  art 
facilities,  consisting  of  five  new  art 
rooms  and  a  theater,  in  addition  to  a 
new  cafeteria.  The  old  building,  too, 
will  be  renovated  to  meet  with  sci¬ 
ence-  and  computer  department  re¬ 
quirements. 

Each  of  the  art  rooms  will 
have  a  designated  purpose.  There  will 
be  one  all-purpose  room  to  serve  as  a 
meeting-place,  and  provide  a  pos¬ 
sible  gallery  space  for  the  creations 
to  emerge  from  the  other  four,  two 
general  studios  dedicated  expressly 
to  such  three-dimensional  arts  as 
sculpture  and  ceramics,  and  two 
rooms  for  disciplines  heretofore  com¬ 
pletely  untested  at  the  Boston  Latin 
School:  computer  graphics  and  photog¬ 
raphy.  The  theater  is  not  planned  as  a 
substitute  for  the  current  auditorium,  but 
rather  as  an  arena  specifically  dedicated 
to  the  performing  arts.  Anyone  who  has 
ever  sat  in  the  far  back  of  the  audito¬ 
rium  during  public  declamation  knows 
that  the  long,  rectangular  cavern  tends 
to  impede  the  sound  of  a  voice  and 
muffle  it.  Thus,  the  fan-shaped  theater 


is  designed  to  fulfil  the  capability  of  any 
professional  theater  to  carry  sound  and 
optimally  magnify  it.  The  seats  in  the  au¬ 
ditorium  will  not  be  permanent  fixtures, 
but  rather  folding  chairs  that  will  allow 
for  the  reorganization  of  the  room’s  seat¬ 
ing  arrangement,  as  well  as  for  one  more 
benefit,  which  is,  perhaps,  the  most  dis¬ 
tinctly  conspicuous  example  of  how 
much  Boston  Latin  is  changing.  By  re¬ 
moving  all  the  seats  entirely,  the  floor  of 
the  theater  will  provide  a  space  that  could 


of-character,  yet  extremely  welcome, 
change.  Even  though  many  of  us  will  not 
be  here  to  appreciate  these  new  enhance¬ 
ments,  it  seems  somehow  exhilarating  to 
merely  know  that  they  are  being  enacted 
at  all.  In  fact,  the  promotion  policy  for 
all  the  public  schools  of  Boston  now  re¬ 
quires  not  only  that  students  in  grades 
six  through  eight  pass  four  of  six  semes¬ 
ters  of  instruction  in  the  arts  (visual,  the¬ 
ater,  dance,  and  music),  but  also  that  stu¬ 
dents  in  grades  nine  to  twelve  pass  two 


be  used  as  a  facility  for  dance  instruc¬ 
tion,  a  course  that  will  be  included  as  a 
part  of  the  physical  education  curricu¬ 
lum. 

For  those  who  have  always 
wanted  to  learn  how  to  develop  photo¬ 
graphs  or  computer  graphics  or  ballet, 
but  have  been  denied  this  education  by 
the  stringency  of  the  classical  curricu¬ 
lum  of  which  the  school  is  so  proud,  this 
news  should  come  as  a  refreshingly  out- 


semesters  of  art  education  as  well.  The 
change  is  a  significant  mark  of  the  times, 
for  now  if  a  student  is  not  in  an  art  or 
music  AP  class,  then  he  has  essentially 
had  no  art  education  through  all  of  high 
school. 

For  those  of  us  who  have  been 
clamoring  for  a  reconnaissance  of  the 
current  deficiency  of  art  education  at  the 
Boston  Latin  School,  all  of  the  forthcom¬ 
ing  changes  seem  like  an  optimistic  step 


From  Your  InfoBase:  The  BLS  Library  Media  Center 


By  Joel  Ramos 
Contributing  Writer 


You  know  I  could  dish  out  a  num¬ 
ber  of  stories  about  student  experiences  in 
our  library  that  will  give  you  a  chuckle, 
maybe  a  laugh,  but  most  of  all,  give  you 
some  insight  on  some  of  the  nuances  of 
the  BLS  Library.  Day  to  day,  period  by  pe¬ 
riod,  I  get  to  interact  with  tons  of  students 
about  their  research,  in  locating  particular 
writings  and,  of  course,  in  how  to  best  use 
the  most  popular  item  of  all,  the  library 
the  photocopier.  I  have  some  pleasant  oc¬ 
currences  I  can  relate  and  some  I’d  rather 
not  repeat.  Overall,  most  everyone  has  it 
down,  the  library  etiquette,  the  “do’s  and 
don’ts”  and  even  the  distinguishing  factors  between  the  Library  of  Congress  classi¬ 
fication  system  and  the  Dewey  Decimal  system.  Kudos  to  you  all!  There  is  a  grow¬ 
ing  problem,  though,  and  it’s  coming  at  me  daily  across  all  grades.  I  think  it’s  due 
mostly  to  a  misunderstanding.  For  many  of  you  it  is  significantly  jeopardizing  your 
ability  to  gather  pertinent  information  when  creating  your  student  products.  I  feel 
it’s  necessary  to  clear  this  one  up  before  I  can  go  on  recommending  anymore  of  our 
amazing  sources. 

Student  BLS  Network  accounts  were  given  out  this  fall  to  all  students 
right  before  the  Thanksgiving  break.  This  business  has  apparently  been  misunder¬ 
stood  by  many,  undermined  by  others,  and  of  course,  put  aside  for  later  by  my 
fellow  procrastinators.  First  of  all,  let’s  call  this  account  information(username  and 
password),  your  personal  set  of  keys.  Yep,  your  keys  to  the  BLS  computers,  any¬ 
where  on  this  campus,  not  just  the  library.  These,  your  computers,  are  all  over  the 
place  and  more  and  more  of  them  are  popping  up  all  around  your  BLS  campus.  In 
order  to  use  them  for  typing,  chart  making,  e-mailing  and/or  web  surfing,  or  for 
school  work,  you  need  to  have  your  personal  set  of  keys  readily  available  with  you. 
It’s  really  just  information  you’ve  memorized,  so  if  you  read,  signed,  and  turned  in 
the  AUP  (Authorized  User  Policy)  on  time  you  should  have  already  familiarized 
yourself  with  this  routine.  A  second  round  “second  chance”  sweep  was  allowed  to 
pickup  the  “latebees”  that  didn’t  turn  in  their  signed  AUP  or.  time,  but  even  so, 


there  are  too  many  students  who  have 
not  yet  completed  this  process.  I  think, 
based  on  what  I  keep  hearing,  too  many 
students  were  under  the  impression  this 
AUP  was  only  for  using  the  Internet,  or 
going  on  the  web,  as  the  lingo  goes.  This 
is  not  the  case. 

Your  user  account  is  yours  to  use.  If 
you  didn’t  activate  it  by  using  it  at  least 
once  it’s  still  yours  to  use.  It’s  that 
simple.  It’s  your  personal  set  of  keys  to 
the  school  computers.  “Oh,  I  didn’t 
know  that!”  I  hear  this  too  often  in  the 
library  as  I  give  my  short  version  speech. 
The  other  line  that  usually  follows  is: 
“Oh,  I  thought  that  account  stuff  was  just 
to  use  the  Internet,  I  have  access  to  the 
web  at  home.”  The  Internet  (a.k.a.  the 
International  Network  of  Computers  or 
The  Information  Super  Highway,  in  Gore’s  lingo)  is  one  of  the  many  information 
resources  you  can  tap  into  via  the  computers  using  your  set  of  keys.  When  you 
enter,  you  log  into  information  on  one  of  the  many  computers  at  BLS,  including  the 
Library,  for  typing  or  anything,  you  are  logging  in  to  the  school’s  LAN  (Local  Area 
Network).  This  “family”  of  computers,  the  BLS  Network,  are  linked  together  and 
talk  to  one  main  computer  in  a  back  room  (the  server),  which  acts  like  a  gatekeeper 
checking  everybody  in.  It’s  our  BLS  campus  group  of  computers  for  you  to  use  in 
your  educational  process.  You  need  It.  It’s  your  tool.  Why  not  use  it? 

If  you  are  a  current  student  at  BLS,  you  do  have  an  account.  If  you  don’t 
have  this  account  information,  your  set  of  keys,  you  need  to  have  them.  First  off, 
give  up  the  argument  that  someone  else  missed  a  beat  somewhere  along  the  line  as 
the  reason  why  you  don’t  have  an  active  account  today.  That’s  possible.  I’m  sure! 
Drop  that  attitude  and  go  ahead  and  forgive  them  and  start  right  from  the  top.  Pick 
up  a  blank  ALT  form  (we  have  some  in  the  library),  get  it  signed  and  turn  it  in 
ASAP.  You  can  bring  it  up  to  me,  or  give  it  to  one  of  the  two  librarians.  We  will 
bring  it  over  to  Ms.  DeMore,  the  parent  volunteer  who  has  been  fervently  working 
on  this  and  many  other  BLS  computer  network  projects.  She  will  be  glad  to  get  you 
going  on  your  way  to  more  successful  information  gathering  to  help  you  in  creating 
fabulous  student  products.  Let’s  do  it,  it’s  yours  to  use  and  remember,  your  BLS 
Library  should  be  your  first  stop  for  information.  ‘Til  later,  From  Your  InfoBase. 
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Science  Times 


By  Alisa  Sotnik,  1 
Staff  Writer 


The  purpose  of  this  column  is  to  provide  students  of  the 
Latin  School  with  brief  summaries  of  the  various  ad¬ 
vances  in  the  Scientific  World.  /  hope  it  will  be  main¬ 
tained  in  the  future  years  as  Science  will  continue  to 
reveal  and  perplex. 

Geology 

Volcanoes  that  spurt  magma  at  over  3,000  de¬ 
grees  Fahrenheit  are  suspected  to  exist  on  Jupiter’s  in¬ 
nermost  moon,  Io.  Photographs  taken  in  1979  by  Voy¬ 
ager  1  led  many  to  believe  that  such  volcanoes  were  of 
the  same  caliber  as  our  own,  reaching  no  more  than  2,000 
degrees.  However,  the  infrared  cameras  on  last  year’s 
Galileo  spacecraft  revealed  more  than  twelve  hot  spots 
that  make  ours  look  like  cool  mountain  lakes,  say  as¬ 
tronomers.  Paul  E.  Geissler,  planetary  scientist  at  the 
University  of  Arizona  in  Tucson,  one  of  the  observers, 
was  astonished  at  the  phenomenon,  commenting  that 
“not  very  many  things  can  reach  that  temperature  and 
not  be  a  vapor.”  The  volcanoes  on  Io  now  stand  as  some 
of  the  hottest  surfaces  in  our  solar  system,  second  only 
to  the  sun  itself. 

Source:  The  Sciences,  Sep./Oct.  1998 

Neurology:  Evolving  Brains 

(A  Recommended  Reading) 

John  Morgan  Allman’s  Evolving  Brains  *  a 
recent  addition  to  the  prodigious  Scientific  American 
Library  series,  is  an  excellent  text  to  satiate  the  appetite 
of  a  voracious  inquisitor  of  the  wonders  of  our  neuro¬ 
logical  system  and  its  evolution.  This  well-illustrated 
edition  provides  a  comprehensive  account  of  the  under¬ 
lying  physiological  mechanisms  that  are  responsible  for 
the  various  interrelated  functions  of  the  brain  as  well  as 
their  intricate  evolution  throughout  different  species. 
Allman  also  provides  a  fascinating  analysis  of  compara¬ 
tive  brain  developments,  revealing  both  the  logic  and 
the  incongruities  of  the  animal  kingdom.  Evolving 
Brains  serves  as  both  a  useful  source  for  reference,  with 
its  compilation  of  the  latest  research,  and  as  simply  an 
interesting  literary  work  that  stimulates  the  mind  and 
that  poses,  as  well  as  answers,  puzzling  questions  con¬ 
cerning  why  we  humans  are  the  way  we  are. 

*Allman,  John  Morgan  Evolving  Brains,  Scientific 
American  Library;  New  York,  NY  ©  1999 


Black  Diamonds 


By  Justina  Wong,  II 
Features  Editor 


Have  you  ever  survived  a  major  wipeout? 
Not  a  slight  tumble  on  the  bunny  slope,  but  the 
kind  of  beating  you  receive  after  the  edge  of  your 
snowboard  catches  a  pile  of  snow,  flipping  you  over 
on  your  head  twice  and  leaving  an  incessant  throb¬ 
bing  over  your  entire  body  and  the  sky  spinning. 
Or,  when  racing  down  the  mountain,  you  ski  over 
a  piece  of  ice,  which  hurls  you  down  thirty  feet  in 
a  blazing  trail  of  a  “yardsale”.  Nonetheless,  you 
wake  up  the  next  morning  with  proud  bruises,  about 
which  you  can  complain  for  the  next  week.  Wel¬ 
come  to  the  wonderful  world  of  snowboarding  and 
skiing. 

In  no  way  am  I  insinuating  that  these 
sports  are  especially  difficult,  dangerous,  or  ardu¬ 
ous:  everything  in  life  is.  You  take  a  fall  and  get 
right  back  up  (or  in  some  cases,  you  take  many 
falls  and  try  to  get  right  back  up).  Be  it  case  one  or 
case  two,  this  same  fundamental  rule  applies  on 
the  mountains.  On  the  slopes,  a  fall  only  proves 
that  you  pushed  yourself  to  the  daring  limits,  ac¬ 
cording  to  one  wise  snowboarder. 

One  recommended  way  of  minimizing,  if 
not  eliminating,  falls  is  practice  (makes  perfect). 
The  BLS  Ski  Club  is  an  excellent  opportunity  to 
emphasize  this  method  of  practicing,  since  it  orga¬ 


nizes  trips.  The  most  recent  trip  was  to  Waterville 
Valley  on  Saturday,  January  23rd. 

On  that  Saturday  morning,  at  6:30,  forty 
skiers  and  boarders  (Classes  VI  to  I)  hauled  out  to 
Waterville  Valley  in  New  Hampshire  (about  two 
hours  away).  It  was  worth  the  trip  once  you  were 
on  the  slopes.  The  trip  was  organized  by  seniors 
Joe  Lucia  (131)  and  James  Nicholls  (132)  with  Mr. 
Walker  acting  as  “guardian-for-the-day”.  Despite 
occasional  rain  and  thick  fog,  conditions  on  the  trails 
were  good  with  mild  temperatures  and  served  rid¬ 
ers  well  throughout  the  day.  Waterville  Valley  of¬ 
fered  trails  from  greens  to  double  black  diamonds 
for  a  variety  of  skiers  and  snowboarders.  Double 
black  diamond  “True  Grit”  with  moguls  and  icy 
spots  proved  a  challenge  for  the  advanced  and  ex¬ 
perienced,  while  the  “Boneyard”  (a  snowboard  park) 
provided  major  “sick”  jumps.  Despite  a  few  unex¬ 
pected  occurrences  like  a  stolen  (later  recovered) 
snowboard,  in  general  everyone  enjoyed  the  trip  and 
got  back  home  in  one  piece  (after  a  small  disagree¬ 
ment  over  videos,  Under  Siege  2  vs.  Armageddon). 

More  trips  are  being  planned  and,  hope¬ 
fully,  will  be  available.  Everyone  and  anyone  is  en¬ 
couraged  to  go.  Rentals  are  available  at  a  group  rate, 
and  skiing/snowboarding  lessons  are  extremely 
helpful.  It’s  never  too  late  to  learn.  Although  it  may 
be  trying  at  first,  it  pays  off  later.  Experience  it  your¬ 
self.  If  all  else  fails,  Tylenol  and  ice  Work. 


College  Search  at  BLS  (Cont'd) 


Continued  from  p.  1 

When  asked  about  these  changes,  Mr. 
McKinnon  is  quick  to  place  credit  elsewhere.  “Ms. 
Kelly,”  he  says,  “invited  this  project.  She  is  key  in  im¬ 
proving  on  getting  into  college  capacity.”  The  project 
came  about  because  “Ms.  Kelly  and  Bill  Schawbel 
wanted  to  do  some  innovative  things  with  the  Class  of 
2000.”  He  may  not  take  much  credit  for  it,  but  he  is  the 
one  helping  out  here.  He  made  a  commitment  with 
Schawbel  and  the  board  of  trustees  to  work  with  the 
junior  class  until  the  end  of  the  school  year.  That  is 
exactly  what  he  has  been  doing  and  he  deserves  his 
due. 

Another  change  in  the  college  preparation  de¬ 
partment  this  year  was  college  night.  Mr.  McKinnon 
stated  that  these  new  and  inventive  ideas  “began  to  take 
place  on  January  11,  1999  with  college  information 
night.”  Invitations  were  sent  out.  Reservations  were 
made.  It  became  a  big  deal.  Over  265  families  attended 
out  of  the  350-plus  families  from  the  junior  class.  He 
said,  “I  think  that  it  is  important  for  a  junior  kicking 
off  a  year-long  effort  of  college  searching.  You  kids 
work  your  tails  off  for  five  years  here.  The  goal  is  to 
find  the  best  possible  college  match.”  By  beginning 
the  process  now  and  getting  the  parents  involved,  he 
feels  that  this  goal  will  be  very  achievable. 

I  asked  Mr.  McKinnon  what  he  took  credit 
for  in  the  planning  of  college  information  night.  All  he 
would  say  was  that  he  helped  piece  it  together.  He  in¬ 
terviewed  people  to  help  with  SAT  prep  and  worked 
with  Mr.  Haberstroh  on  the  invitations.  He  “helped  co¬ 
ordinate  things.” 


Finally,  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  ex¬ 
tremely  helpful  programs  going  on  for  BLS  students 
this  year  is  SAT  prep.  Unless  you  are  one  of  the  240 
juniors  presently  enrolled  in  the  Princeton  Review,  you 
may  not  have  been  aware  of  this  new  and  exciting  event 
taking  place  at  our  very  own  Latin  School.  Paid  for 
entirely  by  Bill  Schawbel,  Latin  School  juniors,  are 
now  taking  part  in  the  Princeton  SAT  review  course 
for  a  deposit  of  only  $150  (which  will  be  refunded  at 
the  end  of  the  program  if  the  student  has  perfect  atten¬ 
dance). 

Mr.  McKinnon  is  very  excited  about  this  pro¬ 
gram.  He  says  that  “it’s  a  lot  of  work.  Only  at  Boston 
Latin  School  could  this  happen.”  Although  he  was  on 
the  committee  responsible  for  the  SAT  review  course, 
he  still  accepts  very  little  of  the  praise.  He  says  it  all 
goes  to  Ms.  Kelley  and  Mr.  Schawbel  as  well  as  to  the 
students.  The  students  have  to  be  dedicated  for  this  sort 
of  thing  to  work. 

Bruce  McKinnon’s  main  objective  in  return¬ 
ing  to  BLS  is  to  help  the  students.  He  has  faith  in  them 
and  hopes  that  this  program  will  be  a  success.  His  goal 
is  to  help  everyone  find  the  right  school  for  them-  emo¬ 
tionally,  academically,  athletically,  geographically,  and 
financially.  When  the  number  of  people  applying  to 
specific  colleges  each  year  is  increasing  as  dramati¬ 
cally  as  it  has  within  the  past  few  years,  we  gladly  ac¬ 
cept  as  much  help  as  we  can  get.  Bruce  McKinnon’s 
knowledge  of  the  material  and  his  enthusiasm  for  the 
subject  are  much  appreciated  assets.  We  hope  to  see 
what  he  has  helped  to  start  live  on  in  the  future. 


SEAL 

By  Gia  Veglia,  II 
Contributing  Writer 

SEAL  stands  for  Society,  Earth,  Animals,  and 
Life.  Its  activities  include  protecting  the  rights  of  the 
homeless  to  raising  money  for  the  MSPCA  to  sending 
petitions  around  to  get  a  bill  passed  on  recycling  (law 
still  pending).  In  the  past  SEAL  has  walked  the  Walk 
for  the  Animals,  served  in  a  Serv-A-Thon,  run  a  school¬ 
wide  penny  drive,  had  a  blanket  drive  for  animal  shel¬ 
ters,  worked  weekly  at  a  homeless  shelter,  and  has 
hosted  a  Great  American  Meat  Out  Day  featuring  free 

SEAL  is  a  group  of  com¬ 
passionate  people 

food,  to  mention  a  few  activities. 

This  year  we  have  had  the  penny  drive,  and 
petitioned  various  animal  testing  corporations.  Cur¬ 
rently  a  group  of  SEAL  club  members  give  up  a  few 
hours  on  Wednesdays  to  help  out  at  a  Meals  for  the 
Homeless  program  at  the  Paulist  Center  (at  Park  Street). 
By  the  end  of  this  year,  we  hope  to  have  an  animal 
awareness  program  with  a  local  grammar  school,  as 
well  as  other  things  done  by  SEAL  in  the  past,  includ¬ 
ing  a  field  trip. 

SEAL  is  a  group  of  compassionate  people  who 
see  wrongs  in  the  world  around  us,  and  in  a  peaceful 
and  positive  manner,  we  try  to  right  them,  to  improve 
the  world  for  all  of  us,  one  step  at  a  time.  To  find  out 
more  about  SEAL,  contact  Gia  Veglia  in  125,  Berly 
Cordero  in  201,  or  Mike  Diloreto  in  117. 
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Mr.  McCormack 


By  Jong  Tommee,  I 
Contributing  Writer 


For  those  who  had  him  as  a  teacher,  he  would 
always  be  remembered  for  his  friendly  manner  and  slow 
teaching  style.  For  those  who  didn’t  but  still  knew  him, 
they  would  at  least  be  remembered  for  his  very  thick 
and  rich  Bostonian  accent!  The  person  I  am  talking 
about  is  Mr.  Leo  McCormack,  a  Latin  School  history 
teacher  who  just  recently  retired. 

McCormack  was  what  one  might  think  of  as 
a  moderately  easygoing  teacher  as  well  as  a  friendly 
one.  He  was  always  fair  in  giving  tests  and  never  over¬ 
worked  his  students.  He  would  engage  in  great  discus¬ 


sions  about  history  with  his  students.  He  would  show 
great  films  from  time  to  time,  especially  when  there 
was  only  a  handful  of  students  present.  He  hardly  ever 
yelled  at  a  student.  Yet  if  a  student  tried  to  manipulate 
or  lie  to  him,  Mr.  McCormack  would  always  refute 
him,  but  in  a  friendly  way.  He  certainly  was  quite  smart 
and  cunning  and  never  fell  for  his  students’  tricks!  Mr. 
McCormack  could  have  retired  last  year  but  chose  not 
to  so  that  he  could  educate  an  additional  group  of  stu¬ 
dents. 

For  these  reasons,  we  will  definitely  miss  him. 
Mr.  McCormack  was  a  willing  educator  who  made  sure 
that  we  were  all  educated  well.  We  wish  him  good  luck 
and  assure  that  things  will  not  be  the  same  without 
him. 


A  Fight  Against  Hate  Crimes 


By  Alisa  Sotnik,  I 
Staff  Writer 


A  Fight  against  Hate  Crimes:  Mr.  Flynn 
as  BLS  Civil  Rights  Coordinator  Alisa 
Sotnik  Staff  Writer,  I 

Hate  crimes,  defined  as  actions 
that  threaten  the  moral  or  physical  safety 
of  an  individual  or  group  of  individuals, 
based  on  race,  culture,  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion,  or  religion,  are  a  violation  of  stu¬ 
dents’  civil  rights  and  will  not  be  toler¬ 
ated  in  the  Latin  School,  nor  anywhere 
in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

A  recent  study  shows  that  66% 
of  identified  perpetrators  in  reported  hate 
crimes  are  under  the  age  of  twenty.  The 
Governor’s  Task  Force  on  Hate  Crimes, 
in  response  to  such  statistics,  has  estab¬ 
lished  a  “Student  Civil  Rights  Project,” 
under  the  auspices  of  Student  Civil 
Rights  Director,  David  P.  Rudewick. 

The  project  is  an  effort  to  re¬ 
duce  students’  civil  rights  violations 


state-wide  and  increase  awareness  that 
such  violations  are,  in  fact,  happening 
in  many  public  schools.  It  consists  of 
integrating  school  administrators  with 
local  law  enforcement  agencies  to  help 
prevent  and  reduce  hate-motivated  vio¬ 
lence  and  harassment  through  education 
and  mediation. 

Mr.  Flynn  is  the  person  to  go 
to  for  advice  or  assistance  on  any  mat¬ 
ters  relating  to  students’  civil  rights. 

Assistant  Headmaster  Flynn 
has  been  officially  designated  as  the 
Civil  Rights  Coordinator  of  the  Boston 
Latin  School.  His  position  is  to  uphold 
the  anti-discrimination  policy  of  the 
school  and  to  respond  to  potential  civil 
rights  violations.  In  other  words,  Mr. 
Flynn,  whose  office  is  located  on  the  first 
floor  by  the  main  office,  is  the  person  to 
go  to  for  advice  or  assistance  on  any 
matters  relating  to  students  civil  rights 
(i.e.  incidents  of  discrimination,  harass¬ 
ment,  violence,  or  verbal  abuse). 

Any  violation  to  the  civil  rights 
of  a  student  will  result  in  punishment 


according  to  the  Code  of  Discipline. 
Furthermore,  potentially  serious  cases 
may  be  transferred  to  local  law-enforce¬ 
ment  agencies  that  will  intervene  to  se¬ 
cure  the  safety  of  threatened  students. 

Mr.  Flynn  encour¬ 
ages  students  to 
speak  with  him  if 
they  witness  or  expe¬ 
rience  a  hate  crime, 
commenting  that 
uone  way  or  another, 
such  situations  get 
resolved.  ” 


Mr.  Flynn  commented  that 
“one  way  or  another,  such  situations  get 
resolved.”  He  encourages  students  to 


speak  with  him  if  they  witness  or  expe¬ 
rience  a  hate  crime  or  any  act  that  they 
feel  violates  their  rights.  “The  only  reso¬ 
lution  to  such  incidents,”  says  Mr.  Flynn, 
“is  if  people  come  forward.”  He  hopes 
the  project  will  help  spread  the  word  not 
to  commit  hate  crimes  by  educating 
those  who  act  insensitively  to  other 
people’s  situation,  whether  deliberately 
or  inadvertently. 

“The  consequences  of  such 
things,”  says  Mr.  Flynn,  “go  far  beyond 
the  school.”  As  the  designated  Civil 
Rights  Coordinator,  Mr.  Flynn  plans  to 
sustain  the  ‘zero  tolerance’  policy  by  any 
means  necessary,  including  going  to 
court  or  requesting  restraining  orders. 

With  such  a  dedicated  protec¬ 
tor  of  civil  rights  on  our  side,  our  only 
responsibility  in  maintaining  a  safe 
learning  environment  devoid  of  violence 
or  harassment  is  to  come  forward  and 
deal  with  incidents  before  they  evolve  . 
into  more  threatening  situations. 

For  more  information  on  the 
Studetns’  Civil  Rights  Project  and  its 
programs,  refer  to  www.stopthehate.org. 


Against  the  Winds 


By  Leslie  Pascual,  II 

Contributing  Writer 

The  TAG  Club  held  its  annual 
Sabor/Ritmo  Latino  show  on  December 
1 1,  1998.  The  topic  of  this  year’s  show 
was  Contra  los  Vientos  (“Against  the 
Winds”).  Its  purpose  was  to  raise  money 
for  the  central  American  communities 
that  suffered  from  hurrican  Mitch. 

The  show,  “Ritmo  Latino,” 
consisted  of  several  cultural  dances,  dec¬ 
lamations,  speeches,  and  the  grand  pa¬ 
rade  of  flags.  Following  the  show,  ev¬ 


eryone  marched  down  to  the  BLS  caf¬ 
eteria,  where  “Sabor  Latino”  was  being 
held.  At  Sabor  Latino,  one  could  find 
different  types  of  food  from  all  of  Latin 
America. 

The  fundraiser  was  a  success. 
TAG  raised  over  $900,  which  were  pre¬ 
sented  at  the  end  of  the  show  to  a  repre¬ 
sentative  of  Central  American  Commit¬ 
tee  of  Emergency  in  Massachusetts. 

TAG  would  like  to  thank  all  of 
those  who  contributed  to  the  successful 
production  and  fundraising  for  those  in 
need  in  Central  America! 


Mr.  Whigham 


Thank  you  BLS 


High  School:  Another  Course  to  College 

College:  B.  A.  from  UMass  Amherst,  M.Ed.  from  Tufts 

Subject:  Class  IV  History 

Hobbies:  Tennis,  Basketball,  Reading 

What  He  Likes  About  BLS:  The  student  diversity 


By  Marius  Hordijk 
Contributing  Writer 


Hello  BLS  students, 

I  am  Marius 
Hordijk  form  Holland.  I  at¬ 
tended  Boston  Latin  School 
from  April  ’98  until  the  end 
of  that  school  year.  I  wanted 
to  take  this  opportunity  to 
thank  everyone  at  Boston 
Latin  School  for  giving  me  the  chance  to  fulfill  my 
dream:  attending  an  American  high  school.  I’d  also  like 
to  leave  my  address  because  I  didn’t  get  a  chance  to 
say  goodbye  to  a  lot  of  people. 


BLS  students  and  faculty:  Thank  you  all  so  much  for 
making  my  stay  in  Boston  the  best  experience  of  my 
life!  Right  now,  I  am  attending  my  Dutch  school  again, 
and  not  a  day  passes  without  me  thinking  of  Boston 
and  all  the  people  that  I’ve  met. 

Thank  you  all.  And  to  everyone  to  whom  I  didn’t  get 
the  opportunity  to  say  goodbye,  please  write  to  me  and 
let  me  know  you’re  alive!  I’d  really  appreciate  it. 
Well,  most  of  you  probably  find  it  unthinkable,  but  I 
really  miss  Boston  Latin  School.  I  can’t  wait  to  come 
back  to  Boston. 

Marius  Hordijk 
Bongerd  15 
3828  HW  Hoogland 
The  Netherlands 
MHordijk@hotmail.com 
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Letter  from 
President 


By  Brendan  Howard,  I 
Contributing  Writer 


I  am  proud  to  say  that  the  se¬ 
nior  class  is  showing  signs  of  prom¬ 
ise.  With  a  tremendous  amount  of  help 
from  the  Class  committee,  Secretary, 
and  the  three  hardest  working  men 
from  105, 1  was  able  to  establish  one 
strategy  to  conquer  the  attendance 
problem:  a  posterboard  is  hanging  on 
the  wall  to  show  how  we  are  doing  as 
a  class  attendance-wise.  Our  goal  is 
92%,  and  I  hope  we  can  maintain  this 
attendance. 

Due  to  a  lack  of  awareness, 
Pajama  Day  was  not  much  of  a  .  suc¬ 
cess.  Our  fundraising  efforts  are  care¬ 
fully  being  planned  currently.  For  the 
next  month,  I  am  going  to  dedicate 
most  of  my  own  time  to  the  big  party, 
which  has  been  pushed  back  to  April 
so  that  everything  will  run  smoothly. 
I  want  everybody  in  the  class  to  know 
that  in  order  for  this  party  to  make  the 
kind  of  money  we  are  hoping  for,  each 
of  us  must  sell  at  least  10  tickets.  The 
senior  who  sells  the  most  tickets  will 
receive  $100  cash. 

I  am  taking  this  opportunity 
to  demonstrate  my  leadership  qualities 
as  well  as  my  dedication  to  the  class. 
Since  the  day  that  I  won  the  election, 
a  handful  of  seniors  has  expressed  a 
feeling  of  disgust  at  the  fact  that  I  rep¬ 
resent  the  senior  class.  These  seniors 
write  for  the  Argo,  participate  in  school 
sports  and  clubs,  perform  very  well 
academically,  and  one  unsuccessfully 
ran  for  class  president.  When  I  was 
first  made  aware  of  their  discontent,  I 
was  shocked  that  my  actions  from  four 
or  five  years  ago  were  being  used 
against  me.  My  speaking  foolishly  and 
offensively,  and  behaving  like  some 
sort  of  maniac  seemed  to  be  what  was 
bothering  these  students.  RobWillison 
and  Alisa  Sotnik  took  the  time  out  of 
their  own  busy  schedules  to  inform  me 
of  the  situation,  and  they  offered  some 
advice  as  to  how  to  deal  with  it.  I 
would  like  to  thank  Rob  and  Alisa  for 
expressing  their  feelings  and  concerns 
to  me  in  a  mature  way.  They  made  me 
realize  that  I  am  in  a  position,  where, 
as  an  elected  leader,  I  must  prove  that 
I  will  be  dedicated  to  the  Class  of  1999. 
It  is  only  right,  therefore,  for  me  to 
apologize  to  the  student  body  and  all 
members  of  the  faculty  whom  I  may 
have  hurt  or  insulted  in  the  past.  The 
mistakes  that  I  made  were  like 
anybody’s  mistakes  in  that  they  as¬ 
sured  me  that  I  am  not  perfect.  Not 
everybody  publicly  apologizes  for  past 
mistakes,  but  I  am  the  class  president 
and  I  owe  it  to  you  all.  I  am  sorry  for 
the  things  I  said  and  did  that  we  all 
know  were  wrong.  I  ask  for  forgive¬ 
ness  and  I  apologize  again,  with  the 
hope  that  the  class  can  now  become 
united  and  work  together. 

I’ll  conclude  by  encouraging 
all  seniors  to  be  role  models.  I  want 
everybody  to  be  aware  that  my 
lomeroom  is  130  and  from  7:15  to 
7:40  lean  be  found  behind  school  near 
the  canteen  truck.  If  there  are  any  is¬ 
sues  or  concerns  that  you  wish  for  me 
to  address,  please  find  me  and  feel  free 
to  say  whatever  you  want.  Thank  you 
class  of  1999.  Let’s  make  this  year 
great  until  we  graduate. 


Forum 


Gang  Violence? 


By  Eddie  Liu,  II 
Contributing  Writer 


Recently  there  was  speculation 
that  gang  members  were  recruiting  here 
at  our  very  own  prestigious  Boston  Latin 
School.  In  response  to  these  allegations 
by  the  media,  students  spoke  out.  I  first 
heard  of  this  story  on  Friday,  January  22, 
when  I  came  across  a  newspaper  clip¬ 
ping  of  a  response  from  one  of  the  stu¬ 
dents  at  BLS.  At  first,  I 
approached  the  news 
with  a  very  naive  atti¬ 
tude.  I  asked  myself, 
how  would  there  be 
people  recruiting  gangs 
in  our  school? 

I’d  really  love 
to  say  that  gangs  and  or¬ 
ganized  crime  are  not  a 
problem  in  our  school, 
but  I  cannot.  For  those 
who  view  and  have  al¬ 
ways  viewed  this 
school  as  a  picture-per¬ 
fect  world  where  true 
problems  lie  only  in  our 
grades,  I  must  tell  you  that  you  are 
wrong,  because  there  are  gangs  in  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  and  there  are  gang  members 
recruited  here.  How  do  I  know?  I  know 
because  this  problem  not  only  occurs  in 
this  school,  but  in  almost  every  urban 
public  school  as  well.  Some  of  us  are 
naive  to  believe  that  we  reside  in  a  uto¬ 
pian  society  in  BLS,  because  we  do  not. 
Boston  Latin  is  no  exception  to  the  prob¬ 
lems  that  plague  any  other  school;  this 
includes  gangs,  teen  pregnancies,  drugs, 
violence,  and  discrimination. 

“So  what  if  it  occurs  in  Boston 
Latin?  I  know  that!  Who  cares,  I’m  not 
in  a  gang!”  I  can  assume  that  many 
people  who  are  reading  this  article  are 
reacting  in  a  similar  fashion.  But  the 


bottom  line  is  that  organized  crime  is 
everywhere.  When  my  family  came 
across  this  news  from  the  newspaper, 
they  immediately  jumped  on  the  chance 
on  Sunday  morning  to  tell  me  that  I 
should  be  very  careful.  They  even  said 
some  of  my  best  buddies  could  be  gang 
members  who  will  slowly  try  to  draw 
me  to  the  “dark  side.”  I  hate  to  admit 
this,  but  they’re  right.  My  parents  also 
discouraged  me  from  partaking  in  my 
volleyball  practices  and  games  at  the 
South  Cove  YMCA  and  the  Josiah 


Quincy  School.  They  told  me  that  gangs 
hide  out  at  those  places  and  that  to  go 
there  would  be  mingling  with  them. 
However,  they  did  not  restrict  me,  be¬ 
cause  I  protested  that  it  was  a  long  time 
ago  that  things  like  that  occurred  there. 
I  was  both  right  and  wrong.  I  lied  that 
things  don’t  occur  there,  but  I  was  right 
because  I  know  better  than  to  mix  my¬ 
self  in  the  wrong  crowd. 

My  parents  are  too  paranoid 
sometimes,  but  they  do  have  a  reason. 
They  love  me;  it’s  that  simple.  I  really 
appreciate  that  they  take  that  time  and 
tell  me  what  gangs  do  and  how  I  can  be 
in  danger  ALL  THE  TIME,  even  though 
their  stories  are  quite  farfetched  some¬ 
times.  But  don’t  all  parents  do  the  same 


when  they  care  for  their  children?  Most 
of  the  time  they’re  right  about  how  the 
world  works,  but  its  interesting  how  ev¬ 
ery  generation  that  precedes  the  current 
will  discriminate  against  the  members  of 
this  generation  or  the  next  ones.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  if  my  parents  and  even  my  older 
sisters  saw  a  group  of  males  walking 
down  the  street  cursing  at  each  other, 
they’d  immediately  respond  by  thinking 
that  these  kids  were  up  to  no  good. 
Sounds  pretty  unfair  to  us,  eh?  But  it 
works  both  ways,  because  I  remember 
seeing  a  bunch  of  ten 
to  thirteen-year-old 
kids  who  were  curs¬ 
ing  and  kicking  each 
other,  and  at  that 
point,  my  perspective 
on  how  the  next  gen¬ 
eration  would  turn  out 
was  immediately 
flawed. 

Boston 
Latin  has  and  always 
will  have  these  prob¬ 
lems.  There  will  al¬ 
ways  be  problems  in 
this  school.  Instead  of 
living  in  a  squeaky 
clean  world,  we  should  recognize  that  it 
occurs  and  take  precautions.  What 
causes  these  problems?  The  answer  lies 
simply  in  two  words:  human  nature.  It 
is  human  nature  to  be  flawed,  to  sin,  to 
make  mistakes,  to  err,  to  fail,  to  deceit, 
and  to  trust.  For  a  school  with  two  thou¬ 
sand  or  more  human  souls  that  commit 
mistakes,  I  think  that  Boston  Latin  has  a 
pretty  good  record.  Boston  Latin  is  not 
a  utopia,  it’s  the  real  world  with  real 
problems.  I’m  not  implying  that  we 
should  be  paranoid,  but  I  am  saying  that 
there’s  a  perfect  balance  that  we  have  to 
attain  in  order  to  know  what  exactly  is 
going  on  and  how  to  be  able  to  avoid  it 
at  the  same  time. 


Are  Sports  the  Key  to  College? 


By  Julia  Tutko,  I 
Staff  Writer 


This  is  the  time  of  the  year  for  seniors  when  the 
colleges  look  at  everything  that  you’ve  done  with  your  life. 
All  of  those  all-nighters,  all  of  those  final  grades,  all  of  those 
extracurricular  activities,  all  come  together  in  a  nice,  neat 
application  form  on  the  admissions  desk  of  your  dream  des¬ 
tination.  Wouldn’t  it  irk  you  to  find  that  all  that  didn’t  mat¬ 
ter?  Well,  from  the  looks  of  it,  that  might  be  the  case  if  a 
good  basketball  player  applies  to  the  same  college  you  worked 
so  hard  to  get  into. 

It  seems  sports  are  the  way  to  go  these  days.  A  stu¬ 
dent  whose  grades  aren’t  that  great  still  has  a  very  good  chance 
of  getting  into  a  good  school  if  he  or  she  plays  a  sport  well. 
Colleges  love  people  who  can  represent  their  schools  in  sport¬ 
ing  events.  It  seems  that  they  will  more  readily  snatch  up  a 
person  who  plays  baseball  well,  than  the  student  who  stays 
up  until  one  in  the  morning  most  nights  doing  homework 


and  studying.  This  hardly  seems  fair  ...  unless  you’re  the  ath¬ 
lete. 

Also,  most  colleges  don’t  notify  their  applicants  un¬ 
til  April  as  to  whether  they  have  been  accepted,  but  I  know  of 
people  with  imperfect  grades  who  have  already  been  accepted 
to  several  schools  because  they  play  a  sport  exceptionally  well. 
Schools  want  to  grab  these  people  first,  before  anyone  else 
can  get  a  chance. 

This  isn’t  fair  to  those  non-athletes  among  us.  They 
work,  and  study,  and  hardly  have  time  for  a  social  life,  while 
the  sporty  people  have  fun  doing  something  that  they  enjoy. 
And  the  athletic  ones,  academically  lower  than  the  ones  who 
work  hard,  will  end  up  with  a  better  chance  of  of  acceptance 
into  elite  schools. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  coin,  the  athletes  really  do 
train  hard  to  play  their  sport  well,  and  it  does  pay  off. 

So,  on  that  confused  note,  I  encourage  all  the  under¬ 
classmen  to  play  sports,  and  keep  up  with  their  schoolwork  so 
that  they  can  keep  all  the  bases  covered.  Sports  can  be  very 
profitable  in  the  future,  so  be  aware  of  that,  and  you  should  be 
fine. 
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Bring  Back  School  Dances 


By  William  Young,  I 
News  Editor 


The  Senior  Class  Committee  is  not  allowed 
to  hold  school  sponsored  dances,  or,  indeed,  any 
evening  event.  The  administration’s  policy  operates  on 
the  notion  that  school-sponsored  evening  activities  pro¬ 
mote  violence  and  juvenile  delinquency. 

Bucking  a  city  wide  trend  of  community  in¬ 
volvement,  Boston  Latin  has  a  policy  of  intolerance 
in  regard  to  after  school  programs.  While  it  is  good 
to  note  that  the  school  has  taken  the  small  step  of 
making  extracurricular  activities  more  accessible  by 
putting  up  a  listing  of  contact  people  for  each  club,  it 
seems  odd  that  BLS  has  almost  no  school-sponsored 
social  activities,  especially  that  staple  of  high  school 
fund-raising,  the  dance.  The  reason  we  have  no 
dances  (excluding  the  once-a-year,  once  per  class 
prom)  proclaims  Mr.  Keitt,  the  senior  class  advisor, 
is  that  “kids  are  bad.”  Interestingly,  it  has  always 
seemed  that  Latin  students  had  a  reputation  for  whole¬ 
some  behavior.  Granted,  Latin  has  always  had  its  dis¬ 
ciplinary  problems,  but  then  again,  we’ve  also  had 
benefits  to  lose.  This  year,  the  senior  class  has  no  privi¬ 
leges  (and  I  doubt  we’ll  get  any),  no  senior  study,  and 
no  chance  to  have  a  dance. 

Oh,  poor  kids!  You  might  be  crying.  I  admit 
that  intrinsically  the  disallowing  of  the  high  school 
dance  is  a  relatively  small  problem  to  overcome.  But  it 
teaches  kids  to  accept  unfair  punishments,  that  life  is 
unfair;  it  only  contributes  to  the  apathy  that  most  stu¬ 
dents  feel  towards  their  school.  The  argument  to  refuse 
students  the  permission  to  hold  a  dance  runs  as  fol¬ 
lows:  in  past  years,  there  has  been  trouble  between  kids 
who  attended  after  school  social  functions.  Because 
there  was  trouble,  the  school  must  prohibit  the  kids 


from  attending  these  after  school  functions,  and,  by 
golly,  if  that  means  not  having  the  functions  at  all,  so 
be  it.  Unfortunately,  this  draws  a  line  of  cause  and  ef¬ 
fect  that  should  not  be  drawn:  the  after  school  events 
and  the  students  who  attended  them,  did  not  get  into 
trouble  because  the  after  school  events  occurred.  There 
have  been  multiple  occurrences  of  alcohol  use  at  school 
functions;  now  the  functions  do  not  occur.  On  the  one 
hand,  yes,  there  is  no  alcohol  use  at  school  functions 


anymore;  on  the  other,  the  kids  still  use  alcohol  (sur¬ 
prised?),  and  now  they  are  unsupervised.  So  the  costs 
of  social  gatherings  are  not  avoided.  Neither  alcohol 
consumption  nor  violence  is  avoided;  these  things  will 
still  go  on.  What  happens  to  the  benefits  of  school 
events  (What  benefits?  What!  Benefits  from  school?), 
substantial  ones,  not  the  least  of  which  is  a  sense  of 
community  spirit  and  respect?  It  seems  obvious  that 
respect  given  by  the  school  to  the  students  would  be 
reciprocated;  if  the  school  acknowledges  that  the  stu¬ 
dent  body  is  mature  enough  to  attend  a  dance,  then  the 
student  body  might  decide  that,  hey,  school  isn’t  all 


bad.  A  few  good  experiences  at  Latin,  an  institution 
without  an  incredible  reputation  for  a  happy  student 
body,  might  do  the  school  some  good. 

The  senior  class  has  had  an  average  daily  at¬ 
tendance  in  the  high  eighties.  This  is  quite  poor.  The 
other  classes  all  average  somewhere  in  the  mid-nine- 
ties.  There  is  a  simple  explanation:  the  seniors  do  not 
care  about  the  school,  and  the  school  doesn’t  care  about 
the  seniors.  This  and  past  administrations  have  under¬ 
taken  a  slow,  seemingly  interminable  project:  to  de¬ 
stroy  the  senior  class’s  potential  to  enjoy  itself.  The 
15%  mandatory  attendance  is  the  only  thing  keep¬ 
ing  the  BLS  attendance  rate  out  of  the  range  of  other 
Boston  Public  School  attendance  rates,  which  are 
much  higher.  Classes  are,  generally,  losing  their  mo¬ 
mentum  as  grades  stop  counting  and  students  refuse 
to  perform  the  daily  chore  of  homework  and  study¬ 
ing  (Senioritis,  look  forward  to  it;  it’s  reaching  epi¬ 
demic  levels). 

Beyond  the  emotional  benefits  of  the  tolera¬ 
tion  of  dances,  there  is  the  financial  benefit.'The 
senior  class  government  is  expected  to  make  up¬ 
wards  of  thirty  thousand  dollars.  Unfortunately  for 
the  seniors,  no  dances  are  allowed.  The  average 
dance  held  for  the  entire  school  at  maybe  five  dol¬ 
lars  a  head  would  bring  in  about  two  grand  minus  ex¬ 
penses  (for  you  math  majors,  that’s  400  kids,  roughly 
one  sixth  of  the  school,  times  $5)  or  maybe  more;  there 
hasn’t  been  one  for  a  while.  No,  no  dances.  The  senior 
class  can  make  money  by  selling  chocolate,  but  at  a 
dollar  a  bar,  everybody  in  the  school  would  have  to 
buy  one  (and  that  doesn’t  even  cover  the  cost  of  pur¬ 
chasing  the  chocolate)  to  make  as  much  money  as  one 
dance.  No  dances  allowed.  Obviously,  this  policy  is 
never  going  to  improve  the  discipline  of  the  student 
body.  It  probably  will  hurt  it. 


Internet  Hype 


By  Raymond  Wu,  I 
Copy  Editor 


Today,  the  Internet  pervades 
nearly  every  aspect  of  our  present  day 
culture.  It’s  hard  to  find  a  TV  show, 
movie,  or  business  without  its  very 
own  website.  Even  the  smallest  no¬ 
name  company  can  purchase  its 
own  domain  name  and  server  space 
for  a  mere  twenty  dollars  a  month. 

It  is  no  surprise  then  that  politicians 
are  eager  to  jump  the  Internet  band¬ 
wagon  and  ride  it  to  political  glory. 

Yes,  it’s  official,  “Internet 
access”  is  one  the  latest  buzzwords 
in  the  politically  hot  topic  of  edu¬ 
cation  reform.  In  the  recent  guber¬ 
natorial  campaign,  both  candidates 
promised  to  provide  Internet  access 
to  all  schools.  It  seems  a  school  just 
isn’t  a  school  unless  it  has  Internet 
access  in  nearly  every  classroom. 
Proponents  claim  that  Internet  ac¬ 
cess  will  provide  kids  with  a  more 
“interactive”  education,  prepare 
them  for  the  21st  century,  and  basi¬ 
cally  heighten  their  overall  educa¬ 
tional  experience.  Perhaps,  but  what 
about  the  children? 

Our  society  loves  hype,  and  the 
Internet  is  the  latest  infatuation.  The  sup¬ 
posed  educational  value  of  the  Internet 
is  blown  way  out  of  proportion.  In  a  re¬ 
cent  ABC  News  poll,  78%  of  the  schools 
in  America  have  Internet  access.  The 
very  same  poll  reported  that  only  20% 
of  teachers  felt  comfortable  integrating 
the  Internet  into  their  curriculum.  Sure, 
some  teachers  know  how  to  use  the 
Internet  effectively  to  aid  their  lessons, 
but  as  the  poll  indicates,  such  teachers 
are  in  the  minority.  In  addition,  most  of 
what  the  Internet  offers  can  already  be 
found  in  already  existing,  albeit  less  at¬ 
tractive  media.  And  in  most  cases,  the 


Internet  has  a  hard  time  matching  what 
already  exists. 

There  has  yet  to  be  an  Internet 
educational  site  that  offers  as  much  depth 
as  a  good  textbook  or  as  much  learning 
value  as  a  good  question.  Sure  you  can 
find  the  Complete  Works  of  Shakespeare 


online,  but  then  again  you  could  have 
also  found  it  at  the  local  library.  You  may 
find  some  cool  pictures,  but  how  do  more 
pictures  (in  addition  to  the  already  pro¬ 
lific  pictures  in  textbooks)  help  you  learn 
math,  English,  or  science?  The  multime¬ 
dia  video  and  sound  clips  are  generally 
shallow  and  rarely  add  anything  substan¬ 
tial  (they  are  also  nothing  new:  slide  pro¬ 
jectors  did  just  about  the  same  thing  at  a 
fraction  of  the  cost).  Quality  sites  are  dif¬ 
ficult  to  find  and  are  of  no  use  unless 
you  know  enough  to  be  able  to  under¬ 
stand  the  site.  And  all  the  web  pages  in 
the  world  do  not  offer  as  much  interac¬ 
tion  as  a  good  teacher. 


When  it  comes  down  to  it,  the 
primary  value  of  the  Net  is  convenience. 
It’s  much  simpler  to  search  an  online 
database  than  it  is  to  dig  through  a  dusty 
library.  But  how  much  should  we  pay 
for  convenience?  Nearly  everything  else 
the  Net  offers  is  peripheral  and,  in  most 


cases,  trivial.  The  Net  merely  adds  on  to 
a  preexisting  foundation;  it  cannot  build 
one  on  its  own.  And  for  the  record,  how 
hard  is  it  to  learn  how  to  browse  the  Net 
anyway?  Just  double  click  on  the 
browser  icon,  type  in  the  URL,  hit  enter, 
and  voila.  And  what  do  you  get  but  a 
page  of  text  and  some  pretty  pictures? 
From  the  way  politicians  harp  about  it, 
you  would  that  the  Net  was  some  sort  of 
insta-learning  device.  Unfortunately,  as 
the  “get  connected”  trend  continues, 
more  and  more  money  will  be  diverted 
to  such  window  dressings. 

There  is  no  denying  that  com¬ 
puters  are  a  very  important  part  of  our 


society  today.  More  and  more  jobs  re¬ 
quire  basic  computer  knowledge,  and  it 
is  commendable  that  schools  are  actively 
seeking  to  prepare  our  kids  for  this  new 
requirement  in  life.  But  computers  in  the 
classroom  and  the  Internet  in  the  class¬ 
room  are  not  the  same.  For  computer  lit¬ 
eracy,  nearly  any  computer  can  be 
used,  regardless  of  the  age.  The 
purpose  is  to  acquaint  the  child 
with  the  computer  so  that  it  does 
not  seem  foreign  later  on.  In  the 
third  grade,  we  used  Wangs  and 
IBM  PC  jrs,  and  they  served  their 
purpose  well.  They  taught  us  word 
processing  and  even  a  bit  of  pro¬ 
gramming  through  LOGO. 

Internet  access,  however,  is  a 
different  creature  entirely.  For  Net 
access,  a  relatively  high-end  ma¬ 
chine  running  Windows  is  needed. 
Factor  in  the  actual  Internet  con¬ 
nection  along  with  the  peripherals, 
and  that’s  a  healthy  deduction  from 
a  limited  budget  right  there.  You 
have  to  wonder  whether  the  edu¬ 
cational  value  of  the  Net  is  worth 
the  trouble.  The  Internet  may  be 
extremely  relevant  in  the  business, 
communications,  and  entertain¬ 
ment  world,  but  it  is  not  as  relevant 
in  the  educational  world.  Instead  of  fo¬ 
cusing  our  attentions  on  ornaments,  we 
should  focus  on  the  actual  substance  of 
learning.  If  a  student  has  the  fundamen¬ 
tals  mastered,  he  or  she  will  have  no 
problem  mastering  the  Net  in  less  than  a 
day.  On  the  other  hand,  if  a  student  is 
only  a  master  of  Net  surfing,  he  will  have 
a  long,  long  way  to  go  before  he  will  be 
able  to  apply  anything  that  he  gleamed 
off  the  Net  to  anything  that  will  help  in 
his  education. 

Don’t  believe  the  hype.  The 
Internet  is  not  the  bridge  to  the  21s1  cen¬ 
tury.  It  is  merely  glossy  paint  covering 
the  bridge  of  solid  fundamentals. 
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_  Boston  Latin  School  Argo 

A  Parent’s  Concern 


This  is  a  letter  a  BLS  parent  wrote  to  the  Boston 
Globe. 

LETTER  TO  EDITOR 
BOSTON  GLOBE 
REGARDING  RIC  KAHN’S  PIECE: 

“Street  gang  enlists  members  at  Latin”- 1/21/99 

As  a  father  of  two  Boston  Latin  School  daugh¬ 
ters,  I  was  initially  shocked  by  Rjc  Kahn’s  inflamma¬ 
tory  article  “Street  gang  enlists  members  at  Latin.”  But 
careful  reading  of  his  article  showed  only  “old  news” 
of  a  rare  and  isolated  youth  fight  over  two  months  ago 
involving  only  a  handful  of  BLS  students.  Because  of 
my  volunteerism  at  BLS,  I  was  well  informed  of  this 
event,  which  I  felt  had  long  since  been  effectively  re¬ 
solved  by  Acting  Head  Master  Kelley  and  her  able 
Police  counterparts,  Lt.  French  and  Lt.  Hennessey  of 
the  Youth  Violence  Strike  Force.  As  I  scanned  Mr. 
Kahn’s  article  I  looked  in  vain  for  input  from  these 
knowledgeable  sources.  .  .  input  which  would  clearly 
reassure  BLS  families  and  friends,  as  I  had  been  reas¬ 
sured,  that  BLS  remained  a  safe  and  peaceful  environ¬ 
ment  in  which  its  nearly  2400  students  continue  to  con¬ 
centrate  their  major  energies  on  academic  excellence. 

I  called  Mr.  Kahn  and  asked  why  he  had  not 
written  a  more  fully  researched  piece.  He  told  me  that 
his  major  focus  was  on  a  South  Boston  High  School 


student  who  had  just  been  put  on  probation,  leaving 
barely  enough  time  to  call  the  mayor’s  information  di¬ 
rector  Ms.  Lynch  the  night  before  this  article.  I  offered 
to  write  this  letter  to  better  inform  BLS  friends  and 
families. 

In  brief,  the  off-campus  scuffle  in  November 
between  two  small  groups  of  BLS  students  led  to  im¬ 
mediate  and  coordinated  action  by  the  school  and  po¬ 
lice  experts.  The  involved  students  were  given  the  op¬ 
portunity  through  mediation  to  air  their  issues  and  re¬ 
solve  their  differences,  In  fact,  they  collectively  offered 
and  were  allowed  to  provide  the  “student  security”  for 
the  pep  rally  the  next  week!  The  police  experts  quietly 
made  themselves  accessible  to  these  students  at  BLS 
and  then  visited  them  in  their  community  setting  to 
better  hear  their  concerns.  These  same  experts  also  met 
with  the  heads  of  the  BLS  student  clubs  to  open  lines 
of  communication  and  answer  questions. 

I  am  proud  of  how  this  situation  was  handled, 
impressed  with  the  dedication  and  professionalism  of 
all  those  involved,  and  delighted  to  have  my  children 
attend  the  Boston  Latin  School!  I  hope  that  this  letter 
will  complement  Mr.  Kahn’s  article  and  be  of  service 
to  the  Globe’s  readership. 

Stephen  Tang 
Father  of  Selena  Tang 


Student  Running  Home 

enjoying  the  process.  More  class  rank  points  are  given 
for  AP’s,  and  colleges  look  favorably  on  students  who 
take  demanding  course  loads  -  characterized  by  mul¬ 
tiple  AP  courses.  Many  colleges  would  rather  that  a 
student  attempt  a  difficult  course  and  do  less  well  than 
playing  it  safe  and  getting  high  marks  in  an  easy  course. 
The  additional  class  rank  points  are  a  great  incentive, 
as  well.  A  “B”  in  an  AP  is  worth  40  points,  which  is  the 
same  as  an  “A+”  in  a  regular  class,  and  the  same  as  an 
“A-“  in  an  honors  course.  Also  a  bonus  is  the  tendency 
(this  is  my  opinion)  for  AP  teachers  to  give  higher  marks 
to  students. 

Because  many  AP’s  have  “regular”  equiva¬ 
lents,  a  student  often  has  the  option  of  transferring  out 
if  he  cannot  handle  the  workload.  In  my  AP  Program¬ 
ming  course  last  year,  I  would  estimate  a  third  of  the 
class  left.  Yes,  the  people  in  charge  of  scheduling  are 
going  hate  me  for  saying  this,  but  TAKE  AP  COURSES, 
especially  in  subjects  you  have  a  moderate  to  high  de¬ 
gree  of  proficiency  in.  If  you  don’t  know  any  Latin  - 
and  that  happens,  just  blame  The  Man  -  don’t  take  the 
Horace  and  Catullus  course.  If  you  just  got  a  PS  AT 
verbal  score  that  says  you’re  in  the  top  10%  in  the  coun¬ 
try  -  try  English  AP.  Eleventh  grade  Writing  or  twelfth 
grade  Literature  are  both  wonderful  courses.  If  you  read 
Time  and  Newsweek  every  week,  or  can  identify 
Boutros  Boutros  Gali  or  the  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union,  try  Government.  If  all  you  do  at  Latin  is  dream 
about  Doom  -  the  video  game,  not  your  teacher’s  gris¬ 
tly  fate  -  try  Computer  AP. 

Be  ambitious.  If  you  find  yourself  bored,  think 
about  taking  two  or  three  -  or  more,  it  can  be  done  - 
AP  courses.  You  proved  you  were  smart  when  you  were 
accepted  at  Latin  -  go,  prove  that  to  yourself. 

To  learn  more  about  AP’s  at  Latin,  speak  to 
your  teacher  and  read  the  catalogue  (you  remember, 
the  thing  that  the  girls  all  sign  with  little  hearts  above 
their  names  -  we’ve  all  experienced).  Take  some  AP 
Courses;  they  are  truly  worth  the  difficulty. 

Re:  Last  Issue’s  Crossword  Puzzle 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Argo, 

I  was  dismayed  to  see  the  crossword  puzzle  in  the  shape  of  a  swastika  in  the  current  issue  of  the 
Argo.  As  the  son  of  a  Jew  who  fled  the  Holocaust  (in  August  1938,  one  month  before  the  Munich  sellout,  and 
two  months  before  the  Nazis  took  over  Czechoslovakia),  I  am  deeply  offended.  I  understand  from  some 
people  at  the  school  that  this  representation  is  a  “windmill”  and  not  a  swastika,  and  after  all,  it’s  really  only  a 
“backwards”  swastika.  For  those  of  us  with  a  20th  century  conscience,  this  is  not  a  joke,  but  a  painful  reminder 
that  we  still  have  a  lot  of  educating  to  do.  How  do  you  think  a  person  from  a  concentration  camp  would  feel 
seeing  this  crossword  puzzle?  How  do  blacks  feel  when  they  see  the  cross  burning?  I  am  shocked  that  the 
Argo  could  be  so  insensitive  and  ignorant.  The  publication  of  the  swastika  is  in  extremely  poor  taste  and 
reflects  very  poorly  on  Boston  Latin  School. 

Sincerely, 

Peter  Lowber,  father  of  Kathleen  Banfield 

The  Argo  apologizes  for  publishing  a  crossword  puzzle  that  could  be  mistaken  for  a  Nazi  swastika  The  Argo 
is  aware  that  the  Holocaust  is  a  sensitive  issue  and  should  be  handled  delicately.  The  crossword  puzzle  in  the 
December  issue  was  not  intended  to  be  a  Nazi  swastika  and  the  resemblance  was  purely  coincidental.  No 
offense  was  intended.  Again,  the  Argo  regrets  its  lack  of  sensitivity  and  foresight. 


by  William  Young,  I 
News  Editor 


A  P  Glass:  Homework, 

Teacher  storming,  kids  crying, 

Student  running  home. 

~“W.Y” 

The  best  courses  at  Boston  Latin  are  offered 
at  the  advanced  placement  level.  As  redemption  for 
that  year  of  translating  Caesar,  the  school  offers  a  course 
in  which  students  translate  the  works  of  Horace  and 
Catullus,  two  of  Roman  Literature’s  finest  poets.  As 
redemption  for  a  year  of  “Ancient  History,”  the  school 
offers  outstanding  AP  US  and  Modern  European 
courses.  As  redemption  for  that  seventh  grade  music 
class,  the  school  offers  an  AP  Music  course  covering 
music  theory,  music  history,  and  yes,  real  music. 

Latin  offers  more  AP’s  than  any  other  Boston 
Public  school.  For  the  student  who  is  somewhat  moti¬ 
vated,  these  courses  offer  two  things:  a  chance  to  think 
about,  to  learn,  and  to  begin  to  understand  a  subject  in 
which  he  has  a  substantive  interest;  and  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  gain  some  college  credits. 

AP  courses  at  Latin  are  something  of  which 
every  student  should  take  advantage.  While  the  stan¬ 
dard  Advanced  Placement  course  demands  far  more 
of  students  than  its  “regular”  counterpart,  it  also  offers 
more.  I  have  often  heard  students  complain  that  their 
classes  are  meaningless.  (OK,  that’s  my  word,  but  their 
words  are  unpublishable.)  I  have  yet  to  take  an  Ad¬ 
vanced  Placement  course  in  which  the  teacher  does  not 
actively  try  to  teach  well  or  which  the  students  treat  as 
a  joke.  Students  attend  school  to  learn;  AP’s  are  the 
best  opportunity  to  do  so. 

Latin  is  a  college  preparatory  school,  and  AP’s 
are  a  great  way  to  prepare  for  college  -  getting  in,  and 


Forum  Question 

“  What  do  you  think  about  the  recent 
Wessman  descision  regarding  the  ending  of 
racial  preferences  in  our  school ’s 


“[I  support  the  decision]  I  believe  that  every 
student  should  have  the  oppurtunity  to  excel  at  the 
Boston  Latin  School  because  it’s  the  best  in  the 
country.” 

Steve  Clark,  I 


“I  have  mixed  feelings.  While  I  think  people 
should  be  admitted  solely  on  merit,  I  realize  that  there 
are  extenuating  circumstances  which  could  limit  one’s 
chances  of  being  admitted  to  the  school.” 

Maura  McDonald,  II 


“I  am  against  it,  because  people  who  can’t 
come  from  private  school  educations  should  have  an 
equal  oppurtunity  in  today’s  society.” 

Olu  Osinubi,  III 


“I  am  against  the  decision,  I  think  that  we 
should  have  percentages  to  keep  racial  equity  in  this 
and  all  other  exam  schools.” 

Norman  Williams,  IV 


“My  opinion  is  finally  they  dropped  the  quota 
because  it  was  stupid  to  have  admitted  people  based 
on  their  race.” 

Michael  Durant,  V 


“I  disagree  with  the  decision  because  I  think 
there  needs  to  be  a  racial  diversity  in  our  school.” 

Jason  Johnson,  VI 
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By  Raymond  Wu,  I 
Copy  Editor 


Race  is  an  incredibly  hot  topic  today.  When  a  poli¬ 
tician  resigns  over  the  commotion  caused  because  he 
said  the  word  “niggardly,”  you  know  something  is 
wrong.  Something  even  fouler  is  afoot 
when  you  are  no  longer  allowed  to 
hold  an  opinion  because  you  are  of  a 
certain  race.  Take  for  instance  the  situ¬ 
ation  of  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Clarence  Thomas.  Appointed  into  of¬ 
fice  as  the  successor  of  Thurgood 
Marshall,  Thomas  supposedly  “be¬ 
trayed”  blacks  when  he  went  against 
many  programs  his  predecessor  had 
pioneered,  such  as  Affirmative  Action. 

By  not  going  with  the  “main¬ 
stream”  black  opinion,  Thomas  had  si¬ 
multaneously  disinherited  his  heritage 
and  become  a  “traitor”  to  his  race.  It 
seems  that  increasingly,  individual 
thought  is  becoming  more  and  more 
of  a  crime.  People  in  America  are  no 
longer  individual  thinking  creatures, 
but  segregated  herds  led  by  a  select 
few  spokesmen. 

Race  has  metamorphosed  from  a 
righteous  force  in  the  sixties  to  a  sub¬ 
jugating  one  in  the  nineties.  As  the  mi¬ 
nority  group  one  belongs  to  becomes  more  and  more 
important,  the  individual  is  dwarfed.  The  concept  of 
an  opinion  belonging  to  a  race  is  frightening.  Recently, 
an  editor  of  a  prominent  newspaper  requested  that  that 
each  reporter  have  a  quota  for  quotes.  A  certain  per¬ 
centage  of  quotes  should  come  from  blacks,  Hispan- 
ics,  Asians,  etc.  Increasingly,  one,  and  only  one,  opin¬ 
ion  is  becoming  associated  with  each  race.  Because  you 
are  of  said  race,  you  must  believe  so  and  so.  If  not,  you 


Chains  of  Race 

are  labeled  a  traitor,  an  outcast,  as  someone  who  goes 
against  the  mainstream  opinion  of  your  race.  Your  in¬ 
dividual  thoughts  no  longer  matter,  your  race  is  now 
your  identifying  and  primary  feature.  No  longer  are 
you  Jane  Smith,  biologist,  but  Jane  Smith,  black  bi¬ 
ologist.  No  longer  are  you  Joe  Wong,  attorney-at-law, 
but  Joe  Wong,  Asian  attorney-at-law. 

The  ideal  in  the  sixties  of  race  being  subservient 


to  individual  character  seems  lost  nowadays.  How 
ironic  that  despite  all  the  progress  made  since  then, 
we  are  still  judged  not  by  the  content  of  our  character 
but  by  the  color  of  our  skin.  Race  is  becoming  increas¬ 
ingly  dominant  in  determining  who  we  are.  Whatever 
happened  to  independence,  pride  for  individuality,  and 
standing  up  for  what  one  believes  in?  Clarence  Tho¬ 
mas  does  not  support  Affirmative  Action  because  he 
believes  that  Affirmative  Action  assumes  an  inherent 


inferiority  in  minorities  and  women.  Many  people  vio¬ 
lently  disagree  with  his  belief,  but  that  does  not  change 
the  fact  that  Clarence  Thomas  is  entitled  to  his  own 
belief,  which  he  arrived  at  by  himself.  He  is  an  intelli¬ 
gent,  free  thinking  man,  capable  of  independent 
thought,  and  to  label  him  a  traitor  simply  because  he 
does  not  agree  with  the  majority  of  blacks  is  ridicu¬ 
lous.  We  are  all  humans,  entitled  to  our  own  beliefs, 
however  misguided,  and  to  say  that  because  you  are 
black,  you  must  support  Affirmative  Action, 
is  as  ludicrous  as  saying  because  you  are 
black,  you  must  be  good  at  sports. 

Along  the  same  lines,  last  year  the 
San  Francisco  board  of  education  proposed 
to  require  quotas  for  books  read  in  the  class¬ 
room.  The  assumption  was  made  that  all 
authors  of  a  certain  race  must  write  essen¬ 
tially  the  same.  All  white  authors  offer  one 
viewpoint,  all  black  authors  offer  another, 
and  so  forth.  Once  again,  individual  merit 
is  subjugated  to  the  idea  of  a  “racial  belief.” 
If  things  continue  the  way  they  are  going 
now,  it  would  be  of  no  surprise  if  in  the  fu¬ 
ture,  we  did  not  vote  for  candidates,  but  sim¬ 
ply  put  down  our  race  on  a  card,  and  from 
our  race,  our  votes  would  be  determined. 
The  masses  would  truly  become  cattle,  with 
a  select  few  individuals  using  race  as  the 
prodding  stick.  People  have  been  freed  from 
the  stigma  of  racism  only  to  be  bound  with 
the  chains  of  racial  identity. 

We  must  not  forget  about  what  ra¬ 
cial  equality  truly  means.  The  dream  of  ra¬ 
cial  equality  is  essentially  the  dream  of  a  colorblind 
society,  where  you  as  an  individual  are  judged  on  your 
own  merits,  regardless  of  your  skin  color.  It  is  the  be¬ 
lief  that  more  important  than  any  physical  characteris¬ 
tics  you  were  born  with,  you  should  be  proud  of  your 
own  accomplishments  and  your  individual  achieve¬ 
ments  first.  These  you  were  not  bom  with  and  strove 
towards.  In  the  end,  they  are  all  that  should  count. 


The  Proposed  Schedule 


By  Michael  Brennan,  II 
Contributing  Writer 


The  proposed  schedule,  in 
which  students  would  get  out  of  school 
at  three  o’clock,  is  not  a  bad  idea. 
Bringing  back  the  utility  period  would 
allow  students  to  take  part  in  activities, 
such  as  band,  that  their  previous  sched¬ 
ules  would  not  allow.  It  would  also  be 
beneficial  for  teachers.  They  would  get 
paid  $6,000.00  more  a  year  towards 
their  retirement  as  a  result  of  the  extra 
hours. 


.  .  .  the  utility  period 
would  allow  students 
to  take  part  in  activi¬ 
ties.  .  .  that  their  pre¬ 
vious  schedules 
would  not  allow. 


The  majority  of  students  ob¬ 
ject  vehemently  to  this  ‘eight  period  per 
day’  schedule.  Their  argument  is  that 
because  they  would  now  be  liberated 
at  3:00  instead  of  2:15,  their  lives 
would  be  thrown  out  of  sync,  and  lie 
disrupted  in  ruin.  In  our  class  discus¬ 
sion,  I  noticed  a  common  trend  shared 
by  everyone  arguing  against  this  pro¬ 


posal.  Every  person  whines  how  those 
45  extra  minutes  would  not  allow  them 
to  get  home  on  time  to  do  homework  ; 
get  to  their  job  on  time;  and  partake  in 
extracurricular  activities.  The  thing  that 
ties  those  all  together  is  the  theme  of  self¬ 
ishness.  No  one  considered  all  of  the  kids 
who  wanted  to  take  band  but  couldn’t, 
or  the  teachers  who  would  get  extra 
money,  or  anyone  else  at  all.  Everybody 
was  concerned  only  with  those  terrible 
45  extra  minutes  would  effect  them. 

ATTENTION!!!  We  interrupt 
this  article  to  bring  you  an  important 
news  break.  Please  try  to  remain  calm, 
the  following  discovery  may  be  some¬ 
what  shocking,  I  recommend  you  sit 
down.  Earlier  today  scientists  discov¬ 
ered  that  THERE  ARE  OTHER 
PEOPLE  alive  on  earth.  They  too  have 
been  found  to  have  opinions  and  needs 
that  may  differ  from  yours.  We  will  try 
to  keep  you  updated  as  this  story  un¬ 
folds.  Now  back  to  your  regularly  sched¬ 
uled  article. 

I  suggest  that  everyone  who 
opposes  this  new  schedule  at  least  con¬ 
sider  the  other  side  of  the  argument  and 
try  to  understand  where  the  supporters 
are  coming  from.  True,  you  may  have 
to  get  a  job  that  has  more  flexible  hours, 
and,  gasp,  you  may  get  home  when  it’s 
dark  out,  but  it’s  about  time  you  learned 
to  deal  with  this  type  of  adversity,  any¬ 
way.  Besides,  the  worst  that  could  hap¬ 
pen  is  that  you  are  forced  to  cut  back  on 
that  baboon  excrement  some  of  you  call 
TV  and  do  your  homework.  It’s  a  cold, 
cruel,  barren,  miserable  life,  so  deal  with 
it. 


By  Neala  Brown,  II 
Staff  Writer 


Typical  day  for  your  average 
high  school  student:  wake  up  between  5 
and  6  a.m.,  at  school  by  7:30  AM,  classes 
until  2:15  PM,  club/sports/job,  arrive 
home  by  6  PM,  eat  dinner  and  do  any 
chores  by  7  PM,  do  homework  until  1 1 
or  1 1 :  30  PM,  do  anything  else  needed, 
in  bed  between  12  and  12:30  AM. 

Here’s  a  great  idea:  let’s  add  an 
extra  45  minutes  to  the  school  day,  push¬ 
ing  this  entire  schedule  even  later. 
Sounds  great!  Let’s  put  even  more  lim¬ 
its  on  the  already  restricted  amount  of 
time  that  teenagers  have  to  do  what  they 
need  to  do.  Let’s  put  even  more  pres¬ 
sure  on  them!  Super!  Sounds  like  apian! 

Honestly,  there  are  only  two 
words  that  come  to  mind  when  I  hear 
that  proposal:  “YEAH,  RIGHT!”  The 
new  schedule  proposed  for  BLS  which 
would  reestablish  the  utility  period,  cre¬ 
ate  an  8  period  day,  and  add  about  45 
minutes  to  each  day  may  solve  some 
scheduling  conflicts  within  the  school, 
but  at  what  cost? 

BLS  is  defined  as  a  college  pre¬ 
paratory  school.  So,  if  the  goal  of  the 
school  is  to  educate  kids  and  get  them 
into  college,  what  exactly  does  this  take? 
The  three  most  important  things  to  col¬ 
leges  are  grades,  SAT  scores,  and  extra¬ 
curricular  activities.  There  are  only  24 
hours  in  each  day,  6  1/2  of  which  are 
spent  in  school,  6  spent  sleeping,  2  get¬ 
ting  to  and  from  school,  3  for  eating, 


hygiene,  etc.,  and  on  average  2  1/2  on 
homework.  So,  after  performing  some 
simple  math,  at  present  students  should 
have  about  4  hours  each  day  for  extra¬ 
curricular  activities  and  maintaining 
some  level  of  a  social  life.  Adding  45 
minutes  to  a  day  may  not  seem  like  a 
whole  lot  of  time,  but  when  you  look 
at  it  knowing  that  high  school  students 
at  BLS  only  have  4  hours,  only  1/6  of 
a  day,  to  do  things  which  may  not  be 
REQUIRED  but  which  are  definitely 
a  good  idea  if  a  student’s  goal  is  to  be 
accepted  into  a  college  (that  is  BLS’s 
goal,  correct?),  it  seems  completely  lu¬ 
dicrous. 

For  once,  it  is  time  to  actually 
consider  the  students.  Let’s  forget  about 
statistics  and  comparisons  for  just  one 
second.  Contrary  to  popular  belief,  the 
majority  of  high  school  students  are  not 
lazy;  they  don’t  have  time  to  be  lazy. 
They  don’t  complain  about  school  be¬ 
cause  their  one  concern  is  watching  the 
Wednesday  lineup  on  the  WB.  They’re 
tired,  plain  and  simple.  They’re  com¬ 
pletely  stressed  out  from  having  to 
carry  2  AP  and  2  honors  courses,  play 
Varsity  baseball,  be  president  of  the 
French  Club  and  Ski  Club,  and  work 
part  time.  For  some  odd  reason,  they 
also  require  sleep.  Adding  more  time 
in  school  would  just  increase  the  pres¬ 
sure.  It  isn’t  necessary.  There  are  other 
options  which  can  and  should  be  con¬ 
sidered,  even  if  for  no  other  reason  than 
the  well-being  of  2400  twelve  to  eigh¬ 
teen  year  olds. 
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By  Ernani  DeAraujo,  I 
News  Editor 


For  seniors,  the  beginning  of 
February  means  the  issuance  of  midyear 
rank.  Consequently,  the  controversy 
over  whether  or  not  class  rank  should 
be  calculated  at  BLS  is  rekindled  among 
students.  Opponents  of  rank  say  that  it 
is  unfairly  calculated  and  that  it  pro¬ 
motes  unhealthy  competition.  However, 
proponents  of  rank,  like  myself,  insist 
that  it  is  necessary  for  various  reasons: 
rank  is  required  by  most  competitive 
colleges;  it  effectively  (though  not  per¬ 
fectly)  measures  a  student’s  desire  and 
ability  to  excel  at  Latin;  it  promotes 
healthy  competition;  and  it  displays  the 
rigidity  and  difficulty  of  Latin  school’s 
curriculum  since  all  classes  are 
weighted  (thereby  ensuring  that  an  A  in 
an  AP  will  count  more  than  the  same  in 
a  regular  course). 

All  competitive  colleges  re¬ 
quire  either  an  exact  or  approximate 
rank.  The  Headmaster  reiterated  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  the  Latin  school’s 
long-standing  tradition:  to  prepare  stu¬ 
dents  for  the  rigors  of  college.  There¬ 
fore,  class  rank  has  been  preserved  in 
order  to  show  colleges  where  each  stu¬ 
dent  stands  in  relation  to  his  peers.  Col¬ 
lege  admissions  officers  will  include 
rank  as  one  of  the  many  factors  in  de¬ 
termining  the  strength  of  a  student’s 
candidacy. 

[Rank]  effectively 
( though  not  per¬ 
fectly)  measures  a 
student’s  desire  and 
ability  to  excel  at 
Latin;  it  promotes 
healthy  competition; 
and  it  displays  the 
rigidity  and  diffi¬ 
culty  of  Latin 
school ’s  curriculum. 


Rank  is  also  necessary  since 
it  roughly  measures  a  student’s  ability 
and  desire  to  achieve  at  Latin.  Of 
course,  rank  is  only  one  measure  of  a 
student’s  career  at  Latin,  and  therefore 
it  cannot  be  effective  unless  it  is  com¬ 


Rank  Rehashed 


bined  with  other  factors  both  academic 
and  extracurricular.  Also,  it  is  a  foregone 
conclusion  that  greatest  achievement  of 
any  BLS  student  is  graduating.  However, 
students  who  work  above  and  beyond  of 
what  is  expected  of  them  should  have  a 
means  of  distinguishing  themselves; 
rank  is  a  part  of  that  means. 

Healthy  competition  is  pro¬ 
moted  by  rank.  What  is  meant  by  the 
word  competition  is  not  some  cutthroat 
attempt  to  destroy  one’s  classmates  but 
instead  a  challenge  to  oneself  to  be  at 
the  top  of 
the  class. 

However, 
it  must  be 
mentioned 
that  the 
academic 
pressures 
at  Latin,  in 
combina¬ 
tion  with 
the  pres¬ 
sures  of 
growing 
up,  have  at 
times  nega¬ 
tively  af¬ 
fected  the 
emotional 
stability  of 
a  student. 

Neverthe¬ 
less,  stu¬ 
dents,  with 
the  aid  of 
their  families,  have  the  responsibility  of 
putting  academics  into  the  proper  per¬ 
spective. 

Is  rank  fair?  Most  seniors,  jun¬ 
iors,  and  sophomores  have,  at  least  once, 
taken  a  regular  course  which  is  harder 
than  an  honors  or  AP.  This  may  seem 
very  unfair,  but  teaching  styles  differ  for 
each  teacher.  So  some  teachers,  regard¬ 
less  of  the  course  description,  give  large 
volumes  of  work  while  others  give  very 
little.  Consequently,  a  student  with 
harder  courses  may  get  a  lower  rank  than 
a  student  with  easier  ones.  Nevertheless, 
rank  is  equally  applied  to  all  courses  as 
seen  in  the  weighting  of  each  course. 

Recently,  rank  was  readjusted 
for  sophomores.  From  now  on,  sopho¬ 
more  points  will  be  multiplied  by  a  larger 
factor  (3.6  instead  of  3)  and  all  six 
courses  will  count.  The  latter  change  will 
enable  students  who  do  well  in  all  of  their 
classes  to  have  a  higher  rank. 

We  may  not  like  it;  no  one  likes 
the  anxiety  and  subsequent  depression 
(for  some)  that  it  brings,  but  rank  is  nec¬ 
essary  and  will  definitely  be  preserved 
at  BLS. 


By  Samuel  Graham-Felsen,  I 
Sports  Editor 


Call  me  a  hypocrite.  I  hate  rank. 
I  fully  admit  to  my  hypocrisy,  and  basi¬ 
cally,  my  only  defense  is  that  people 
change.  Things  change,  opinions  change, 
and  the  only  way  to  possibly  progress 
as  a  person  is  through  change.  With  that 
said  and  done,  I’m  about  to  tear  apart 
the  laurels  that  Boston  Latin  School  has 
rested  on  for  centuries.  The  value  sys¬ 
tem  at  BLS 
must 
change. 
Too  much 
has  been 
lost  al¬ 
ready. 

Boston 
Latin 
School  has 
perpetu¬ 
ated  a  sys¬ 
tem  that 
single- 
handedly 
has  driven 
nice  people 
mad,  made 
smart 
people  feel 
i  n  fe r i  or, 
and  worst 
of  all, 
taken  away 
from  what  an  education  is  supposed  to 
be  about.  And  although  I  personally  may 
have  “beat  the  system,”  rather  than  bask 
in  the  glow  of  my  supposed  victory,  I 
am  lamenting  on  what  I  and  many  other 
people  missed  out  on.  On  what  could 
have  been. 

I’m  a  firm  believer  that  school 
should  be  about  getting  an  education. 
Sadly,  this  isn’t  what  Boston  Latin  is 
about.  Boston  Latin  is  about  getting  good 
grades,  not  as  a  reflection  of  how  much 
one  has  learned,  but  as  an  indicator  of 
how  badly  one  wants  a  good  rank.  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  preaches  an  “ends  justifies  the 
means”  attitude  rather  than  one  which 
focuses  on  the  educational  value  at  the 
present.  Students  have  spent  more  time 
worrying  about  grades  than  learning,  and 
the  reasons  are  manifold. 

School  administrators  insist 
that  Latin’s  central  goal  is  “getting  young 
people  into  college.”  What  does  that  tell 
us?  That  education  is  secondary,  and  thst, 
by  all  means  necessary,  even  if  it  means 
cutting  corners,  taking  short  cuts,  and 
even  cheating,  students  should  strive  to 
get  good  grades  just  so  they  can  have 
high  ranks  and  get  into  college. 


When  one  is  quantified,  when 
a  person  has  a  number  affixed  to  his 
persona,  a  number  that  represents  seem¬ 
ingly  so  much  (how  “smart”  you  are, 
how  hard  you  try,  if  you’re  a  winner, 
failure,  slacker,  or  leader),  it  becomes 
such  a  central,  vital  theme  in  one’s  life 
that  he  loses  sight  of  so  many  other 
things.  The  pressure  is  insurmountable. 
What  is  on  the  line  is  not  only  one’s 
pride,  but  one’s  self-esteem. 

It’s  a  terrible  feeling  to  be 
“lower”  or  “worse”  than  someone  else. 
That’s  why  so  many  students  are  driven 
to  do  whatever  is  necessary  to  succeed 
grade-wise.  It’s  what  happens  when  ev¬ 
ery  move  you  make  in  school  will 
somehow  determine  where  you  stand 
compared  to  other  people.  Everyone 
keeps  saying  “but  this  is  what  the  real 
world  is  like.”  If  this  is  what  the  real 
world  is  like,  then  the  real  world  stinks. 

Accomplishment  should  be 
about  personal  pride  and  self-worth, 
about  knowing  that  you  did  something 
well.  It  shouldn’t  be  about  knowing  that 
you  did  something  better  than  someone 
else.  So  would  ending  the  rank  system 
improve  education?  Clearly.  Without 
the  blatant  pressure  of  being  quantified, 
students  would  assuredly  be  able  to  fo¬ 
cus  more  on  learning  for  learning’s 
sake. 

Sure,  with  a  GPA  system, 
there  would  still  be  pressure  and  com¬ 
petition,  but  it  wouldn’t  be  half  as  fla¬ 
grant  and  overbearing.  On  a  larger  and 
more  idealistic  level,  BLS  needs  to  shift 
its  focus  from  being  a  feeder  school  to 
good  colleges  to  being  a  school  where 
one  can  get  a  great  education.  High 
school  should  be  a  place  where  one  can 
learn.  If  a  student  achieves,  it  shows  that 
he  is  learning,  and  as  a  reward,  he 
should  be  able  to  attend  a  college  where 
he  can  get  a  good  education.  We 
shouldn’t  just  throw  away  high  school 
as  being  a  “doorway  into  college.”  I  am 
almost  100%  certain  that  administrative 
leaders  will  pay  no  heed  to  my  argu¬ 
ment,  let  alone  read  this  article.  But 
believe  me,  other  schools,  such  as 
Brookline  High  and  prestigious  private 
institutions  like  Milton  Academy  have 
abandoned  the  rank  system  and  are  far 
less  competitive  and  far  more  pro¬ 
learning  environments.  Prestige  should 
mean  something,  and  BLS  should  live 
up  to  its  monumental  renown  as  the 
former  schools  for  the  most  part,  do. 
Alas,  all  of  this  is  wishful  thinking. 
How  dare  anyone  question  the  way 
BLS  is  being  has  been  run  for  the  past 
350  years?  All  I  know  is  that  if  I  could 
do  it  all  over  again,  I  would  far  rather 
Boston  Latin  School  be  a  doorway  to 
intellectual  pursuit  rather  than  just  a 
doorway  to  a  good  college. 


Re:  Pep  Rally 


By  Nicholas  Halloran,  I 
Staff  Writer 


The  Pep  rally  has  always  been  a  place  where 
the  entire  student  body  came  together  to  support  our 
fall  sports,  most  notably  our  football  team.  This  served 
to  pique  the  interest  of  the  students  in  the  game  and  to 
excite  the  players  about  the  upcoming  game.  This  year, 
unfortunately,  due  to  “security”  problems,  two  of  the 
pep  rallies  were  canceled.  This  was  done  to  punish  that 
handful  of  underclassmen  who  had  caused  trouble  out¬ 
side  of  school.  Now  if  the  pep  rally  is  a  risk,  shouldn’t 
lunch  be  considered  dangerous  too?  I  mean,  800  kids 
crowding  into  a  rectangular  room  for  20  minutes  try¬ 
ing  to  wolf  down  whatever  food  they  have  brought  to 


eat?  This  is  a  recipe  for  disaster.  If  there  was  a  serious 
problem,  there  is  no  way  the  administration  could  put 
a  stop  to  it.  Subsequently,  as  you  follow  the  obvious 
logic,  isn’t  school  a  terrible  safety  risk  too?  The  stu¬ 
dent  to  faculty  ratio  is  approximately  30: 1 .  If  the  stu¬ 
dents  revolted  (obviously  a  worst  case  scenario),  once 
again  the  administration  would  be  helpless.  After  re¬ 
viewing  this,  it  is  obvious  to  me  that  school  and  almost 
all  public  gatherings  should  be  banned,  due  to  “secu¬ 
rity”  reasons.  I  hope  after  you  read  that  last  paragraph, 
you  realize  how  ridiculous  the  decision  was,  for  2  rea¬ 
sons.  A.)  If  the  kids  want  to  fight,  they  will  do  it  out¬ 
side  of  school,  and  B.)  Do  you  really  believe  that  the 
senior  class  would  let  a  bunch  of  underclassmen  ruin 
their  last  pep  rally?  I  don’t  think  so.  What  the  adminis¬ 
tration  has  done  here,  is  once  again  crucify  the  entire 
student  body  due  to  the  actions  of  a  few  students.  Now 


I  read  in  Raymond  Wu’s  article  that  “the  actions  of  the 
one  will  reflect  on  the  whole.”  I  do  not  think  that  this 
is  the  best  approach.  Wouldn’t  it  just  be  easier  to  pun¬ 
ish  the  people  who  were  involved  by  not  allowing  them 
to  go  to  the  pep  rally?  This  would  make  them  feel  much 
worse  and  teach  them  a  better  lesson  because  they 
would  be  stuck  in  a  room  somewhere  while  all  their 
other  classmates  would  be  having  a  good  time.  As  it  is, 
they  probably  don’t  care.  Even  this  is  not  the  main  prob¬ 
lem.  The  main  problem  is  that  by  trying  to  show  the 
entire  school  that  there  will  be  no  tolerance  for  vio¬ 
lence,  the  lesson  that  was  really  given  was  this:  if  you’re 
going  to  get  punished  for  other  people’s  actions  even 
if  you’re  good,  what’s  the  point  in  always  trying  to  do 
the  right  thing?  I  know  this  is  not  what  was  intended, 
but  this  is  what  happened,  and  it  is  really  sad  to  see. 
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Arts  Spotlight 


Kaye 

Evanslutterodt 


By  Natalie  Pierre-Louis,  I 
Contributing  Writer 

For  the  past  couple  of 
years  you  have  probably  seen  her 
art  work  around  school  and  you’ve 
most  likely  seen  her  in  the  halls. 
Well,  for  those  of  you  who  don’t 
know  her,  her  name  is  Kaye 
Evanslutterodt.  Don’t  feel  bad  if 
you  can’t  pronounce  her  last  name. 
At  first  I  couldn’t  either. 

When  I  asked  her  about 
her  favorite  art  experience,  she  said 
it  was  the  Risdy  Pre-College  Art 
Program  because  she  “met  a  lot  of 
people,  learned  a  lot,  and  came  to 
know  and  appreciate  college.”  Her 
favorite  artist  is  Jonathan  Green  be¬ 
cause  “his  work  is  similar  to  mine 
in  that  he  tries  to  express  the  same 
feelings.”  She  said  the  major  dif¬ 
ference  between  his  work  and  hers 
is  that  he  expresses  feeling  through 
body  movements  whereas  she  does 
it  by  exacting  facial  expressions. 

Kaye  is  in  her  second  year 
of  Art  AP,  and  her  work  has  been 
selected  for  the  Scholastic  Art 
Competition.  Kaye  is  also  the  art 
coordinator  for  the  Fashion-Talent 
Show  and  the  Vice  President  of  the 
Afrikan  Kultural  Society.  She  is  a 
very  down-to-earth  person  and 
wants  to  go  to  college  to  study  art 
therapy  because,  “I  don’t  want  to 
be  a  starving  artist.” 

Kaye  likes  any  art  work 
that  makes  her  “feel  good”  or 
makes  her  “want  to  change  things.” 
One  of  her  goals  is  to  change  how 
people  think  because  “people  don’t 
realize  that  what  they  see  affects  the 
way  they  think  and  who  they  are.” 
With  her  talent  and  commitments, 
she  is  sure  to  do  just  that. 


Varsity  Blues 


By  Alinna  Chung,  II 
Assistant  Copy  Editor 


Get  a  fairly  handsome  and  intellectual  guy,  make 
him  a  strong-willed  and  talented  athlete,  have  him  overcome 
a  psychotic  coach,  throw  in  a  few  naked  women,  and  voila! 
you’ve  got  a  movie. 

I  found  it  somewhat  ironic  that  billboards  advertis¬ 
ing  Varsity  Blues  sported  the  slogan  “Make  your  own  rules” 
as  I  found  most  of  the  movie  to  be  completely  formulaic.  A 
recent  release  from  MTV,  Varsity  Blues  is  a  movie  about 
obsession,  teenage  life,  and  the  pressures  placed  on  athletes 
to  perform  -  at  least  as  MTV  sees  it.  The  movie  stars  James 
Van  Der  Beek  (TV’s  Dawson’s  Creek)  as  John  “Mox” 
Moxon,  a  bench-warming  bookworm  who  struggles  with 
tradition  in  the  southern  town  of  West  Canaan  where  foot¬ 
ball  is  king  and  all  the  people  its  peasants.  The  team,  lead 
by  the  tyrannical  Coach  Bud  Kilmer  (Jon  Voight),  is  on  its 
way  to  win  yet  another  championship  when  its  quarterback, 
Lance,  is  injured.  Forced  onto  the  field,  Mox  shows  that  he 
is  a  skilled  player.  As  Mox  gains  popularity,  he  is  drawn 
into  a  life  of  parties,  drinking,  and  girls  (yet  he  somehow 
manages  to  remain  righteous).  As  he  improves  and  becomes 
a  god/quarterback,  he  tries  to  impose  a  few  improvements 
on  the  strategies  of  the  team.  However,  Kilmer,  being  the 
traditional  autocratic  jerk  that  he  is,  reminds  him  that  he  is 
only  a  part  of  a  larger  machine  which  the  coach  controls. 
Mox,  undaunted  by  numerous  warnings  from  this  tyrant, 
breaks  all  the  rules  and  usurps  the  coach’s  role  by  the  end. 

Sounds  like  a  decent  story,  right?  Unfortunately,  I 
could  have  written  the  same  synopsis  before  watching  the 


movie  based  on  the  few  commercials  I  had  seen.  The  plot 
was  too  predictable  and  the  characters  barely  believable.  The 
teacher  who  worked  as  a  stripper  was  definitely  the  last  straw 
for  me  (eww).  After  seeing  the  movie,  I  wondered  if  Varsity 
Blues  was  just  an  excuse  for  MTV  to  make  a  bad  movie 
featuring  naked  women  and  teenagers  in  “the  real  world.” 
It  was  filled  with  trite  stereotypes  (as  we  all  know,  every 
Southern  male  is  either  an  alcoholic  who  engages  in  pro¬ 
miscuous  sex  or  a  fat  alcoholic  who  drives  a  truck  and  owns 
a  pet  pig)  and  terrible  accents.  Varsity  Blues  is  adequate  as 
a  feel-good  movie  but  lacks  a  few  qualities  that  would  have 
made  it  better,  like  a  good  plot  and  realistic  characters. 

While  I  do  not  particularly  appreciate  the  movie  as 
a  whole,  it  does  have  a  few  redeeming  characteristics.  It 
lightly  touches  on  racism,  gender  expectations,  and  suicide, 
and  other  pressures  teenagers  face.  As  for  comedy,  I  found 
the  scene  where  Van  Der  Beek  knocks  the  cowboy  (the 
opponent’s  mascot)  off  his  horse  particularly  amusing,  as 
well  as  the  part  where  a  couple  has  sex  on  a  dryer  as  a  drunken 
player  regurgitates  into  a  washing  machine  right  beside  them. 
Of  course,  one  cannot  forget  the  scene  where  the  character 
played  by  Scott  Caan  steals  a  police  car  during  a  party  and 
returns  with  a  car  full  of  naked  girls. 

Van  Der  Beek  joins  the  ranks  of  his  fellow 
Dawson’s  Creek  cast  members  by  starring  in  a  bad  movie 
(might  I  remind  you  of  Halloween  H20  and  Urban  Leg¬ 
end).  I  found  Varsity  Blues  to  be  a  less  than  satisfactory 
movie,  lacking  depth  and  reality.  If  I  sound  incredibly  dog¬ 
matic,  you  probably  haven’t  seen  it  yet.  If  you  disagree,  go 
see  it,  if  only  to  prove  me  wrong.  If  you  already  have,  well, 
we’re  all  entitled  to  our  own  opinions.  However,  as  I  see  it. 
Van  Der  Beek  should  have  stayed  on  the  creek. 


Babe  the  Blue  Ox’s  The  Way  We  Were 


By  William  Young,  I 
News  Editor 


The  lyrics,  while  not  drawn 
out,  are  the  saving  grace  of  Babe  the 
Blue  Ox’s  The  Way  We  Were.  The  songs 
are  slow,  masculine  rock  played  with  a 
variety  of  instruments,  including 
drums,  keyboards,  horns,  guitars,  bass 
guitars,  pianos,  penicilina  (whatever 
that  is),  tambourine,  and  bongos. 

The  first  song,  “My  Baby  ‘n’ 
Me,”  masks  no  subtitles  of  emotion. 
With  lyrics  like  “My  baby  n  me  /  We 
sit  and  watch  the  TV  /  That’s  enough 
for  me  /  Just  my  baby  n  me,”  no  won¬ 
drous  poetic  genius  is  displayed;  in¬ 


stead,  the  band  gives  the  listener  a  very 
straightforward  commentary  on  the 
nature  of  Tim  Thomas’ love  life.  The 
music  is  very  pedestrian:  nothin’  fancy, 
slightly  repetitious  guitar  work,  and  un¬ 
exciting  vocals. 

There  is  one  song  which 

The  song  is  full  of 
good  advice 

should  be  played  at  least  once  on  a 
major  label.  Track  12,  “I’m  not  listen¬ 
ing,”  both  comical  and  deadly  serious, 
is  an  optimistic  call  to  defy  bad  advice. 
“Bobby’s  beatin  on  his  little  kid  brother 
/  Dad  says  punch  him  son  /  slappin’s 


just  for  wimps  and  girls  /  and  if  I  get 
that  kid  alone  I’ll  tell  him  one  thing  / 
You  gotta  stop  listening.”  The  song  is 
full  of  good  advice.  The  vocalists  stay 
within  their  moderate  range,  and  the 
music  sounds  like  that  of  early  R.E.M. 

The  album  includes  tributes  to 
a  car,  the  train,  and  basketball,  along 
with  significant  number  of  commentar¬ 
ies  on  the  love  life  of  a  twenty-some¬ 
thing. 

This  is  not  a  chart-topping  al¬ 
bum,  but  neither  is  it  without  merit. 
Babe  the  Blue  Ox  has  a  track  on  the 
new,  free  Newbury  Comix  music  sam¬ 
pler;  if  you  like  the  song,  you  might 
want  to  pick  you  a  copy  of  The  Way  We 
Were. 


Review  of  Phaedra 


By  Amelia  Aubourg,  I 
Assistant  A&E  Editor 


Fifteen  minutes  after  I  arrived  at  C’est  Bon 
for  coffee,  I  walked  to  the  American  Repertory  The¬ 
ater  with  my  friends  to  see  Phaedra.  I  went  into  the 
auditorium  and  instantly  was  confused  because  of  the 
weird  seating  arrangement.  I  was  glad  that  the  show 
started  on  time.  Phaedra ,  a  Greek  tragedy,  is  about  a 
cursed  queen  who  falls  in  love  with  her  stepson, 
Hippolytus,  and  the  sorrow  it  brings  to  her  family. 
Her  husband,  Theseus,  who  was  thought  to  be  dead, 
returns  from  battle.  He  comes  back  to  find  his  wife 
Phaedra  crying  rape  at  Hippolytus.  Meanwhile, 
Hippolytus  is  in  love  with  the  slave  girl  Areisha  who 
helps  convince  him  to  prove  his  innocence  to  his  fa¬ 
ther.  At  the  end,  though,  typical  to  every  Greek  trag¬ 
edy,  everyone  dies  except  for  Theseus. 


The  play,  originally  written  by  Racine,  had 
a  great  story  line,  but  the  actors  did  an  injustice  to 
this  production.  Hippolytus  was  overly  dramatic  and 
strong  in  character.  He  exerted  more  energy  running 
around  the  stage  than  acting.  Theseus,  the  father,  who 
appeared  in  the  second  act,  looked  like  he  was  going 
to  bring  some  color  to  the  play,  but  his  performance 
was  disappointing.  As  a  father  and  the  authority  fig¬ 
ure,  his  acting  was  dry  and  lacked  emotion.  The  sup¬ 
porting  actors  did  much  better  than  most  of  the  major 
characters.  The  best  portrayals  were  by  Phaedra  and 
the  messenger.  Phaedra  was  very  alert  and  in  sync 
with  her  character.  Though  the  play  portrays  her  as  a 
weak  spirit,  Phaedra  gives  herself  time  for  develop¬ 
ment,  life,  and  soul.  Lastly,  the  messenger  was  bold 
and  diabolic  with  her  haunting  voice  and  presence. 

The  set  production  of  Phaedra  was  beauti¬ 
ful.  It  was  decorated  with  copper  metallic  walls  and 
special  lights.  The  costumes  were  unique  and  inter¬ 


esting.  The  technical  lighting  added  allure  and  beauty 
to  the  set.  The  design  of  the  set  brought  reality  to  the 
Greek  tragedy,  especially  the  last  confrontation  be¬ 
tween  Hippolytus  and  Theseus. 

From  beginning  to  end,  the  play  was  not  a 
complete  failure.  There  was  the  last  scene  with 
Hippolytus  and  Theseus.  Both  actors  were  active  in 
emotion,  constantly  working  off  each  other’s  feelings. 
The  pathos  for  Theseus  after  he  realizes  the  innocence 
of  dead  Hippolytus  was  well  done  -  the  best  part  of 
the  standing  ovation  the  cast  members  received. 

Phaedra  was  dry,  confusing,  and  lacked  life. 
There  was  so  much  more  to  be  expected,  but  for  six¬ 
teen  dollars,  I  feel  as  if  I  had  been  gypped.  I  could 
have  gone  to  the  Huntington  Theatre  for  less.  The 
only  good  thing  about  the  trip  is  that  most  of  the  se¬ 
nior  class  missed  a  day  of  school. 
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WASP  Gives  Audience  an 
Astonishing  Sting  of  Enchantment 


By  Marquis  Hunt,  III 
Staff  Writer 


I  had  no  idea  what  this  play  was  about  (or  even  the 
title,  for  that  matter)  as  I  seated  myself  amongst  others  in  the 
Massachusetts  College  of  Arts  Tower  Auditorium  desiring  to 
watch  a  good  show.  After  the  play,  I  possessed  the  feeling  one 
experiences  after  seeing  an  awesome  movie.  This  Steven  Mar¬ 
tin  play  is  an  awesome  product  that  was  exceptionally  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  actors  and  personnel  of  The  Boston  Latin  School 
Centre  Stage  group.  Its  stereotypical  concept  of  a  family’s 
life  and  thoughts  exaggerated  into  strange  reveries  gives  a  twist 
on  what  would  be  an  otherwise 
ordinary  play. 

Based  on  a  mid-twen¬ 
tieth  century  suburban  Anglo- 
Saxon  family  (hence  the  title 
being  an  acronym  for  White 
Anglo-Saxon  Protestant),  it  por¬ 
trays  the  thoughts  of  each  fam¬ 
ily  member’s  problems  within 
the  family  itself  by  exhibiting 
their  thoughts  on  the  stage.  The 
family  is  supposed  to  be  a  ste¬ 
reotype  for  the  upper  middle 
class  family.  Nina  Brilliant, 
playing  the  mother,  was  beauti¬ 
ful  in  her  performance  as  she 
acted  out  an  exuberant  but  men¬ 
tally  erratic  mother  who  has  re¬ 
flecting  on  her  dwindling  rela¬ 
tionship  with  her  husband.  In  the 
play,  she  dreams  of  voices  that 
help  her  unravel  her  future  by  answering  her  questions  about 
the  actions  of  the  husband.  The  voices  of  Kara  Ryan,  Shelagh 
Murphy,  Samantha  Johnson,  and  lead  voice  Elizabeth  Johnson 
(no  relation)  delivered  remarkable  performances,  creating 
vocal  symmetry  that  felt  like  an  eerie  echo  around  the  theater. 
Also,  the  sexual  screams  by  Nina  were,  by  far,  the  most  hi¬ 
larious  moment  of  the  play.  The  roles  of  the  siblings,  played 
by  Jon  Gass,  Jr.  and  Rebecca  Bor,  also  had  notable  acting  in 
their  roles.  Jon  played  the  brother  who  essentially  has  no  fa¬ 
ther  figure  since  his  new  one  gives  him  little  attention.  He  has 
created  a  dream  of  him  being  given  powers  of  foreseeing  his 
future  by  an  extra-terrestrial  called  Premier.  Adam  Finelli, 
who  played  this  character,  gave  a  humorous  performance  as 
his  imitation  of  an  alien  was  acknowledged  by  many  laughs 
in  the  crowd.  Rebecca  played  the  sister  who  receives  atten¬ 
tion  from  her  peers,  but  becomes  miniscule  when  she  is  with 
her  family.  Her  dream  is  set  at  her  outrageous  thoughts  of  her 
wanting  to  be  special  to  the  world.  An  example  is  of  this  is  her 
vision  of  giving  birth  to  Jesus  and  marrying  him  so  that  he 
may  one  day  take  her  to  heaven.  This  was  also  another  case  of 
the  comedy  that  flooded  the  entire  play.  Also  there  were  acute 
roles  in  the  play  which  were  the  choirmaster  (Eddie  Baker) 
and  the  butler  Roger  (Marcus  Stacy).  The  last  but  very  much 
not  least  character  I  have  to  mention  is  Thomas  O’Malley, 


who  I  felt  stole  the  show  as  he  acted  out  his  father-figure  role 
very  well.  As  the  lead  character,  his  stereotypical  voice  and 
style  around  the  house  gave  his  character  a  commanding  fig¬ 
ure  throughout  the  play.  Even  though  throughout  the  play  his 
character  was  considered  to  be  funny,  the  ending  was  what 
really  surprised  me;  he  endowed  upon  the  audience  an  awe¬ 
some  speech  of  his  responsibility  towards  the  family,  his  life 
being  forced  to  changed  for  the  woman  he  loves,  and  know¬ 
ing  the  fact  that  he  has  become  the  great  man  his  lover  wants 
him  to  be,  knowing  that  they  will  be  more  miserable  once  the 
romance  is  gone.  His  ending  speech  is  very  moving  and  it 
gives  variance  and  vibrancy  to  his  character.  It  gives  a  serious 
mood  that  then  fully  gave  the  realization  of  the  imperfections 
of  the  family,  and  thus  the  play  has  ended. 

The  plot  was  great  and 
the  way  the  story  formed  pre¬ 
sented  a  fascinating  plot,  but 
was  horribly  confusing.  It  took 
a  huge  amount  of  focus  (and  in¬ 
formation  from  others)  to  fully 
understand  the  play.  If  there 
was  some  prologue  given  to  us 
on  what  the  play  was  about  it 
would  have  been  easier  to  grasp 
more  of  the  aspects  of  the  play. 
But  I  think  that  the  director 
(Ingrid  Liff)  and  the  stage  man¬ 
ager  (Olivia  Liff)  handed  out 
the  best  they  could  to  try  and 
differentiate  the  actual  time  and 
daydreams  of  the  actors.  The 
theme  was  almost  completely 
hidden  in  this  play,  and  unless 
you  knew  what  the  term  WASP 
was,  many  novelties  in  the  play 
never  had  a  reason  for  being  there.  The  mood  of  the  show  was 
very  erratic,  which  was  a  good  thing  because  it  settled  for 
Tommy’s  unforeseen  speech  that  totally  turned  around  the 
mood  of  the  play.  It  had  a  very  abrupt  ending,  but  in  a  way,  it 
was  the  fact  that  the  play  was  so  good  that  it  was  felt  that 
more  could  come  from  it. 

The  sets  were  awesome.  They  were  simple  and  cre¬ 
ated  a  great  visualization  of  what  was  happening,  even  when 
characters  deferred  from  reality  into  their  dreams.  The  cos¬ 
tumes  and  props  (Rose  Costello  and  Naomi  Krakow)  were 
very  appreciative  to  the  times  they  were  representing.  The 
best  part  of  the  costumes  was  the  creativeness  of  the  alien’s 
wardrobe,  which  was  stunning  for  even  up  till  now  I  couldn’t 
tell  if  it  was  a  real  boy  or  not.  The  lighting  (Ben  Webb)  was 
done  beautifully  as  the  dimmed  light  expressed  the  dreams  of 
each  of  the  family  members. 

Overall,  through  the  confusion  of  the  story,  this  was 
an  astounding  play  that  was  done  very  well  by  this  group. 
Using  their  talent,  they  were  able  to  set  up  this  show  and  give 
the  audience  a  great  deal  of  good  to  talk  about  as  they  headed 
home.  This  play  is  one  that  will  be  engraved  in  many  people’s 
minds  for  a  very  long  time.  I  can  still  remember  Premier’s 
words:  “You  are  a  WASP,  but  it’s  the  women  who  have  the 
stingers!” 


Life  is  Beautiful  Review 


By  Jonah  Birch,  III 
Contributing  Writer 


Humor  is  always  going  to  look  out  of  place  in  a  Nazi 
death  camp.  Therefore,  it  is  no  wonder  that  Life  is  Beautiful 
has  drawn  critics  from  some  Jewish  groups.  But  all  of  the 
power  in  this  film  lies  in  its  use  of  humor.  And  this  was  a  very 
powerful  film. 

Life  is  Beautiful  is  the  story  of  Guido  (played  by  the 
director,  Roberto  Benigni),  an  Italian  Jew,  moving  to  the  town 
of  Arrezzo  in  1939.  Guido  chooses  to  ignore  the  growing  anti- 
Semitism  and  the  fascism  of  the  government  and  treats  his 
life  like  a  very  funny  joke.  His  practical  jokes  manage  to  alien¬ 
ate  some  in  the  town  hierarchy,  but  they  do  get  him  some 
attention  from  a  lovely  young  school  teacher  named  Dora 
(Nicoletta  Braschi).  He  does  his  best  to  court  her,  and  soon  a 
fairy-tale  romance  begins. 

The  movie  then  cuts  to  several  years  later.  Guido  and 
Dora  have  a  young  son  named  Joshua  (Giorgio  Cantarim).  He 
has  opened  a  bookstore.  His  life  seems  very  happy,  but  this  is 


at  the  height  of  war  and  anti-Semitic  hysteria  in  Italy.  As  Dora 
is  running  an  errand,  Joshua  and  Guido  get  picked  up  and  sent 
to  a  concentration  camp. 

This  is  when  the  controversy  begins.  To  shield  his 
son  from  reality,  Guido  tells  him  that  it  is  all  a  game  that  Guido 
has  organized.  He  insists  that  they  are  trying  not  to  get  caught 
being  bad  so  they  can  earn  “points."  When  all  of  the  other 
children  are  gassed,  Guido  tells  Joshua  that  the  best  way  to 
earn  points  is  to  not  get  caught  by  the  “mean  men  who  yell.” 
If  one  does  get  caught,  Guido  tells  Joshua,  one  gets  “disquali¬ 
fied.”  Guido  takes  ridiculous  chances  with  his  life  to  keep  the 
charade  going  with  his  son.  The  grand  prize  would  be  a  real 
tank,  as  those  were  Joshua’s  favorite  toys.  It  seems  that  Guido’s 
humor  blunts  some  of  the  pain  that  these  camps  caused. 

Overall,  I  thought  Life  is  Beautiful  was  a  wonderful 
movie.  It  is  enough  to  simply  say  that  it  is  extremely  emo¬ 
tional.  The  acting  was  fabulous.  I  thought  that  Braschi  had  a 
particularly  gut  wrenching  performance.  Every  individual 
must  decide  on  their  own  whether  or  not  the  humor  used 
trivializes  the  horror  of  the  death  camps.  I  myself  feel  that  it 
did  not.  Either  way,  there  is  no  denying  that  Life  is  Beautiful  is 
a  wonderful  movie,  and  one  that  I  would  highly  recommend. 


Arts  Spotlight 


Manu  Pradham 


By  Ingrid  Liff,  I 
A&E  Editor 

Manu,  a  senior  artist  at  BLS, 
is  one  talented  guy.  He  plays  music,  he 
draws,  and  he  writes.  Manu  is  a  well- 
rounded,  bona  fide  artist. 

Influenced  by  experimental, 
classical,  jazz,  and  rock  music,  Manu’s 
favorite  instrument  is  the  piano.  He 
began  studying  the  piano  seven  years 
ago  at  Longy  in  Cambridge  and  then 
switched  to  the  New  England  Conser¬ 
vatory  Extension  School.  Manu  is  pres¬ 
ently  in  his  fourth  year  studying  piano 
at  the  Conservatory.  He  plays  mostly 
classical  piano,  influenced  by  Bach, 
Brahms,  and  Frank  Zappa  -  an  experi¬ 
mental,  atonal  (and  all-around  weird) 
musician.  Manu’s  musical  harmony  in¬ 
fluences  include  GWAR,  a  rock-ori¬ 
ented  band.  However,  his  musical  tal¬ 
ents  do  not  end  with  the  piano. 

Along  with  the  piano,  Manu 
plays  the  clarinet,  the  acoustic  guitar, 
and  the  kazoo!  Our  very  own  Mr. 
Harper  started  him  on  the  clarinet  in 
the  seventh  grade  at  BLS!  Manu  plays 
guitar  “stuff’  on  his  own,  a  troubling 
thought.  And  he  is  an  accomplished 
kazoo  player. 

Manu  supports  the  Arts  at 
BLS,  too!  He  founded  the  Blues  Club 
at  BLS,  an  organization  dedicated  to 
the  performance  of  Blues  music.  He  is 
involved  in  the  Senior  band,  Music  AP, 
and  Art  AP. 

Manu  has  been  drawing  since 
he  was  young,  and  has  always  been  in¬ 
terested  in  visual  art.  Over  the  past  few 
years,  he  has  completed  several  classes 
at  the  Art  Institute  of  Boston,  includ¬ 
ing  animation,  figure  drawing,  water- 
color,  and  still  life.  Manu  spent  last 
summer  painting  murals  in  downtown 
Boston  with  the  Mural  Project.  As  an 
example  of  Manu’s  quirky  (in  a  good 
way),  fun  personality,  he  did  his  Art  AP 
concentration  on  “Uglies,”  a  series  on 
cartoon-like  figures  with  exaggerated 
and  often  grotesque  features.  And 
Manu  has  another  hidden  skill! 

Manu  is  an  in-the-closet 
writer!  He  writes  limericks!  Here  is  an 
example  that  Manu  wished  me  to  in¬ 
clude  in  his  spotlight: 

There  once  was  a  lady  named  Rose, 
Who  was  sick  from  her  head  to  her  toes. 
The  doctor  a-bumbling. 

Re-routed  her  plumbing, 

And  now  she  can  fart  through  her  nose. 

For  another  example  of 
Manu’s  hidden  authorship,  pick  up  the 
latest  Register  and  read  his  delightful 
poem  on  the  Pillsbury  Doughboy. 

As  you  may  have  inferred 
from  the  above,  Manu  does  not  lack 
talent.  And  along  with  all  his  art,  he,  as 
a  typical  BLS  student,  pursues  his  aca¬ 
demics  with  fervor!  You  will  notice 
him  around  with  his  mysterious  eyes 
and  a  great  smile.  Congratulations  on 
all  of  your  grand  accomplishments, 
vlanu!  He  even  pinned  Rupert!  Some 
actually  say  that  he  is  more  talented  and 
gifted  than  Adam  Sood  is.  Manu  is  cer¬ 
tainly  a  gem  in  our  academic  environ¬ 
ment  at  BLS. 
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Wang  Center:  Yesterday,  Today,  and  Tomorrow 


By  Alfa  Tiruneh,  I 
Contributing  writer 


This  year,  as  it  has  been  doing 
for  many  years  in  the  past,  the  Wang 
Center’s  “Young  At  Arts”  Drama  Club 
is  continuing  with  its  pledge  to  support 
young  people  with  artistic  inclinations 
who  can’t  afford  to  shoulder  the  expen¬ 
ditures  of  valuable  training  in  the  arts. 
The  program  that  I  am  telling  you  about 
goes  far  beyond  that  label  and  is  some¬ 
thing  of  an  amazing  phenomenon  that 
deserves  a  much  greater  recognition.  But 
perhaps  the  quietude  that  surrounds  the 
Wang  Center’s  prominent  Drama  Club 
for  the  “Young  at  Arts”  is  the  very  na¬ 
ture  of  its  prestige.  There  isn’t  much 
hoopla;  word  of  mouth  spreads  the  news 
when  the  time  for  try  outs  is  at  hand,  yet 
that  brief  publicity  is  enough  to  make 
hundreds  of  high  school  students  from 
all  over  Boston  and  its  suburbs  write  the 
required  essay  and  fill  out  the  applica¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  go  through  the  interviews 
that  are  a  part  of  the  selection  process. 

This  year,  for  the  second  time 
in  a  row,  I  am  a  lucky  member  of  the 
Young  at  Arts  Drama  Club.  And  from 
the  second  I  stepped  into  the  familiar 


room  of  mirrored  walls  and  black  dance 
floor,  I  felt  a  change.  The  caring  staff 
members  and  teen  ambassadors  seemed 
to  have  an  enhanced  sense  of  duty  that 
apparently  surpassed  the  dedication  and 
hard  work  I  bore  witness  to  a  year  be¬ 
fore.  I  saw  that  the  ensemble  had  gotten 
smaller,  and  the  schedules  soon  revealed 
that  last  year’s  time  commitments  had 
nearly  doubled.  Also,  last  year’s  profes¬ 
sional  artistic  directors  had  been  replaced 
by  even  more  professional  and  incred¬ 
ibly  talented  individuals  who  were  to 
make  exquisite  dancers,  moving  actors/ 
actresses,  and  electrifying  singers  out  of 
a  roughly  hewn  bunch  of  artistic  dream¬ 
ers  with  little  or  no  previous  experiences. 

That  is  the  most  exciting  aspect 
of  the  program.  The  rather  well-to-do 
theater  company  is  in  the  business  of 
Sister  Act  movie  remakes  where  it  takes 
in  a  group  of  shower-singers,  mirror- 
front  actors,  and  rather  shy  dancers  and 
turns  them  out  with  a  bit  of  star  quality. 
And  from  an  ensemble  member’s  point 
of  view,  that’s  not  such  a  bad  deal.  In 
fact,  it  is  most  liberating  to  be  in  a  pro¬ 
fessional  environment  that  throws  stress, 
pressure,  and  criticism  out  the  window 
and  asks  you  to  pretend  that  you  are  in 
your  bath  tub,  singing  your  favorite  op¬ 
era  piece  to  the  best  of  your  ability.  And 


out  of  all  the  different  tunes  would  sup¬ 
posedly  come  the  unified  and  sv/eetly 
diverse  voice  of  the  ensemble.  This  is 
truly  the  ultimate  place  of  artistic  free¬ 
dom  where  you  are  allowed  the  choice 
of  how  reserved,  conservative,  unbound, 
or  explicit  you  want  to  be.  No  one  ques¬ 
tions  your  motives  but  gives  you  full  at¬ 
tention  and  a  direct  and  honest  reaction 
as  it  comes. 

This  season,  the  ensemble  will 
tackle  the  vast  but  most  interesting  theme 
of  “Yesterday,  Today  and  Tomorrow.” 
These  three  elements  of  time  are  ex¬ 
plored  based  on  the  experiences  and 
views  of  young  people.  Therefore,  the 
past  does  not  exceed  that  of  the  seven¬ 
ties.  Ensemble  members  write  the  script 
of  the  show,  contributing  the  mono¬ 
logues,  skits,  and  musical  pieces  that  will 
eventually  shape  the  final  product.  The 
highly  talented  staff  provided  by  the 
Wang  is  there  to  offer  their  guidance, 
support,  and  a  flourish  of  ideas  to  keep 
the  well  from  drying.  And  throughout  the 
long  journey  to  the  final  showing,  en¬ 
semble  members  are  provided  and  pam¬ 
pered  with  trips  like  the  one  to  Camp 
Kieve  in  Maine,  which  further  solidifies 
the  team,  the  show,  and  helps  create 
friendships  that  will  continue  outside  of 
the  drama  club. 


However,  this  is  not  meant  to 
suggest  that  there  is  no  effort  on  the  part 
of  the  ensemble  member.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  group  members  are  expected  to 
show  101  %  time  commitment  and  en¬ 
ergy.  This  is  a  case  where  students  can¬ 
not  just  be  the  mountains  with  diamond 
mines  within,  but  rather  have  to  help 
guide  the  miners  find  the  treasure. 

And  once  the  diamonds  have 
been  found,  the  dirt  washed  off,  and  the 
clear  crystals  have  been  shaped  to  dazzle 
and  reflect  different  aspects  of  the  same 
object,  they  are  brought  to  bear  before 
the  public  eye  on  May  10,  1999,  at  the 
Majestic  Theatre.  Ordinary  students  who 
started  out  with  only  a  dream  and  their 
Shower  Entertainment  companies  get  to 
feel  like  stars  fora  night.  .  .  and  judging 
from  past  experience,  the  reaction  of  the 
crowd  seems  to  confirm  their  actual  star¬ 
dom.  And  the  Wang  Center’s  dedication 
to  the  arts  ensures  that  there  will  be  a 
prominent  yesterday,  a  definite  today, 
and  an  inevitable  tomorrow!  Therefore, 
join  the  crowds  in  May  to  become  a  part 
of  the  fleeting  entities  of  time  as  the 
Wang  Center’s  Young  at  Arts  1999 
Drama  Club  proudly  presents  Yesterday, 
Today  and  Tomorrow. 


A  Midsummer  Night’s  Dream 


Shakespeare  in  Love 
Review 


By  Julia  Jones,  I 
Staff  Writer 


When  do  dreams  become  one 
with  reality?  What  is  real  and  what  is 
merely  fantastic?  These  are  the  questions 
raised,  begged,  and  finally  answered  this 
month  in  The  Huntington  Theater 
company’s  production  of  A  Midsummer 
Night’s  Dream. 

As  director,  Mary  Zimmerman 
dabbles  in  all  levels  of  reality;  her  flam¬ 
boyant  cast  whisks  the  audience  from 
thoughts  of  their  day  to  thoughts  of  the 
theater, 
ancient 
kingdoms, 
lovers,  and 
fairies  -  a 
true  dem¬ 
onstration 
of  the 
magic  of 
the  theater. 

Just  as  the 
prod  uc- 
tion  is  two 
hours  of 
fulfilling 
entertain¬ 
ment,  it  is 
also  a  cre¬ 
ative  ven¬ 
ture  de¬ 
fined  by 
its  musical 
selections, 
costumes, 
choreog- 
raphy, 
lighting  and  set  design.  Stylized  move¬ 
ments  complement  technical  surprises  to 
create  provocative  frames  of  frozen  im¬ 
ages.  Most  apparent  in  scene  changes 
and  musical  interludes,  these  effects 
highlight  the  show’s  frequent  transitions. 

Mara  Blumenfeld’s  costumes 
are  most  conspicuous.  Zimmerman  has 
even  created  an  original  time  period  for 
them  to  belong  -  the  "gorgeous”  period. 
The  stunning  array  of  colors  these  ex¬ 
travagant  articles  display  is  rightly  sym¬ 


bolic  of  a  lover’s  fantastic  dream. 

Also  to  be  commended  is  Doug 
Hara’s  portrayal  of  the  mischievous 
sprite  Puck.  Hara  is  agile,  energetic,  and 
moves  with  the  practiced  awkwardness 
of  a  keen  fairy  tale  creature.  The  show’s 
ensemble  of  mechanicals,  lead  by  Ed 
Nixon  as  Nick  Bottom,  helps  to  keep  the 
show  alive  with  interludes  of  ridiculous 
humor. 

However,  Zimmerman’s  A 
Midsummer  Night’s  Dream  is  plagued 
with  the  consequences  of  weaving  in  too 
many  drastic  measures  of  symbolism. 
The  simplistic  set  meant  to  blur  the  line 

between 
dreams  and 
reality  is 
initially 
distracting, 
and 
Shakespeare’s 
monstrous 
words  are 
left  echo¬ 
ing  on  a 
barren 
stage.  The 
first  few 
scenes  of 
the  play 
can  not  af¬ 
ford  to 
have  the 
audience 
guessing  at 
the  signifi¬ 
cance  of 
such  a 
minimalist 
backdrop. 
This  open¬ 
ing  segment  lacks  substantial  action  and 
would  benefit  by  a  quicker  pace. 

However,  as  the  production 
gains  momentum,  it  eventually  im¬ 
proves.  Merideth  Zinner’s  Hermia  is 
overdone  and  whiny  at  times,  but  by  the 
time  Puck  ends  the  play  with  his  famous 
monologue,  all  the  show’s  flaws  have 
been  reconciled.  Lovers  and  queens  in  a 
land  ruled  by  magic  flowers  and  fairies 
ultimately  prevail.  Zimmerman’s  cre¬ 
ative  efforts  are  well  worth  the  wait. 


By  May  Kwan,  I 
Staff  Writer 


A  cross-dressing  aspiring  ac¬ 
tress  steals  the  heart  of  a  famous  play¬ 
wright  and  inspires  one  of  his  greatest 
plays.  The  lovers,  however,  face  an  un¬ 
expected  obstacle  and  may  or  may  not 
live  happily  every  after.  This  is  the  basis 
of  Shakespeare  in  Love,  a  film  loosely 
based  on  the  life  of  William  Shakespeare. 
It  is  an  exceptional  and  complete  film, 
which  has  won  the  Golden  Globe  for  best 
comedy.  It  has  the  right  combination  of 
a  phenomenal  cast,  an  award-winning 
script,  and  visual  appeal. 

Leading  the  cast  is  Joseph 
Fiennes,  the  brother  of  Ralph  Fiennes, 
as  William  Shakespeare.  He  is  charm¬ 
ing  and  more  than  effectively  portrays 
William  Shakespeare  as  a  passionate  and 
intense  man,  but  not  a  flawless  one. 
Shakespeare  was  married,  but  in 
Shakespeare  in  Love  he  has  a  fictional 
love  affair  with  Viola,  played  by 
Gwyneth  Paltrow,  who  won  a  Golden 
Globe  for  Best  Actress  in  a  musical  or 
comedy.  Gwyneth  Paltrow  does  not 
command  her  role  immediately.  She  is 
much  too  pouty  and  girlish  to  be  believ¬ 
able  as  a  man.  Soon,  however,  Paltrow 
with  her  grace  and  elegance  that  is  so 
appropriate  for  her  role  transforms  into 
Viola.  Besides  the  leading  players, 
Shakespeare  in  Love  is  sprinkled  with 
memorable  performances  by  Rupert 


Everett  ( My  Best  Friend’s  Wedding), 
Geoffrey  Rush  (Shrine),  and  Judi  Dench, 
who  breathes  life  into  her  role  as  the  cold, 
sarcastic,  and  witty  Queen  Elizabeth. 

The  players,  of  course,  would 
be  nothing  without  a  script.  The  unbe¬ 
lievable  script  incorporates  wit,  humor, 
and  drama  similar  to  William 
Shakespeare,  but  don’t  be  intimidated  by 
the  connection  with  Shakespeare  and 
what  you  have  read  in  English  class. 
Shakespeare  in  Love  was  not  written  by 
Shakespeare.  The  language  in  the  film 
is  entirely  comprehensible  and  should 
not  keep  you  from  seeing  this  film. 

Beautifully  shot,  Shakespeare 
in  Love  is  visually  stunning.  The  elabo¬ 
rate  costumes,  sets,  and  handsome  lead¬ 
ing  man  contribute  to  and  enhance  the 
look  and  feel  of  a  fairy  tale  romance.  On 
the  technical  side,  the  camera  work  is 
impressive  and  at  times  makes  the  audi¬ 
ence  feel  as  if  they  too  were  in 
Shakespeare’s  theater.  No  scene  is  more 
evident  of  this  than  the  one  in  which 
Shakespeare’s  love  affair  and  Romeo’s 
love  affair  no  longer  parallel  each  other, 
but  become  one  in  a  single,  continuous, 
fluid  shot. 

Shakespeare  in  Love  has  dra¬ 
matic  and  comedic  elements  that  are  sure 
to  please  many.  If  cross-dressers,  torrid 
love  affairs,  and  an  occasional  fight  fit 
your  idea  of  a  good  time,  then  go  check 
out  Shakespeare  in  Love. 


I  MM  AN  U  i  L 
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Making  a  Movie  with  John  Travolta 

Continued  from  page  1  ^ 


Through  the  nervous  laughter 
I  hear,  “But  we  have  changed  the  de¬ 
scription  of  this  day  from  ‘spring’  to 
‘brisk’.  We  knew  you’d  like  that.”  Two 
hours  later,  at  9:00  AM,  all  the  extras 
are  finally  herded  into  the  actual  park, 
only  to  discover  that  the  entire  in-field 
is  ice  and  snow.  Crew  members  with 
snow  blowers  are  busily  excavating  left 
field.  “Watch  your  step  folks,”  Sunday 
offers,  “the  aisles  may  be  icy,”  which, 
actually,  is  not  quite  so  unpleasant  as  the 
fact  that  the  seats  are  definitely  wet.  The 
guy  sitting  behind  me  tells  me  to  look 
back,  a  little  to  the  right.  ’’See  the  guy  in 
the  tweed  hat?  He’s  sitting  to  the  left  of 
the  camera,  the  director  is  talking  to  him 
right  now.  .  .  That’s  Duvall.  ”  “Where’s 
Travolta?”  “He’s  not  up  there.”  What 
ensues  is  two  hours  of  fly  balls,  catches, 
cheering,  clapping,  walking  up,  walking 
down,  standing,  sitting,  and  “cut,  reset, 


do  it  all  over  again”  until  a  break  is  given 
at  eleven,  when  it  becomes  urgently  nec¬ 
essary  to  get  a  cup  of  coffee.  It  is  then 
that  curious  things  begin  to  happen.  A 
cameraman  appears  near  the  coffee  table 
followed  directly  by  a  television  re¬ 
porter,  brandishing  a  7-News  mic.  They 
stand  looking  around  and  talking  for  a 
few  seconds  until  a  security  guard  ap¬ 
proaches  and,  as  unceremoniously  as 
possible,  escorts  the  journalist  and  her 
entourage  outside.  As  I  am  walking  back 
to  my  seat,  I  find  a  7-News  helicopter 
levitating  above  the  instant-replay 
screen;  simply  hovering.  No  one  is  pay¬ 
ing  it  the  slightest  bit  of  attention,  how¬ 
ever;  everyone  has  turned  to  face  the 
back  of  the  stands.  It  seems  odd,  and  just 
as  I  reach  my  seat  the  guy  sitting  behind 
me  explains:  John  Travolta  has  just  come 
by  and  I  have  missed  it  while  I  was  get¬ 
ting  the  coffee.  This  is  when  he  takes  out 


a  slip  of  paper  and  shows  me  the  scribble 
on  it;  the  only  intelligible  part  is  a  capi¬ 
tal  J.  So  I  must  sit  down  and  content 
myself  with  staring  as  Travolta  and 
Duvall  practice  their  lines. 

Pretty  soon  it’s  back  to  business 
though,  more  walking,  standing,  sitting, 
talking,  cheering,  gesturing,  but  all  in 
pantomime  this  time.  A  number  of  other 
helicopters  fly  by  intermittently,  stop  for 
a  while,  and  then  depart,  but  that’s  all. 
The  sun,  which  had  helped  to  make  the 
’’spring  day”  a  little  more  bearable,  dips 
behind  the  commentator  box,  but 
filming’s  not  over  yet.  Additional  lights 
are  brought  in.  The  camera  angle  shifts 
and  I  am  moved  to  a  different  seat,  in 
order  to  make  the  stands  look  full,  even 
though  there  are  really  only  about  eight 
hundred  extras.  Otherwise,  I  just  pretend 
I’m  watching  a  baseball  game,  or  rather 
a  single  baseball  play  over  and  over. 


The  end  of  the  day  comes  at 
five  o’clock;  it  was  supposed  to  have 
come  at  dusk,  but  the  director  pretended 
he  didn’t  notice  the  onset  of  darkness  for 
the  past  half  hour,  and  just  brought  in 
additional  searchlight  lamps  to  simulate 
daylight.  When  he  does  realize  that  the 
lights  from  the  windows  of  the  Pruden¬ 
tial  building  are  all  that  can  be  seen  of 
it,  he  thanks  us  for  our  wonderful  job  of 
not  attacking  John,  being  quiet  when 
asked,  and  generally  behaving  ourselves 
very  nicely  under  not  altogether  pleas¬ 
ant  conditions.  I  file  out  of  the  park,  tired, 
hungry,  and  so  numb  that  I  can’t  even 
feel  the  cold  anymore,  give  my  work 
form  to  the  designated  crew  member,  and 
on  my  way  back  to  Kenmore,  remem¬ 
ber  I  am  supposed  to  come  back  tomor¬ 
row,  and  it’s  supposed  to  be  even  colder 
than  today. 


Heekends  are  fd 

breaking  WISH, 


With  a  $10  membership  to  Kaleidoscope  Youth  Arts 
you'll  get  reduced  admission  to  Boston's  hottest 
plays,  concerts,  dance  performances,  and  more. 
Imagine  going  to  the  theatre  for  the  same  price  as 
your  usual  Friday  night  flick. 


Just  teens.  Just  $10. 

Call  l-tll-KSCOPE-4  far  man  inf  a. 
Or  visit  us  at  www.kscape.arg. 
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Sports 

What  Time  Is  It ...  ? 


By  Robert  Orthman,  II 
Staff  Writer 


Game  time.  It’s  about  time,  in  fact.  The  NBA  is 
back.  I  honestly  have  to  say  I  missed  pro  hoops.  Okay, 
I  know  I  am  supposed  to  be  really  upset  about  the  lock¬ 
out  and  all,  but  I  can’t  help  it.  This  is  going  to  be  a 
great  season.  Anything  goes  in  a  fifty  game  season. 
It’s  any  team’s  league. 

Michael  Jordan  is  surely  the  best  player  any  of  us 
students  have  ever  seen.  There  can  be  no  legitimate 
argument  there.  Jordan  and  the  Bulls  had  a  monopoly 
on  the  championship  unseen  since  the  days  of  Bill 
Russell’s  Celtics.  But  it  was  becoming  a  bore  to  see 
them  in  the  Finals  every  year,  and  most  fans,  including 
yours  truly,  yearned  for  some  new  blood.  Jordan  has 
decided  to  retire  on  top  like  the  winner  he  is.  His 
retirement  is  a  blessing  to  all  fans  and 
teams,  allowing  competition  to 
be  renewed  in  the  league 
after  so  many  years  of 
everyone  competing  for 
runner-up. 

There  are  quite  a 
few  teams  who  have  a 
chance  to  win  it  all.  The 
two  top  teams  without  a 
doubt  are  the  Utah  Jazz 
and  the  Indiana  Pacers. 

Both  combine  veteran  leader¬ 
ship  with  excellent  coaching-  the  perfect  equation  to 
reach  the  Finals.  Utah,  last  year’s  Finals  runner-up,  re¬ 
turn  the  same  cast  of  Stockton,  Malone,  et  al.  Having 
come  so  close  the  last  two  years,  the  Jazz  certainly  can 
feel  the  trophy  within  their  grasp.  Their  only  true  ques¬ 
tion  mark  is  Karl  Malone’s  commitment  to  the  team. 
During  the  lockout,  Malone  stated  he  would  never  play 
for  Utah  again.  Well,  he  just  signed  a  new  extension  to 
play  there.  He  has  rescinded  those  previous  remarks, 
but  one  has  to  wonder  if  he  is  truly  committed  to  lead¬ 
ing  the  Jazz  to  the  Finals.  Only  time  will  tell. 

As  for  the  Indiana  Pacers,  last  year’s  Eastern  Con- 


The  two  teams  I  think  will 
surprise  people  are  the  Or¬ 
lando  Magic  and  the  Detroit 
Pistons 


ference  runner-up,  they  are  poised  to  make  the  jump 
from  coming  so  close  to  now  reaching  the  pinnacle. 
Larry  Bird  knows  how  to  be  a  winner  and  has  instilled 
that  winning  attitude  in  his  group.  Like  the  Jazz,  they 
are  solid  at  every  position.  A  fifty  game  season  will 
certainly  help  them  and  the  Jazz  to  keep  their  old  bod¬ 
ies  from  experiencing  the  normal  wear  and  tear  of  an 
eighty-two  game  season. 

By  no  means  should  those  two  teams  be  making 
plans  right  now  to  play  in  the  Finals.  On  the  contrary, 
the  slightest  bit  of  overconfidence  will  ruin  any  of  their 
championship  hopes,  as  there  are  many  teams  biting  at 
the  front-runners’  heels.  No  team  can  be  overlooked  in 
this  season  as  every  game  is  so  important.  The  second 
tier  of  teams  are  all  definite  championship  contenders. 


The  Lakers  may  very  well  be  the  most  talented  team  in 
the  whole  league.  With  Shaq,  Kobe,  Eddie  Jones,  et 
al.,  they  have  the  ability  to  beat  anybody.  There  is,  how¬ 
ever,  a  big  question  mark  at  point  guard.  Can  Derek 
Fisher  compete  with  the  likes  of  Stockton,  Payton,  and 
Stoudamire?  I  don’t  think  he  can,  which  will  be  the 
Lakers’  undoing.  They  most 

likely  will  win  the  Pa-  c  i  f  i  c 

Division,  simply 
based  on  their  skill 
level.  Seattle 
will  give  them 
a  good  run 
for  their 
money, 
though 


The  New  York  Knicks  and 
the  Miami  Heat  are  both  in¬ 
teresting  teams.  In  my  opin¬ 
ion,  both  teams  will  not  meet 
their  expectations  of  at  least 
reaching  the  Finals.  New 
York  sacrificed  too  much 
heart  and  team  chemistry  by 
trading  away  John  Starks  and 
Charles  Oakley.  Latrell 
Sprewell  and  Marcus  Camby 
are  enigmas  who  will  be  that 
team’s  ultimate  undoing,  de¬ 
spite  their  great  talent.  Their 
talent  will  take  them  to  the 
playoffs,  but  I  don’t  see  them 
getting  too  far.  The  Heat,  I 
feel,  are  the  most  overrated 
team  in  the  league  and 
Alonzo  Mourning  is  the  most 
overrated  player  in  the 
league.  Behind  all  his  tough¬ 
ness  and  grit  is  a  serious  lack 
of  true  scoring  ability.  Jamal 
Mashburn,  whom  they  have 
tried  to  trade,  has  been  used 
all  wrong  as  a  3-point  shooter. 

They  are  a  team  of  all-  bad  perimeter  shooters 
and  thugs  who  usually  struggle  to  score  eighty-five 
points  a  night.  Their  strong  defense  will  carry  them 
into  the  playoffs,  but  like  the  Knicks,  they  won’t  go 
too  far. 

The  San  Antonio  Spurs  have  a  very  bright  future 
in  front  of  them.  The  Twin  Towers  of  David  Robinson 
and  Tim  Duncan  are  practically  unstoppable.  Their  true 
weakness  is  their  backcourt.  Avery  Johnson  and  Vinny 
Del  Negro  are  both  nice  guys,  but  they  won’t  win  you 
a  world  championship.  As  teams  double-down  on 


Robinson  and  Duncan  in  the  post,  I  doubt  those  two 
guards  will  be  able  to  knock  down  open  jumpers.  This 
team  does,  however,  have  enough  to  reach  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Finals  in  the  West. 

The  two  teams  I  think  will  surprise  people  are  the 
Orlando  Magic  and  the  Detroit  Pistons.  The  addition 
of  Ike  Austin  gives  the  Magic  the  center  they’ve  needed 
since  Shaq  left.  Penny  Hardaway  will  no  doubt  have  a 
huge  season.  I  expect  the  Magic  to  compete  in  the  At¬ 
lantic  Division.  The  Pistons  have  a  lot  of  talent.  Grant 
Hill,  in  my  opinion,  will  be  this  season’s  MVP.  Bison 
Dele  (Brian  Williams)  and  the  addition  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Laettner  give  them  excellent  inside  scor¬ 
ing.  Joe  Dumars  can  hit  the  treys,  and  Loy 
Vaught,  one  of  the  most  underrated  players 
in  the  league,  should  contribute  off  the 
bench.  I  like  them  to  be  a  force  in  the  East. 

There  are  also  other  teams  that  de¬ 
serve  some  mention.  The  Minnesota 
Timberwolves  should  contend  in  the  West 
with  Kevin  Garnett,  Stephon  Marbury,  and 
the  addition  of  Joe  Smith.  The  Cleveland 
Cavaliers,  much  like  the  T- Wolves,  have 
a  very  young  nucleus.  They  will  be  nip¬ 
ping  at  the  Pacers’  heels  all  year  in  the 
Central.  The  Seattle  SuperSonics  are  a 
team  with  a  lot  of  talent  also,  but  there 
are  questions  as  to  how  they  will  respond 
to  new  coach  Paul  Westphal.  Finally,  the 
Denver  Nuggets  will  surprise  a  lot  of 
people  this  season.  The  additions  of 
Raef  LaFrentz,  Chauncey  Billups, 
Keon  Clark,  and  Antonio  McDyess 
should  make  them  a  tougher  team  to 
beat. 

As  for  the  Celtics,  they’ll 
be  a  lot  better.  Their  record  won’t 
really  show  it,  but  on  the  court 
they’ll  be  much  improved. 
Paul  Pierce  is  going  to  be  a 
huge  star.  Ron  Mercer  is  de- 
veloping  very  quickly. 
Most  importantly,  a 
healthy  Kenny  Anderson 
will  make  Antoine 
Walker  a  top  five 
player  in  the  league. 
With  a  really  tough 
opening  schedule,  the 
C’s  will  get  in  a  large 
hole  early,  probably 
ruining  their  playoff 
hopes.  But  with  a 
healthy  Anderson, 
they  should  make 
leaps  and  bounds  in 
their  play. 

The  NBA  cham¬ 
pion  will  be  the  Jazz. 
They  are  the  most  experienced 

and  want  it  more  than  anyone  else.  They  will  probably 
face  the  Pacers  in  the  Finals.  With  those  two  teams 
winning  the  Midwest  and  the  Central,  respectively,  the 
Lakers  and  the  Knicks  will  win  the  Pacific  and  Atlan¬ 
tic,  respectively.  Grant  Hill  will  be  the  regular  season 
MVP,  and  John  Stockton  will  be  the  Finals  MVP.  It 
will  be  a  great  NBA  season,  and  by  the  start  of  the 
playoffs,  I  am  sure  that  most  of  the  fans  will  be  back. 


AROUND  THE  SCHOOL: 


By  Rob  Willison,  I 
Sports  Editor 


The  Boys’  basketball  team  is 
having  an  excellent  season  this  year, 
near  the  top  of  the  DCL.  They  are  led 
by  scorer  Mike  Young,  veteran  guards 
Joel  Bernazanni  and  Ed  Marshall,  and 


sophomore  sensation  Torin  Francis. 
They  recently  posted  an  impressive 
come  from  behind  win  over  Bedford.  . . 
Congratulations  to  the  Boys’  Indoor 
Track  Team;  led  by  star  sprinter  Will 
Springfield  and  Nike  Poster  Boy  Ben 
Webb  running  the  last  leg,  the  Boys’  4 
X  200  meter  relay  team  has  qualified  for 
the  State  Championships. . .  In  addition. 


the  artsy  and  oft-injured  Jonah  Goldstein 
holds  the  best  mark  in  the  DCL  indoor 
long  jump  (in  fact,  the  all-time  indoor 
league  record),  posting  an  impressive 
19’8"  (misreported  in  the  Globe  as  18’6", 
much  to  Jonah’s  chagrin). . .  Girls’  Bas¬ 
ketball  is  having  another  strong  season, 
led  by  seniors  Kristen  McDonnell  (see 
Sports  Spotlight)  and  Gaby  Stockmayer. 


. .  If  you’re  wondering  who  those  guys 
chugging  up  and  down  the  steps  after 
school  are,  it’s  the  dedicated  BLS  Wres¬ 
tling  Team.  . .  also,  a  new  group  of  pros¬ 
pects  is  being  recruited  to  replace  four 
very  diligent  seniors  as  managers  of  the 
Girls’  Basketball  team.  See  Valerie 
Rock  in  Room  135  to  apply. 
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Sports  Spotlight 


Kristen  McDonnell 


By  Richard  Magee,  I 
Contributing  Writer 


Kristen  McDonnell  shatters  the  stereotype 
of  the  typical  female  athlete.  Not  only  does  she  dis¬ 
play  unequivocal  athletic  ability,  but  she  is  also  intel¬ 
ligent,  beautiful,  and  has  a  great  sense  of  humor.  She 
can  be  seen  all  over  the  school,  often  providing  infor¬ 
mation  for  frightened  underclassmen.  She  is  revered 
by  her  classmates  and  feared  by  her  foes.  Despite  her 
well-known  athletic  prowress,  Kristen  remains  down- 
to-earth,  and  refuses  to  let  success  go  to  her  head. 

Kristen’s  past  is  a  much  heralded  one.  She 
has  been  a  starter  on  Coach  Myers’s  team  since  the 
seventh  grade  and  a  captain  for  the  past  three  sea¬ 
sons.  In  each  of  her  six  years,  she  has  been  elected  a 
league  all-star.  Outside  of  school,  she  plays  AAU  bas¬ 
ketball,  and  this  past  year  she  led  her  team  to  the  state 
championship.  When  she  walks  onto  the  court  dur¬ 
ing  a  game,  you  can  actually  feel  her  leadership  as 
she  yells  encouragement  and  defensive  schemes  to 
her  teammates. 

When  one  looks  at  the  long  list  of  her 
achievements,  they  can  not  see  the  pain  and  agony 
she  has  endured.  Last  year,  she  missed  most  of  the 
season  due  to  a  torn  anterior  cruciate  ligament.  After 
two  surgeries  and  painful  rehabilitation,  she  was  able 
to  come  in  for  the  final  games  last  year  and  make  a 
great  contribution.  For  the  first  time  in  her  life,  she 
was  torn  from  the  game  she  loved,  and  she  was  going 
stir-crazy  just  watching.  Throughout  the  ordeal, 
Kristen  was  a  vocal  leader  and  spiritual  force  at  ev¬ 
ery  game.  Her  teammates  fed  off  her  energy,  and  they 
were  able  to  hold  it  together  and  keep  winning. 

This  year’s  squad  is  one  of  the  best  at  Latin 
in  a  long  time.  Kristen  says,  “We  were  a  little  rusty  at 
the  start  of  the  season,  but  lately  we  have  all  stepped 
our  game  to  the  next  level.”  When  asked  about  what 
she  hopes  this  year’s  team  will  accomplish,  she  says, 
“Our  goal  is  to  win  the  DCL  championship.  I  think 
we  have  a  pretty  good  chance.”  From  the  looks  of  it, 
she  is  right.  The  team  has  been  on  fire  as  of  late,  with 
no  signs  of  fatigue  as  the  season  goes  on.  This  is  a 
testament  to  the  excellent  conditioning  program  of 
Coach  Myers,  who  by  the  way  deserves  congratula¬ 
tions  on  his  recent  200th  win.  When  asked  her  opin¬ 
ion  on  the  success  of  Myers,  Kristen  comments:  “I’m 
very  happy  for  him.  If  there  is  anyone  who  deserves 
it,  it’s  him.  What  a  guy!”  That  is  not  the  only  mile¬ 
stone  that  has  been  reached  this  season.  Just  last  week, 
Kristen  scored  her  1000th  point  in  her  career  here  at 
Latin.  That  just  shows  the  consistency  and  skill  she 
has  brought  to  the  Wolfpack  uniform  for  so  long  now. 

With  her  career  at  Latin  closing  out  in  a  few 
months,  the  road  ahead  is  bright  for  Kristen.  She  has 
recently  accepted  a  full  four-year  scholarship  to 
Stonehill  College.  There  she  hopes  to  be  able  to  bring 
the  same  energy  and  success  that  she  brought  here  for 
the  past  six  years.  Although  she  will  leave  the  hal¬ 
lowed  halls  of  Latin  School,  her  teammates,  coaches, 
peers,  and  teachers  will  never  forget  her.  When  asked 
to  give  a  bit  of  advice  for  the  underclassmen  at  BLS, 
she  says,  “Work  your  hardest,  and  always  do  your 
homework.”  It  is  plain  to  see  that  Kristen  will  be  a 
success  in  the  future.  She  has  a  great  work  ethic,  a 
never-say-die  attitude,  and  a  great  personality. 
Achievement  has  seemed  to  follow  her  throughout 
all  of  her  travels,  and  her  legend  will  only  grow  with 
time. 


Tribute  to  Michael  Jordan 


By  Samuel  Graham-Felsen,  I 
Sports  Editor 


When  my  dad  was 
twelve,  he  hated  the  Beatles.  By 
thirteen,  he  was  in  love  with 
them.  He  tried  to  be  different, 
didn’t  want  to  be  another  jumper 
onto  the  galactically  huge  band¬ 
wagon  that  struck  the  sixties.  He 
was  a  fool  though,  and  soon  he 
found  that  he  couldn’t  resist.  He 
just  had  to  like  the  Beatles.  They 
were  that  great  -  so  great  that  no 
matter  how  hard  he  tried  to  hate 
them,  he  couldn’t  help  but  sing 
their  songs,  buy  their  albums,  and 
yes,  be  like  everybody  else. 

I  guess  I’m  a  chip  off 
the  old  block. 

In  terms  of  sports  at 
least,  I  used  to  always  try  to  root 
for  the  underdog  and  hate  the 
achiever.  When  most  of  my 
friends  were  sweating  Mike,  I 
called  him  overrated.  I  hated  the 
way  it  seemed  like  he  took  a  turn 
around  fade-away  jumper  every 
time  he  got  the  ball.  I  tried  to  pass 
him  off  as  a  better-than-decent 
ball-hog.  I  hated  the  way  Marv 
Albert  did  his  “JORDAN!  GETS 
THE  BALL!  JORDAN!  HE 
DRIBBLES!  JORDAN!  HE 
SHOOTS!  OH,  AND  A  RARE 
MISS  FOR  MICHAEL  JOR¬ 
DAN!  Don’t  see  many  of  those, 
Bob.  I  mean,  we’re  talking  about 
Michael  JORDAN!”  routine.  I 
tried  to  blind  my  eyes  from  stuff 
I  called  extreme  over-analysis 
(i.e.,  “The  greatest  thing  about 
Jordan  is  how  he  moves  away 
from  the  ball  and  what  he  does 
for  his  teammates,”  or  “Michael 
mentally  dominates  everyone  in 
the  league.”)  I  tried  to  be  differ¬ 
ent.  For  a  month.  Or  two.  Maybe 
it  didn’t  even  last  that  long. 

Michael  Jordan  was  an 
NBA  superstar  squared.  He  was 
the  Einstein  of  basketball.  The 


Shakespeare  of  his  sport.  When 
Jordan  came  into  the  NBA  with 
his  acrobatic  finesse,  it  was  like 
Picasso  shattering  the  art  world 
with  his  cubist  Les  Demoiselles 
d' Avignon.  He  took  a  2-D  world 
and  added  a  dimension.  Michael 
Jordan  took  the  fundamental,  ra¬ 
tional  style  of  basketball  and  left 
it  in  the  dark  ages.  The  game 
would  never  be  the  same.  Along 
came  long  shorts,  bald  heads, 
phat  dunks,  and  an  emotional,  ar¬ 
tistic  freedom  that  reshaped  the 
sport.  Writing  about  this  guy  is  a 
futile  task  indeed,  but  rather  than 
go  on  and  say  things  that  millions 
of  other  sports  writers  have  al¬ 
ready  said,  I’d  like  to  reminisce 
about  a  few  classic  moments 
from  man  who  gave  me  as  much 
excitement  and  emotional 
uproars  as  a  kid  can  possibly  go 
through  without  suffering  from 
cardiac  arrest. 

I’ll  always  remember 
the  shock  and  near  paralysis  I 
endured  in  witnessing  the  great¬ 
est  athletic  feat  I’ve  ever  seen. 
The  split  second  after  an  errant 
Scottie  Pippen  free  throw 
bounced  off  the  rim,  a  soaring 
blur  materialized  from  out  of 
nowhere,  grabbed  the  ball  with 
one  hand  raised  high  above  his 
head,  and  slammed  the  ball 
through  the  iron  ring. 

“The  Play”  will  always 
have  its  indelible  mark  in  my 
mind  as  well.  During  the  play¬ 
offs,  Jordan  hovered  above  five 
hopeless  defenders  for  what 
seemed  a  lifetime,  switching 
hands  three  times  in  midair  until 
he  finally  spun  the  ball  gracefully 
off  the  glass.  I  used  to  watch  the 
beginning  of  NBA  on  NBC  bas¬ 
ketball  games  just  to  see  that 
highlight. 

When  Jordan  won  his 
first  NBA  Championship,  he 
cried  like  a  baby,  clutching  and 
kissing  his  golden  trophy  as  if  it 


were  a  long-sought-after  lollipop. 
Witnessing  such  glory,  such  ab¬ 
solute  euphoria  in  a  man’s  eyes 
after  he  reached  the  ultimate  goal 
was  an  inspiration  like  no  other. 

I  can’t  think  of  anyone 
who  didn’t  try  to  “be  like  Mike.” 
I  spent  hours  on  end  in  my  back 
yard,  perfecting  the  jumping-on- 
the-left  side-going-under-the- 
hoop-to-slip-it-in-on-the-right 
lay-up.  Of  course,  when  I  did  it,  I 
got  off  the  ground  for  .36  seconds 
and  jumped  from  as  close  to  the 
right  side  and  still  being  on  the 
left  as  I  could.  Still,  when  I  did  it 
successfully,  I  felt  a  piece  of  Jor¬ 
dan  in  me,  and  it  felt  amazing.  He 
who  has  not  had  a  vicarious  Jor¬ 
dan  experience  has  not  truly  lived. 

Jordan  was  my  reason  to 
procrastinate  on  Sunday  after¬ 
noon.  It  was  so  addictive,  and  I 
had  to  have  my  regular  dose  of 
“how’d  he  do  that?”s.  I  don’t  re¬ 
member  ever  really  feeling 
cheated  by  NBC,  because  every 
single  time  Jordan  did  something 
spectacular.  Even  the  little  things, 
like  when  he’d  hold  the  ball  with 
one  hand  behind  his  back,  lipping 
“you  can’t  guard  me,”  while  he 
was  in  the  process  of  making  an 
important  decision. 

I  was  a  little  sad  when 
he  left,  but  at  the  same  time,  I 
looked  forward  to  seeing  what  the 
NBA  would  be  like  without  him. 
It  won’t  be  hard  to  remember  him 
though.  A  constant  reminder  of 
His  Airness  hangs  on  my  wall.  I 
think  it  was  my  first  poster.  It’s 
been  with  me  since  I  visited  the 
basketball  Hall  of  Fame  in  third 
grade,  and  it’s  coming  with  me  to 
college  for  sure.  It’s  a  shot  taken 
at  the  perfect  angle,  w-ith  Jordan’s 
right  arm  raised,  ball  in  hand,  like 
the  soaring  Man  of  Steel.  Every 
time  I  look  at  it  I  shake  my  head 
in  wonder  at  the  only  human  be¬ 
ing  who  ever  knew  how  to  fly. 


“Does  Anybody  Really  Care?” 


By  Marcus  Hughes,  IV 
Staff  Writer 


Sports  purists  ask,  “Do  you  remember  the 
legends  like  Cousy  and  Heinsohn,  the  finesse  of 
Dr.  J,  the  rivalries  of  Russell  and  Chamberlain  and 
Bird  and  Magic,  the  powerhouse  franchises  of  the 
‘89  “Bad  Boys”  Detroit  Pistons  and  the  ‘84  Bos¬ 
ton  Celtics?”  The  answer  to  that  question  is  a  re¬ 
sounding  “NO.”  The  reason  is  simple:  the  average 
Joe  cannot  relate  to  the  money  and  the  life-styles 
today’s  athletes  lead.  The  triumphant  past  of  NBA 
basketball  has  been  completely  forgotten.  The  blue 
collar  worker  is  insulted  that  20  year  olds  can  make 
millions  for  playing  a  “kids’  game.”  And  the  lock¬ 
out  (which  started  last  summer  and  just  ended  this 
January)  added  more  fuel  to  the  fire  to  the  point 
where  the  fan  base  just  burned  itself  out. 

Despite  the  continuing  onslaught  of  the 
bashing  of  the  NBA  by  the  fans,  I  am  one  of  the 
few  that  truly  care  that  the  NBA  is  coming  back 
this  February.  I  grew  up  with  basketball  my  entire 
life  and  have  always  been  a  .fanatic  for  basketball 
even  though  I  am  definitely  not  the  best  player  of 
the  sport.  It’s  a  game  of  constant  action  and  move¬ 
ment  around  the  court.  Aggressive  defense  and 
skilled  passing  offenses  are  the  basic  principles  of 
the  game.  In  my  opinion  there  is  nothing  better  on 


this  earth  than  having  a  root  beer  in  one  hand  and 
barbecued  flavored  chips  in  the  other  while  sitting 
on  the  edge  of  your  recliner  watching  Game  7  of 
the  Finals. 

So  I  ask  again  why  people  hate  the  NBA? 
Why  aren’t  the  “former”  fans  willing  to  bury  the 
hatchet  and  return  to  this  sport?  Now  the  fans  offer 
a  few  new  twists  that  bug  the  heck  out  of  me.  They 
say  that  the  game  is  too  dull  and  that  everyone  in 
the  league  wants  to  fly  to  the  hoop  to  dunk  on  the 
opposing  players.  The  players  are  to  money  hungry 
and  that  they  would  rather  spend  their  money  in 
Vegas  than  with  their  illegitimate  kids.  Finally,  the 
most  colorful  of  all  is  that  the  NBA  is  only  full  of 
punks  and  thugs  involved  in  drugs  and  gangs.  The 
people  who  boast  these  lies  are  jealous  bigots  who 
believe  that  the  overall  personality  of  the  NBA  is 
made  up  of  the  Latrell  Spreewells  and  Isiah  Riders 
of  the  world.  Also,  I  would  like  to  know  why  these 
liars  think  that  just  because  one  is  raised  in  the  ghetto 
that  their  personality,  appearance,  and  education 
have  to  be  that  of  a  thug  or  punk?  If  these  people 
would  rationalize  before  they  speak  they  would  re¬ 
alize  that  their  statements  have  no  ground. 

Finally,  if  there  is  any  doubt  that  the  fans 
will  return,  just  take  a  glance  at  history.  Fans  came 
back  after  the  ‘87  NFL  strike,  the  ‘94  MLB  strike, 
and  the  ‘94  NHL  lockout.  Let’s  face  it,  we  are  des¬ 
tined  to  repeat  history. 
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A  Season  of  Surprises:  1999  NBA  Preview 


By  Keith  MacDonald,  III 
Staff  Writer 


On  February  5,  the  National  Basketball  Association  tipped 
off  its  1999  season.  After  losing  the  majority  of  the  season  to  a  labor 
strike,  the  players  and  owners  settled  their  differences  and  decided  to 
play  basketball.  This  season  will  mark  the  dawn  of  a  new  age  in  the 
NBA  with  the  retirement  of  Michael  Jordan.  Jordan  will  surely  be 
missed,  but  the  show  must  go  on  without  “His  Airness.” 


The  new  season  features  top  notch  superstars  in  new  uniforms. 
Scottie  Pippen,  Jordan’s  former  partner  in  crime,  will  now  play  for  the 
Houston  Rockets.  Latrell  Sprewell,  the  man  who  tried  to  kill  his  coach, 
was  shipped  cross-country  to  the  New  York  Knicks.  Tom  Gugliotta, 
the  underrated  sharpshooter,  heads  to  Phoenix.  Aside  from  these  all¬ 
stars,  many  other  players  shed  their  old  jerseys  including:  Tony  Battie, 
Vlade  Divac,  John  Starks,  Ike  Austin,  Christian  Laetner,  and  Antonio 
McDyess.  Here’s  how  the  cream  of  the  crop  shapes  up: 
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Los  Angeles  Lak¬ 
ers — Shaq  and  the 
Lakers  are  hungry 
for  a  title.  The  Lak¬ 
ers  are  the  league’s 


deepest  team,  with 
solid  players  like  Eddie  Jones,  Robert  Horry,  Elden  Campbell,  and 
Rick  Fox.  If  L.A.  can  overcome  their  inexperience,  the  Lakers  will 
challenge  the  Rockets  for  Best  in  the  West.” 


Seattle  Supersonics — The  Sonics  are  the  sleeper  team  in  the  West. 
Although  they  have  choked  several  times  in  the  playoffs,  this  is  a  new 
team.  Gary  Payton  still  runs  the  point,  while  Vin  Baker  replaces  Shawn 
Kemp  down  low.  The  Sonics  don’t  have  a  deep  bench,  and  the  loss  of 
big  man  Jim  Mcllvane  could  hurt  them. 


The  Lakers,  Rockets,  Pacers,  and  Knicks  lead  the  way  into  an  inter¬ 
esting  1999  NBA  season.  Look  for  the  Washington  Wizards  and  Phoe¬ 
nix  Suns  to  be  sleepers.  There  is  no  clear-cut  favorite  to  this  season,  so 
we’ll  have  to  wait  and  see  how  things  turn  out. 


Houston  Rockets — 
The  All-Star  trio  of 
Pippen,  Olajuwon, 
and  Barkley  makes 
Houston  unbeatable 
on  paper.  Unfortu¬ 
nately  for  Rudy  T’s  squad,  you  have  to  play  the  season.  If  the  terrific 
trio  can  produce  as  in  the  past,  Sir  Charles  could  finally  get  his  cham¬ 
pionship  ring. 


San  Antonio  Spurs — The  Twin  Towers  of  Tim  Duncan  and  David 
Robinson  will  dominate  the  paint  this  season.  The  addition  of  the  former 
Bulls  assassin  Steve  Kerr  makes  the  Spurs  deadly  inside  and  outside. 
The  Spurs  could  challenge  in  the  Western  Conference  if  they  find  a 
good  guard. 


Utah  Jazz — Will  the  Mailman  deliver  a  title  to  Salt  Lake  City?  Karl 
Malone  has  voiced  his  desire  to  play  for  another  club.  With  him  and 
Stockton,  the  Jazz  are  contenders.  Without  him,  they  are  lottery  mate¬ 
rial. 


Chicago  Bulls— The 
Bulls  find  them¬ 
selves  at  the  bottom 
of  the  food  chain. 
After  losing  his 


airness,  Michael  Jor¬ 
dan,  to  retirement  and  trading  Scottie  Pippen,  the  Chicago  Bulls  is  at 
an  all  time  low.  Even  ring-holders  Steve  Kerr  and  Luc  Longley  have 
jumped  ship.  The  Bulls,  having  to  rely  to  Toni  Kukoc,  find  themselves 
coming  up  empty  handed.  It  looks  like  things  can  only  get  worse  in 
Chicago. 


Indiana  Pacers — Larry  Bird’s  flock  figures  to  be  a  favorite  in  the  NBA 
title  race.  With  all  five  starters  returning,  including  Reggie  Miller  and 
Rik  Smits,  the  Pacers  are  definite  contenders.  The  only  team  that  prac¬ 
ticed  together  during  the  lockout,  the  Pacers  are  favorites  to  take  the 
cake. 


Boston  Celtics— The 
hometown  C’s  intend 
to  become  a  playoff 
contender  in  ‘99.  The 
additions  of  forward/ 
center  Tony  Battie  and  Dwayne  Schintius  add  size  up  front.  The  re¬ 
signing  of  Antoine  Walker  assures  the  all-star  forward  will  call  the 
FleetCenter  home  for  years  to  come.  If  young  guns  Mercer  and  rookie 
Paul  Pierce  develop,  watch  out  for  the  Green. 


New  York  Knicks — Could  this  be  Ewing’s  last  stand  ?  The  addition  of 
controversial  Latrell  Sprewell  will  add  offensive  “punch.”  New  York¬ 
ers  can  taste  the  title,  and  with  the  case  of  Ewing,  Camby,  Houston, 
and  Sprewell,  they  could  find  the  trophy  in  the  Big  Apple. 


Miami  Heat — Although  a  dark  horse  in  the  title  chase,  be  careful  of 
the  Heat,  or  you  might  get  burned.  The  outside/inside  duo  of  Tim 
Hardaway  and  Alonzo  Mourning  will  scorch  opponents.  Great  role 
players  like  Voshon  Leonard  and  P.J.  Brown  add  depth  to  Pat  Riley’s 
club. 
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Boston  Bruins 


By  Tim  McDonald,  II 
Staff  Writer 


It’s  funny.  Although  the 
Boston  Bruins  have  arrived  at  the 
1999  All-Star  break  with  a  record 
of  20- 1 6-7,  better  than  last  year’s 
playoff  pace,  many  critics  suggest 
that  they  did  not  walk  into  the  All- 
Star  break,  they  limped.  The  Bru¬ 
ins  certainly  have  a  number  of  is¬ 
sues  to  address  over  the  break,  but 
the  team’s  situation  isn’t  nearly 
as  dire  as  some  nay-sayers  would 
have  you  believe. 

The  Bruins  as  a  team  are 
a  year  older  and  a  year  wiser  with 
the  development  of  Sergei 
Samsonov,  Kyle  McLaren,  and 
Joe  Thornton,  albeit  slow  devel¬ 
opment  in  Thornton’s  case,  being 
the  major  cause  of  their  improve¬ 
ment  from  last  season.  They  have 
also  experienced  a  resurgence  of 
sorts,  with  29  year  old  forward 
Dmitri  Khristich  notching  20 
goals  and  26  assists  by  the  break. 
And  goalie  Byron  Dafoe,  who 
showed  flashes  of  brilliance  last 
season,  has  been  steady  at  all 
times  in  goal,  and  has  come  up 
with  spectacular  saves  when  nec¬ 
essary.  Coach  Pat  Burns  has  man¬ 


aged  to  put  a  mentally  prepared 
and  hard  working  hockey  team  on 
the  ice  every  evening. 

The  Bruins’  main  con¬ 
cern  this  year  is  scoring.  Quite 
frankly,  they  don’t.  Their  defense 
is  spectacular,  their  penalty  kill¬ 
ing  very  good,  and  their  power 
play  quite  decent.  But  where  the 
Bruins  are  hurting  is  their  offen¬ 
sive  production;  they  neverseem 
to  convert  on  the  opposition’s 
mistakes.  Some  offenses  are 
based  on  the  counter  attack, 
Ottawa’s  being  one,  but  the  Bru¬ 
ins’  offensive  strategy  seems  to 
bemore  along  the  lines  of  orga¬ 
nized  chaos.  Until  Jason  Allison 
manages  to  establish  himself  as 
a  team  leader,  and  until  he  and 
Joe  Thornton  take  over  the  game 
in  crunch  time,  the  Bruins’  of¬ 
fense  will  struggle.  The  Bruins  do 
possess  the  talent  and  explosive 
skill  level  to  be  serious  competi¬ 
tion  for  any  team  in  the  Eastern 
Conference. 

But  that’s  not  to  say  the 
Bruins  don’t  have  problems;  they 
do,  but  those  problems  are  more 
a  reflection  on  the  organization 
than  the  team.  To  be  frank,  very 
few  Boston  sports  fans  respect 
the  Bruins’  commitment  to  win¬ 


ning  the  Stanley  Cup.  Harry 
Sinden  and  the  entire  Bruins’ 
front  office  come  off  as  penny- 
pinching  misers  whose  love  for 
the  buck  prevents  them  from  truly 
understanding  and  appreciating 
what  a  Stanley  Cup  would  do  for 
Boston.  Winning  a  Stanley  Cup 
would  skyrocket  the  Bruins  to  the 
top  of  the  Boston  sports  scene, 
which  leaves  all  hockey  fans 
questioning  why  Harry  Sinden 
and  his  front  office  cronies 
wouldn’t  spend  the  money  on  a 
Pavel  Bure,  a  Brett  Hull,  or  a 
Doug  Gilmour. 

It’s  so  easy  to  be  pessi¬ 
mistic  about  another  Boston 
sports  organization  that  doesn’t 
understand  the  fans  and  their 
thoughts,  but  doing  so  makes  you 
forget  just  how  exciting  it  is  to 
watch  the  Boston  Bruins  play 
hockey.  Whether  it  is  Samsonov’s 
graceful  glides  toward  the  net,  or 
Lord  Byron’s  spectacular  saves  in 
goal,  watching  a  Bruins  game  in 
person  is  an  unparalleled  experi¬ 
ence.  And  whether  or  not  they  re¬ 
ally  do  have  a  chance  to  win  it 
all,  seeing  the  Bruins  is  fun  and 
great  entertainment,  and  that’s 
what  sports  is  really  all  about, 
isn’t  it? 


Strides  of  Success 


Maryanne  Porter,  II 
Contributing  Writers 

The  Girls’  Indoor  Track 
Team  has  had  an  exceptionally 
impressive  season  this  year.  Their 
first  place  victory  at  the  State 
Coaches  Relay  Invitational  Meet 
set  the  pace  for  the  rest  of  the  sea¬ 
son,  making  them  known  as  a 
dominant  force  throughout  the 
state.  This  marked  the  first  time 
that  the  Wolfpack  has  ever  won 
that  meet. 

The  girls  entered  the 
Dual  County  League  Champion¬ 
ship  Meet  as  the  three-time  re¬ 
turning  champs  and  defended 
their  title  one  more  time  (4- 
PEAT!).  The  depth  of  the  team 
was  demonstrated  by  the  fact  that 
the  girls  placed  in  ten  of  the  thir¬ 
teen  events,  taking  six  first  place 
finishes. 


With  two  important 
titles  behind  them,  the  Pack  en¬ 
tered  the  State  Class  A  Champi¬ 
onship  Meet  the  following  week, 
fully  prepared  to  show  their  stuff. 
A  remarkable  second  place  fin¬ 
ish  in  the  team  score  was  a  com¬ 
pilation  of  the  efforts  of  many 
runners  who  had  been  proving 
themselves  all  season.  Then  on 
February  20th,  the  team  made 
themselves  known  one  more 
time,  adding  another  outstanding 
finish  to  their  record.  They  man¬ 
aged  to  earn  second  place  in  the 
team  title  in  the  State  finals, 
breaking  three  school  records. 

The  team  was  led  by 
Senior  captain  and  superstar, 
Monique  Tubbs,  who  became 
with  the  first  female  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts  history  to  break  7.00  sec¬ 
onds  in  the  55m  dash  with  an 
amazing  6.99  seconds.  Tubbs 


then  broke  the  school  record  for 
the  third  time  this  season  in  the 
4x200m  relay  with  teammates 
Victoria  Folayan,  Tashika  Folkes, 
and  Stephanie  Johnson.  The  third 
school  record  broken  that  day 
was  by  the  4x400m  relay  team. 
Entering  the  meet  seeded  in  sixth 
place,  the  relay  team,  consisting 
of  Aisha  Cort,  Mary  Ellen 
Bingham,  Maryanne  Porter,  and 
Kim  Roche  earned  third  place 
and  managed  to  break  the  school 
record  by  four  seconds,  running 
a  4:06. 

Now  both  relay  teams, 
as  well  as  Tubbs  in  the  55m  dash, 
are  gearing  toward  the  upcoming 
New  England  and  National 
Championship  meets,  both  of 
which  will  be  held  this  year  at  the 
Reggie  Lewis  Center. 


NBA  Lockout 


By  Rob  Willison,  I 
Sports  Editor 


Well,  the  NBA  Lockout 
is  officially  over,  and  it  seems  that 
the  threats  of  angered  pro  basket¬ 
ball  fans  can  officially  be  de¬ 
clared  empty.  The  once  popular 
ring  of  “Who  cares?”  has  van¬ 
ished  into  thin  air  as  the  NBA  sea¬ 
son  (shortened  to  fifty  games 
with  a  full  length  playoff)  opened 
with  a  bang  of  free  agent  action 
and  trade  speculation.  The  days 
before  the  opening  of  the  season 
were  some  of  the  most  active  ever 
in  pro  sports.  In  the  spirit  of  en¬ 
thusiasm  for  the  oncoming  sea¬ 
son  (hey,  if  it  took  a  lockout  for 
you  to  figure  out  that  pro  athletes 
and  owners  are  greedy,  you’re 


pretty  slow),  here’s  a  look  at  some 
news  around  the  NBA  just  before 
the  season  opener: 

With  the  offical  retire¬ 
ment  of  Michael  Jordan,  All-Star 
Scottie  Pippen  was  promptly 
packaged  in  a  sign  and  trade  deal 
with  the  Rockets,  sending  him  to 
Houston  (joining  a  potent  front 
line  that  already  includes 
Hakeem  Olajuwon  and  Charles 
Barkley)  for  (don’t  ask  me)  the 
no-name  Roy  Rogers  and  a  sec¬ 
ond  round  draft  pick.  In  addition, 
Dennis  Rodman  has  abandoned 
the  Chicago  Titanic  for  the  Los 
Angles  Lakers 

Other  major  moves  in¬ 
clude  Antonio  McDyess’s  return 
to  the  Denver  Nuggets,  Tom 
Gugliotta’s  new  deal  with  the 


Phoenix  Suns,  and  the  controver¬ 
sial  deal  that  sent  Latrell  “I  Al¬ 
ways  Choke  In  the  Clutch” 
Sprewell  from  Golden  State  to 
New  York.  Of  local  interest,  the 
Boston  Celtics  traded  an  unhappy 
Travis  Knight  back  to  the  Los 
Angeles  Lakers  for  the  6- 1 1  Tony 
Battle,  last  year’s  #4  draft  pick, 
called  “El  Busto”  by  Nuggets’ 
GM  Dan  Issel.  In  addition,  the 
Celtics  signed  star  forward 
Antoine  Walker  to  a  six  year,  $7 1 
million  deal  and  brought  in 
rookie  Paul  Pierce  (Kansas,  #10 
pick),  as  well  as  journeyman 
rebounder  Popeye  Jones.  Look 
for  the  Celtics  to  play  some  ma¬ 
jor  run-and-gun  ball  this  year  but 
struggle  for  help  in  the  middle  for 
shot  blocking  and  rebounding. 


Sports  Spotlight 


Ed  Marshall 


By  Neala  Brown,  II 
Staff  Writer 


Ed  Marshall  is  one  of  a  select  few,  an  all- 
star  athlete  with  an  all-star  attitude.  He  has  every 
right  to  be  cocky  and  over-confident  as  a  member 
of  two  Varsity  teams,  yet  he  remains  friendly  and 
completely  approachable. 

A  star  member  of  the  football  team  during 
his  second  year  on  Varsity,  Ed  had  a  superb  season. 
His  season  included  a  series  of  beautiful  receptions, 
700  receiving  yards,  and  seven  touchdowns.  Thanks 
in  part  to  his  efforts,  the  team  had  a  record  of  5-4- 1 , 
its  best  over  the  past  three  years.  Ed  had  this  to  say 
about  a  season  full  of  trials  and  triumphs,  “The  tie 
game  at  Wayland  and  the  loss  at  Newton  South  in 
the  pouring  rain  really  affected  our  record,  but  we 
still  felt  that  we  had  a  good  season.  The  seniors  on 
the  team  feel  that  we  have  got  the  Wolfpack  back 
to  their  winning  ways,  and  we  know  that  the  pro¬ 
gram  is  continuously  improving,  which  will  pay  off 
for  seasons  to  come.”  Ed  was  named  All-League  in 
the  DCL  this  season,  yet  still  remained  humble,  say¬ 
ing,  “I  was  proud  and  honored.  .  .  but  it  was  be¬ 
cause  of  my  teammates  and  coaches  who  all  work 
very  hard.” 

As  a  guard  in  his  second  season  of  Varsity 
basketball,  Ed  was  named  tri-captain,  along  with 
Steve  Barry  and  Joel  Bernazzanni.  One  of  the  team’s 
major  goals  this  season  is  to  make  the  state  tourna¬ 
ment,  and  as  one  of  the  more  powerful  teams  within 
the  DCL,  this  could  soon  be  a  reality  [ed.’s  note: 
they  did],  Ed  foresees  an  outstanding  finish  to  a 
great  season.  “This  year  we  have  a  very  deep  team 
and  that  allows  our  coach  to  use  a  number  of  people 
off  the  bench.  This  is  important  to  our  style  of  play, 
which  is  that  we  let  our  defensive  dictate  the  game. 
In  doing  so,  it  allows  us  to  contend  in  every  game.” 
Once  again,  Ed  displays  the  true  spirit  of  a  team 
player  and  leader.  Ed  has  also  been  a  great  con¬ 
tributor  to  JV  baseball  for  the  past  two  years,  being 
a  multi-positional  player  at  shortstop,  second  base, 
and  pitcher.  His  plans  for  this  season  are  unclear, 
but  he  hopes  that  that  he  can  contribute  in  some 
way  to  Varsity’s  efforts. 

As  of  yet,  Ed  is  still  undecided  about  his 
college  plans.  He  does  know,  however,  that  wher¬ 
ever  he  goes  he  will  enjoy  himself,  and,  hopefully, 
contribute  masterfully  to  a  college  football  team. 

Ed  Marshall  is  more  than  just  a  star  ath¬ 
lete;  Ed  Marshall  is  the  type  of  person  that  just  about 
everybody  seems  to  like -easygoing,  friendly,  and, 
most  importantly,  kind.  I  had  never  met  him  before 
this  interview,  but  his  welcoming  attitude  was  one 
that  would  immediately  put  anyone  at  ease.  As  I 
interviewed  him,  I  noticed  how  he  stressed  the  im¬ 
portance  of  team,  not  wanting  to  keep  all  the  glory 
that  is  so  rightfully  his.  In  keeping  with  this,  he 
ended  with,  “I  would  like  to  thank  all  of  my  coaches, 
teachers,  teammates,  and  friends,  for  without  them, 
my  success  at  Boston  Latin  would  not  be  possible. 

I  also  would  like  to  acknowledge  the  great  support 
I  have  always  received  from  my  wonderful  parents, 
my  younger  sister  Katie,  my  good  friends  Steve  and 
Chuck,  my  girlfriend,  Kim,  and  my  homeroom  pals- 
Jane,  Kristen,  Mike,  Alayne,  and  Dave.” 
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The  End  (is  near) 

Burned  Out  Seniors 


Solutions  for  previous  puzzle 
ACROSS  DOWN 


1. 

Nike 

1. 

nest 

5. 

elan 

2. 

Iliad 

6. 

ol 

3. 

KA 

8. 

Si 

4. 

en 

9. 

P' 

6. 

opal 

10. 

TA 

7. 

Lima 

11. 

amid 

12. 

it 

14. 

donut 

13. 

Di 

19. 

Latin 

15. 

on 

21. 

none 

16. 

no 

22. 

If 

17. 

Uhum 

24. 

Ur 

18. 

tera 

25. 

ha 

6 

CM 

nihil 

26. 

ma 

23. 

fade 

27. 

arid 

27. 

A.M. 

29. 

mole 

28. 

ro 

I  apologize  for  clues  #3  and  #28. 
The  correct  answer  for  #3  is  KS, 
the  abbreviation  for  Kansas.  Rho 
is  the  actual  spelling  for  the  Greek 
letter  p. 


C 

□ 

O 

s 

B 

w 

o 

R 

E 

E 

E 

E 

E 

Dm 

By  Si  Yuan  Wong,  I  Technical  Editor 


LATIN  STUFF  (MOSTLY) 


ACROSS 

1.  Goddess  (acc.  sing.) 

5.  Star  of  M*A*S*H 
9.  Himself 

1 0.  Greenish  blue 

1 1 .  Passed  away 

1 2.  Describes  this  puzzle 

1 3.  Group  of  eight 

15.  " _ Diem" 

1 6.  Hero  of  Virgil's  masterpiece 

17.  Sea  between  Greece  and  Turkey 
19.  French  for  24-D 

22.  Romulus  was  the  first  one 

26.  Cutting  school:  tr _ 

27.  No  one 

28.  "God  does  not  play _ 

with  the  Universe" 

29.  God  of  love 

30.  Same 

31.  Arid 


DOWN 

1 .  Queen  of  Carthage 

2.  Iliad  is  one 

3.  A  collection 

4.  An  infanticide 

5.  Holds  the  world  on  his  shoulders 

6.  Shakespearean  king 

7.  Opposite  of  31 -A 

8.  Toward  the  wind 

14.  First  king  of  Troy 

1 5.  "He  doth  bestride  the  narrow 
world  like  a  Colossus" 

17.  However 

1 8.  Listen,  or  a  car-maker 

19.  Minute _ 

20.  Olim 

21 .  Before  the  Ides 

23.  Only 

24.  Love 

25.  This  is  missing  from  the  Sphynx 


